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Mr, Garthwait, 


Need not tell you with what 
{ucceſs you publiſhed the Ex- 
ccllent Treati(e, The whole Da- 

= 3 ty of Man; It is your Felicity 
to be again in{trumenral co che profit of 
this Church and Nation, by your Edi- 
tion of thele Religious and Prudent In+ 
ſtrutions. And although the Addreſs 
be not ſo Univerſal in this,as in the for- 
mer z yet th:s will have a large influence 
upon other Conditions beſ1des Gertle- 
mes : Their Conterſe, it reformed, will 
be exemplary, and operative upoti 
others, A Gentry that would afford an 
obedient Ear to theſe Admonitjons,and 

a Clergy that would to Prety and Learn= 

mg, joyn Humility, Modeſty and Sobriety, 

will be the beſt Humane means to reco- 
ver this ſinful Nation, and oppreſſed 

Church,trom the Milerics, Spiritual and 

Civil, under which we now groan, SO 

that the Argument is well choſen, and it 

is ſo managed, that I know not what a 

A 2 Reader 


Reader that is ſomewhat morole can 
defire, which is not here, The Author 
keeps clole to his intended Provexce and 


Delign, his Reaſons are ſinewy and con- | 


vincing,bis Reproefs are {evere and grave, 


yet pleaſing ; and they whom he chides, + 


mult needs love him, There is nothing 
in his Periods redundant or defeRive ; 
he hath a Native Elegarncy that invites his 
Reader ;, Variety of Learning couched, 
not vaunted ; and a Perſpreutty ſuch, as 
will make his Reaſonings appear to a 
weak Eyc : A Manual which is enrich- 
ed with all thele Graces, ſhall (I truſt ) 
not only be frequently and atrentively 
peruſey, but that it will lively effe&, 
and fit cloſe ro the Reins, and penctrate 
the Heart of the Reader, eſpecially that 
Reader for whom it is deſigned 3 and for 
this Bleſhng on the Geztyy, it is our Duty 
to {ollicite the Diveze Goodneſs, 


SARUM 
27, Oob, 1659, / 


Towr aſſured Friend, 


Hum, H, 
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PE BR DIYPERODYP 
The Preface, 


T- h- He Authority of Cuſtom bath 
* os [omuch a more general pre» 
g waleicy then that of Truth ; 

that he that ſhall adventure 
to aſſault that with this, may be thought not 
to have well dzgeſted the prudent Caution 
of our SaUiour, Luke 14.31, To ſit down 
and conſider whether he be able with 
ren thouſand to meet him that cometh 
againſt him with wwenty thouſand ; for 
doubtleſs ſuch, aud much greater ts the odds 
between theſe two Litzgauts, Aud to the 
imputation of this anwarineſs 1 cannot but 
foreſee the preſent Deſign very leable, 

2, Gentility bas long ſince confuted 
Job's Aphor:ſm, Man is born to labour, 
and inſtead thereof, has pronounced to its 
Clients the Rich man's Requiem, Soul take 
thine eaſe, eat, driilk and be merry, A 
Gentleman #s now ſuppoſed to be only 8 
thing of pleaſure, a Creature ſent into the 


'. world, as the Leviathan 1#to the deep, to 


take his paſtime therein,(ad the better to 
\ A 3 cOm- 
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ed him, But (rom this jealouſie I dave truſt 
the erſurng Leaues to be their own Vindica- 
Tours, 

3, 1 have been no wnconcerned (much leſs 
zſulting ) Spettator of the Depreſs10ns the 
Gemry have fallen wnder in theſe latter 
years, but have pay'd them my juſt tribute of 
compaſs10n ; yet 1 confeſs,1 think thoſe ſcarce 
worthy a regret, in compariſon with thoſe v6- 
luntary deſcents, too many of them have made 
from true worth and Uirtue, *Tis ſure afar 
leſs deplorable ſpeRacleto ſee a Gentleman 
ſpoiled of his Fortune by his Conſcience, then 
bis Luxury, and to behold him under the 
ſtroke of the Headſman, then under thoſe 
more infamous Execautioners,h1s Luſt, or In- 
temperance, Tet I fear if the Martyrology 
even 
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even of theſe ſufſering Times were ſcanned, 
Venus and Bacchus would be found to have 
had many more Martyrs, then God aud 
Loyalty. 

4. But I confeſs it an impertinence thus 
to balance the two miſchiefs of dorng and 
ſaffering ill, ſince 'tis certain the latter is to 
be reſulued tnto the former, and has no ext: 
ftence of it ſelf, but nhat it derrues from 
that, Punijhments are but the reſults of 
ſins; and therefore whatever Maltgntty 
in the Effeft, becomes intirely chargeable up; 


on the Cauſe, and we are to look upon our © 


Vice not only as our greateſt, but our only 
wnhappizeſs, This Conſideration ſhews us 
the ſource of all our Sufferings, ard 1s tt 
ſelf no leſs obuious, then thoſe ; though one 
would think it as concealed as the head of 
Nilus, that ſhould only ofſerve how many 
other Originals of our Calamittes are af- 
ſigned, whileſt this 1s ſcarce dreamt of, 
This Jonah #5 ſuffered to ſleep ſecurely tn 
the Ship, while her more 1nnocent Fraught ts 
caſt over board, Fonah 1,5. Every the 
leaſt ſparkle from without 1s charged as an 
Incendiary, when alas, like Ana, our own 
Lowels ſend out that fire,which has ſo near re- 
duced us to aſhes, But as in Diſeaſes we ac- 
cownt the Diſcovery of the Cauſe the firſt and 

A 4 moſt 
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moſt neceſſary ſtep to the Cure ;, ſo certainly is 
it bere, the convidion of our guilt 1s a moſt 
indiſpenſable Preparatrue towards the eaſe 
of our Preſſures, and we muſt be heavy la- 
den #1 the Chriſitan ſenſe, Marth, 11. 28. 
before we ſhall ceaſe tote ſo inthe Citul, 

5, But I fear men proceed tn this affarr 
rather like Mountebarks thes good Phyſict- 
. ans,uſe [ome palliating Medicines 70 allay the 
Effetts, or perhaps Anodynes to ſtupifie the 
Patient, and wholly neglett the Root of the 
eMalady, Nor do 1 appropriate this Error 
tothe Gentry, 'trs too viſible that all ſorts 
and qualities have too juſt aclaim to it, to 
let any one go away with the Incloſure, But 
becauſe the preſent Deſign makes them my 

cultay Province, I ſhall, waling all others, 
addreſs my ſelf at. this time to them only, 
with this moſt paſstonate Requeſt, that they 
would not uſe that cruelty to themſelves, for 
which Amalck ſtands br anded towards 1f- 
racl,Deut.25.18, By therr perſevering Im- 
preties ſmite and deſtroy thoſe feeble and 
faint Remains of their former Felictties, 
but that they would now at laſt ſeriouſly ad- 
wert to this their ſo great and important 
concernment, and pitch upon, - the true 
Achan, that has thu long troubled their 


Iiracl, eAnd that being done, that ftory 
| dh 
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drrefts the next ſtep of the Proceſs, even the 
brenging him to execution, cutting that off, 
»hich will elſe 1n{ allibly bring don a Fatal 
Exciſion upon themſelves, Nor ts this rote 
deferred, for alas the Diſeaſe 1s come to too 

reat a berght, too dangerous a Criſis, to 
admit any delay of the Remedy, 

6, When Egypt had ſmarted under a 
ſucceſsron of miraculous Plagues for dletatn- 
ing the \(raclites, the S*7Varts of Pharaoh 
1mportane bim to releaſe them, and conclude 
their aduice mith this Pathetique enforces 
ment, Knowelſt thou nor yet that Egypt is 
deſtroyed > Ard God knrons I may but 
too properly gue the ſame cage 10 mire; For 
alas, Gentlemen, are rot your Eſtates naſt- 
ed, your Pritiledges 4iolated, your Sj len- 
dours eclipſed, your Perſons reſtratned, your 
Families Lroken and ſhattered, your Digit- 
tres trampled upon by the meaneſt of the 
Vulgar, an finally your ſelces quite tranſpo- 
ſed in your ſtation, now mare the Tail who 
were once the Head, Deur, 28 44, And 
is 1t not yet time to diſmiſs thoſe ſins which 
are the Authors of all this ? If you are 
tell of Pharaoh's mind, ard reſolue tore. 
tain them, you are certainly no leſs olſtinate 
then he, tut much more irrational, Hehad 
ſomewhat of viſible advantage to tempt him 

x is 
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to detain the [\{raclites,they were big Slaves, 
wrought hard at his work, built him Cites, 
Bu: how far 1s that from the Caſe here! 
They are not your 8laves, but your Task- 
maſters, which you are ſo unwilling to part 
with, thoſe that ſet you to the Uileſt and moſt 
ſeruvile Drudgeries, and are ſo far from 
bringing you in profit, that 1 may boldly 
make the Apoſtles challenge, Rom, 6,21. 
What fruit have you had of thoſe 
things > Azd doubt not the only account 
you canbring tn of your Harveſt, muſt be 
the Iiyentory of your Miſertes, we are 
witneſſes of many Houſes, many Cites they 
have demoliſh'd and laid waſte, but we bave 
z0 ſlrufure of theirs to ſhew, but a Babcl of 
Confuſion, 

7, But alas, theſe your ſecular Runes are 
but thetr modeſt aid petty outrages, Take 
another iew of them, and it will like Eze» 
Kiel's Viſion, Exck. 6, 8, preſent you with 
more and greater abominations then 
thele, ev-n the abomination of deſolati- 
an in the holy place, Tour ſins have nat 
only deſolated your own houſes, but Gods, 
That Beauty of his Ornament which be 
ſet in Majeſty, Ezck. 7. 20, bath by theſe 
your deteſtable things been expoſed to ſpoil 
aud pollution, we are not jet grown ſoold 

in 
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in our miſeries as 10 have out-wern the ags 
grauation of remembring our happier eſtate. 
And how ſad, how wounding a coutemplati- 
0n 1s it to compare the paſt and preſent con- 
drtzon of this Church > when the Temple 
was rebuilding, the joy of that reſtauration 
could not ſuppreſs the grief of theſe nho 
remembred the ſo much more Glorious Fa- 
brick of the firſt, but they lard the foundati- 
on 13 therr tears, the text ſays, They wept 
with a loud voice, Neh, 3. 12, But nhat 
tears, what ejulations can be litter or loud 
enough for us, who are to'lament not partial 
and mperfet repairs, but total rutys and 
vaſt ations, that ſee the mar erials of our Sion 
wow reduced to duſt and ru/liſh, nho once 
ſaw them happily compafled, built together 
as a City at unity in it (clt ! 

8. And while we thus remember Sion, 
and are our ſelves by the waters of Babyz 
lon, 'ts ſure but proper we fit down and 
weep, #24, as thoſe Captites, Plal, 137. 4 
ſolemz Adieu to all entertainments of joy 
and pea we, Atd would God re all, par- 
ticularly you to whom I row ſpeak, did as ex: 
aAly parallel them in this ſad and pious re- 
ſentment, as we do tn the motrues of it, that 
fo your quarrel to ſin might be arcended to 
#ts full height, as that which robs you not on- 


ly 
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ly of your ſpiritual, but ( that xhich maxy of 
you bave more guſt of ) your carnal joys al- 
ſo. 'Tis your ſins, I would I could ſay yours 
alone, which have tees the perſecuting 
Sauls, that have thus made havock of the 
Church, The Securitics, Protancnels, and 
Licentioulnels of your proſperous days 
made the firſt breaches in her walls : a:.d now 
the [Impenitence and tncorregebleneſs of 
your calamitous, like the Edomites, cry, 
Down with her, down with her even to 
the gound. '7 nas amongſt the Jews 4 
Capial Guilc zo curle a Parent, and ſhall 
it now paſs for an eaſie, or no crime, not 
only to curſe, but deſiroy our common Mo- 
ther, to abet and maintain thoſe Troops 
which thus defie, yea invale ber? O why 
ſhonld you not at laſt recal your exiled Py» 
ety, and aſſume a holy and becoming indig- 
nation; againſt theſe ber cruel, ber tmplaca» 
ble Enemzes ? 

9. But this you cannot be ſuppoſed to do, 
rbilſt You arrargu only other mens ſins, and 
leave your own out of the 1ndittment, 1 
doubt not many of you do wuh diſpleaſure, 
perhaps more then enough, charge ber rum 
upon the immediate Inſtruments, dccuſe the 
bold Intruſion of ignorant Teachers, of ba- 
Uing depravee ber DoArine z «Ambition 

ana 
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and Envy of impatient Inferiours, of ſub- 
verttng her Dilcipline z the Pride and Fa- 
Hon of buſie* Spirits, of diſturbing ber 
Peace ; the greedy eAvarice of Sacrilegte 
0us perſons, of devoaring her Patrimony. 
And theſe 1 ſhall not deny to have been the 
Weapons that thus have mortally wounded 
her, But let it be rememtred, that theſe 
were wielded and whetted Ly the more gene- 
ral impieties, from whence they borrowed 
therr deſtructive power, eAnd therefore to 
transfer the guilt here, #5 but the artifice of 
ſlaying Uriah with the {word of the 
Children of Ammon, which you know 
acquitted not David from being a Mur- 
derer, Ne, God knons, here lies a Carkoſs 
of s poor bleediug Church, but which of 
you our Elders are qualified for the purgate- 
on the Law aſ$igns tn that caſe, Deur, 21. 
82 Which of you can ſay, Our hands have 
not ſhed this blood, neither have our 
eyes ſeen it ? 

Io, Tet the leſs capable you are of thus 
wajping your hands in innocence, the 
great need you have to waſh them in 

enitence, 4d therefore ſince as you are 
$ons to this Mother, the Office of Avenger 
of blood devolues on you ; O bring forth 
fruits of Repemiance, by diſchargrng that 
| part 
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part faithfally;, drag out theſe Criminals | 
which have taken Sanftuary 13 your | 
breaſts, and there dwell ſecurely, as in 4 
City of Refuge, and hew them in pic» 
ces, as Samuel di4 Agag before the 
Lord, And as your incentives to this are 
enfintely greater and more preſsing, then tn 
other murders, ſo will the eff-#s alſo vaſtly 
tranſcend thoſe of common Juſitce, That 
only revenges ; but this may repair the miſ- 
chref, recal the vital ſpirits, and reunite 
the ſcattered limbs of this mangled boy, 
Such an Omnipotency us there 11 ſincere Ry- 
pentance, that it 1s able even to effeft a Re- 
ſurretion, O that you would be ambittous 
of working this Miracle, and by this prous 
Prodigie beget your Mother, that you would 
weep ſo long over her aſhes, till that morſture 
bad rendred them prolifical, and you ſee 
ber ſpring out of her Ulrn, 

11, This, this 1s your only way of ye- 
verſing that extirpating Decree, which 
theſe Hamans ( your ſins ) have procured, 
And if You negle# this, Mordecai's menate 
to Heſter will be too applicable to you : if 
God in his unfathomable mercy ſhould cauſe 
deliverance aud enlargement to arile 
from ſome orher place to this poor deſo- 
late Church, yet your ſelves can expeRt no» 
| thing | 
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thing but Deſtrutizon, If you have no ſerſe 
of the deſolations of Sion, no pity to {ce 
her in the Duſt, &ut ſt:l! chuſe to cheriſh 
thoſe ampiettes which haute trought her ibs 
ther ; yet even they will, at the laſt, atenge 
ber quarrel, bring Tou thoſe miſeries, the 
ſenſe whereof it will Le 1mpoſsible for you to 
avoid, or extinguiſh, 

12, For alas, to repreſent your ſins to you 
as the Origt,als merely of Temporal, ybe- 
ther Pritate or Publ:ck Ruines, 15 to giue 
you too fair and flattering a pourtratHure of 
them : theſe are but the light preluſory skirs 
miſhes to a more diſmal ſlaughter, the Pro- 
logue to the fatal | ragedy, Take their full 
charatter from the Apoſile,Romi,6,2 1, The 
end of thoſe things is death, evez death 
eternal, It 1s 0ur uſual comfort agatiſt the 
perſecutions of men, tha: they can purſue us 
no farther then tothe grave ; there, as Job 
ſpeaks, the weary be at reſt, But this Ty- 
rant 1n Our own breaſis has o ſuch limits to 
its malice, but then eſpectally begins, when 
all other cruel:tes ceaſe, tortures finitely by 
the gnawings of that worm which never 
dics, and the ſcorchings of that fire which 
never ſball be quenched, 

13. And now who can ſufficiently wonder 
at the snfatuation, that Tou ſhould demurre 
upon 


_— —— — 
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upon the diſmiſsing of ſo treacherous a 
Gueſt, that You ſhould cheriſh this Viper in 
your boſoms, which Tou already feel eating 
. your Bowels, devouring all your temporal fe- 
licities, and yet takes thoſe but tn the way to 
your Heart, your more precious and eternal 


part > *Tis the common Maxime even of 


thoſe that receruve aduantage by the perfid:- 
ouſneſs of others, to love the Treaſon, but 
hate the Traitour ; but here 1s that Rule 
quite tzverted ; Tou hate the Treaſon, are 
smparient of the affliting conſequences of 
your ſin, yet love the Traitor, hug that in 
your cloſeſt Embraces, The Apoſtle tndeed 


forewarns us of the Deceirfulnels of fin, 


Hebr. 3. 13, but ſure this is a pitch beyond 
that ; this is not deceit, but inchantment, 
ſome ponerful Philtrum #t muſt needs be, 
that can thus make men tn love 110t only with 
deformity, but diſeaſe. 

14. But all the Magicians of Egy 
arc not able to ſtand before Moſes, thers 
Magick ts not ſo trreſiſtible, but that Reaſon 
«4 Religion will yield Tow countercharms 
able to diſ-inchant You, if Tou will but ſuf- 
fer them to come into your aid, Do but 
once ſlep out of the Devils Circle, the aflual 
Vertiginous purſutt of your ſinful appetites, 
and giye your Faculties ſome r—__ 
0 
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ſo much breath from that hot chaſe as may 
qualifie them for a calm conſudergte view cf 
' other things, and then tis certutn you will 
diſcern. that Vertue has a much more raviſh« 
ing appeararcenfinitely more deletable and 
enamouriug, than all the Devils Opticks 
could put upor your htgheft and moſt guſiful 

ſenſualtties, Do you only beſt ow ſome atten- 

tive Vooks upon her; let her once an at your 

eyes, and then league her to make her own way 

to your heart, And this is ſure & Very modes 

raie requeſt, that Tou will but Vouchſafe to 

look upon what is thus amiable, And with 

what pretence can you deny it > Tou who, to 

£42e 0# thoſe tranſitory Beauttes which are 

dnely your ſnares, (tick at no difficulty, will 

be content to come (thoſe of Tow that have 

zo other motrues) ever to Church upon that 

errand: O do not here put off your curioſity, 

where alone it may auail you, but rather 

take this opportunity of hallowing that (his 

therto /%; Ar ) part of your temper, 

I 5, It bas been none of the Devils meaneſs 
or anluckieſt Arts to infuſe prejudices 1mto 
mens mindes againſt Chriſtian praQile, by 
repreſenting it 1 the moſk averting forms, 
He changes ſhapes with 1t,and 45 be trans- 
forfbimſelf into an Angel of light, ſo he 
Ales this znto one of Darknels, makes 1t aps 

[2 pear 
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peay 4 State of the moſt diſmal ſadneſs and 
horrour,s region of Antipodes io all Joy | 
and cheerfulneſs, And how mach more ready | 
men are to take the Devil at his word then 
Chriſt at his, who profeſſes bis Yoke calic 
andbisBurthen light, app: ars t00 viſible 
en the general everſncſs thofe hate to Piety, 
who never ſo much as tried it, but take up 
amplicite confuſed prejudices agatiſt it, and 
retain thoſe as faſt, as if they were the pro- 
auRs of many years coſtly experiences, And 
* is tobe feared, theſe have taken the de 

root 11 the richeſt Soil, they ſeeming no 4 
more to flouriſh, then among You of the bigh- 
eft Quality, Tet ſure, of all others, Tow are 
moſt oblxged to eradicate them, they implying 
ſuch a groſs tnjuſtice, as any ingenuous mind 
muſt te aſham'd of. 

I 6.Tou will your ſelves readily pronounte, 
that ] Jndge not onely corrupt, but impudent, 
that condemns a perſon whoſe cauſe he never 
heard: yet if you will but reflef, you will 
find your own verdiR relound upon your 
ſetves,with a Tu es homo for 'trs evident- 
dy your caſe bere, It is time for you therefore 
to beſo juſt, if not to Vertue, yet to your own 
Reputations, as to retraft that condemmatory 
ſentence, you have paſt upon ber, and put on 
ſo much at leaſt of the torm of Juſtice, as to 
give 
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rue ber a fair Tryal, But this you cannot do 
FA hearing the tongues of men aud Angels 
plead for her, none but her ſelf can manage 
her cauſe, you muſt admit her 1140 your [0+ 
ciety, and converſe, take her into ſuch a fami- 
liarity, as may bring ber within diſtance of 
your Of ſer _—_ you pronounce of her, 
In ſhort, if you will tndeed render your ſelues 
competent Tudges,whe:her 8 Vertuous life be 
a pleaſant or a d'ſmal thing, enter upon it, 
and let your own experiences be your tnfor- 
mers, 

17, 1 cannot ſuſpe the age ſo degene- 
YOus,as 30t to beliewe there are divers partt- 
cular perſons among you, who have made the 
experiment, and to their Teſttmony I dare 
appeal, and doubt not they will from Judges 
turn Advocates, and recommend it toyou, 
and ſure you will have no cauſe tn this in. 
ſtance to wave your wonted Priviledge of be. 
ang tryed by your Pecrs, to except agataſt 
thetr Fudgment tn the cale, who being pla- 
ced in equal circum ftances with you, muſt be 
ſappoſed to underſtand your utmoſt Tempta- 
trons to Vice, from whence alone all the ſeem- 
ig difficulties and wneaſineſſes of Virtue do 
artje, 

18, It were the work of many Volumes to 
deſcribe the ſeveral diftia® Advantages to- 
#2 pards 
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wards a pleaſant Being, which are wrapt up 
3n this one comprebe, [ive Felicity, 1 ſhall 
#nſtarce onely in: that, to which the ens 
ſurng TraQt particularly rel1tes, and that is 
that it furniſhes you with af: 1|[1on of very 
Agreeable and Chearful \mplryments. Ver- 
twe 15 of a buſie and athrue Nature, and as in 
zts ſeveral Operatzon:s it has an oppoſition: to 
all the ſeveral ſorts of Vice, ju 11 its Very 
Conſtitution and Priuiciple it bears an acowe 
ed Antipathy to that one fertile Seminary of 
moſt other Sims, Idlenels ; and ſure the 
reſcuing you from that 1s uo contemptible 
Benefit, For though you ſrem to challenge it 
as a conſiderable part of your lube; itance, 
that you may live and do Nothing, and are 
Yery tenacious of that Claim ;, yet, *tis moſt 
evident, that what you contend for, as your 


Prviledge, your ſelves eſteem your burden, - 


yea ſo much ſo, that to be rid of it you caſt as 
way Eſtate, Health, Soul axd all for Compa- 
zy, imploy your ſelves the moſt rutnouſly, 1a- 
ther thei endure to be Idle ; nay, quite cons 
Fute pear own Pretenſions to eaſe,ty thoſe la- 
bortous and toilſome Vices which you are fain 
80 cali Pleaſures, to render them tolerable, 
but have certatnly no pretence to that Tithe 
- any other ſcore, but that they keep you dv. 
ng, | 
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I9, Andnow what more grateful Office 
can poſſibly be done for/ men in this Condi- 
tion, then to ſhew them how they may free 
themſelves of this load without contratiing 4 
worſe; I mean the guiit of thoſe things 
which like Rehoboam converts Whips 21 
to Scorpions yet are now fatn to te reſorted 
to, as the onely tnſliruments of therr relzef. 
eAnd this a Chriſitan Life will be ſure todo 
for you; It mill conſtantly provide you with 
tnacent druertiſements, nay much more, it 
will grye you buſineſs, ſo excellent, and wor- 
thy ihe argutty of your Natures, ſo Noble and 
anſwerable tothe Splendour of your Qualts 
tres, ſo every way agreable to the arms of 
Rational eMen, that you will have cauſe to 
acknowledge with Our Church, that Gods 
Service 15 perte& Freedom, 

20, 1 ſhall not undertake to grue you a 
particular view of all the Severals of thoſe 
Employments ; Thoſe Preceprs of the Goſpel 
which aſsign your Tasks, do ſufficiently 11- 
form you of the Nature and Excellency of 
them ; my whole Scheme is compriſed tn that 
One, which &trefis an Attendance on that 
Ca'ing wherein Gul hath placed men, end 
therefore 1 am to treat onely of theſe particu- 
lar Duties nhich are incumbent ow you 4s 
. Gentlemen, ard iberets ſhewp you thet cone 
| | ' fiaered 
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ſidered as ſuch,you have a Calling, aid ſo 

free you of that reproach and miſery of being 
unproficable burdens of the Earth, and | 
then evince to you alſo that that Calling is fo 
far from implying any thing of real toil or 
meaſineſs, that it 1s onely an Art of refining 
and (ublimating your Pleaſures, rendrin 

them more guſitul and exquiſite, and ſo will 
(if attended to) make good to you in earn. 
eſt your miſtaken pretence to a Litc of ſen, 
ſuality and delight, 
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Of Buſmeſs and Callings in 


general, 
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E that by ſloth and improvidence 
 Ciftipates and coniumes that 
I Stock which is properly his own, 
talls jui'ly under the bluuc Cen- 
ſure of Folly, and uſually under che ſharper 
and more ſmarting Penance of Poyerty and 
Want: But he that is buc a depured Manager, 
if henegle& his Depoſitmm, is liable to a hea» 
| vier weight both of Obloquy and Diſcipline, 
{ The weakneſs of the one may poltibly meec 
| with ſomewhar of picy ; but che falſeneſs and 

treachery of the other is the objeft ot an uni- 
| verſal deteſlation, and is oftentimes very (e- 
| verely ſentenced by thoſe, who, it chey would. 
| impartially reflet, would find themlſelyes 
deeply involved in the ſame guilt. 

2, God hasplaced Mar in the World, not 
asa Proprietary, but a Steward, he hath pur 
many excellenc things into his poſſeſſion, but 
theſe in truſt,to be not only kept, but negotia- 
ted wich,and by traffick improved go the uſe __ 
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the true owner : Yet herein dealing as a molt 
bountiful Maſter, by not only promiſing 
tranſcendent Rewards in the future to his fide- 
lity,but even annexiag at the preſent (as to the 
Hesfer that treadeth out the Corn ) a molt hibe- 
ral tubſiſtence, interweaving his Interelt ſo 


only means of being happy even in this 
world. 
3. This certainly is the ſtate of mankind 


having ſomething of this kind 1ntruſted to 
him. No man that hach underſtanding, be that 
of a higher or lower ſize, but hath variety of 
abilities of one ſort or other, and withal that 
actuating power, which ſhould fer them on 


exemption from the disburſements, the rasks, 
bur is under a {trict obligation of improving 
what he hath thus received, of bringing in 
fruic to the Granary, as well in order to his 
own account and joy in the auditing of the 
Harvelt, as alſo to the glory of God from 
whom aſone he derives (and muſt impute)both 
the ſeed, and irrigation, and the very increaſe. 
And hethat on theſe grounds and according 
to theſe meaſures decently adminiſters his Pro- 


ſtate of buſineſs, that he ſhall have lictle cauſe 


with his Duty, that the diſcharge of it is his | 


in general; every ( / mean Kational ) perſon | 


work. And then ſurely he that hath not been | 
excluded from the receits, mult not pretend an | 


vince, fſedulouſly attends his duty in this mat- , 
cer, will find himſelf placed in ſuch an aRiye: 


$0 ſuſpeRt himſelf negletted, or forgotten by 
: God, 
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God and Nature, or placed in the world with- 
out a Callimy. 

4-From what is thus indiſpenſably required 
of all men, no one rank or indiyidual of that 
ſpecies can plead an immunity. And therefore 
ull thoſe whom Z1irth, Education and Wealth, 
and the common dialect of the world hath 
made known by the ityle of Gentlemen, ſhall 
think tic ro expunge the latter part of that title, 
and diſclaim the nature of men, as they are 
willing todo the duty, they muit certainly re- 
tract this error, and acknowledge they have 
their ſhares in this common obligation. 

5. Nay, indeed ifchey could fo far imitate 
the Prince of the morning, as ro ſucceed co 
that rank which he was willing to leave, I 
mean to aſcend above Humanity, and aſſume 
the natureof Angels, yet even thither would 
this purſue and overtake them. Among allthe 
Orders of that divine Hierarchy they would 
not find one Patron or Preſident of Idleneſs, 
For as the ſpiricuality of their eſſence renders 
them more agile and active, ſo that aQtivity 
is perpetually exerciſed in employing the di- 
vine abilities they have received, to the glory 
of God the donor : and that got only in bear. 
ing a part in that Celeſtial Quire which inceſ- 
ſantly ſings his praiſes, but in the morelabori- 
ous and ſeryile offices of being migiſtring ſpi- 
rits, yea even to thoſe to whom both in reſpe& 
of nature and innocence they are infinitely ſu- 


perior. And ghis they do with perfeR alacrity 
; By gag 
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and cheerfulneſs, thinking it their greatelt 
honour and dignity to be thus buned. Their 
regitive power over the world, laith Gerſon, is 
not ſo ſuitable an ingredient for a Magnihcat of 
their compoſing, as that greater dignit y of ricet- 
ving and performing Goa's commands ; An evi- 
dence how much the meaſures ot honour differ 
berween the Courtiers of Heaven, and Earth, 
the Inhabicants of thac refined, and this groſs 
Region. 1 husthen the proſpet lies betore the 
Gentlemas : it he choote either to look level 
on the ſame nature with himſelf, or direct his 
eyes upward on that of the glorious ſpirics that 
encompals (ods throne, he will not in all the 
Records cf Earth or Heaven find ever a Pa- 
gent for {loth, any Clauſe of Exemption in 
this univerſal Law. 

6. Nay if this man in honour would bid fare- 
well to his Birch-righr, and become /ihe the 
beaſts that periſh, Plal. 49. 20. 1t he could be 
concent, 1n purſuic of this one fancied priv 
ledge of a Gentleman, to renounce all the real 
ones of a man, and make Nebachaduezzar's 
puniſhment his option:yet neither the field nor 
forrelt could pive him SanRuary, afford him 
any number ot aſſociates to aid, or but counte- 
nance him in his mutiny againſt this divine de- 
cree;they would rather be his tutors and moni- 
torsto obey ic. For what rank even of the moſt 
ſavage animals is there, which we can indi of 
the not employing thoſe faculties they have 
, received? Are they not generally in a iy 
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tual and regular motion to thoſe ends for 
which they were created, in continual exer- 
cite of thote powers with which they are en- 
dued ? yea ſome of them with ſuch 1mprove- 
ment to all their neccſlary purpoſes, that it 
hath raiſed a doubc whether they a& by in- 
ſtinct or reaſon, by fancy or judgement. Py- 
thagoras is dilcernably on their (ide : and 
Arsſtotle that was leis kind to them, ſeems 
by one ſaying to have yielded the cauſe, when 
of thoſe creatures which, he ſaith, want reaſon, 
he conteſleth that fancy ſupplies its place, I need 
not take part in this diſpure ; whattvever their 
{ faculties or Talents are, none can doubt of 
their ule of chem, or whetlier this their unin- 
terrupted obedience to the Law of their Crea-» 
_ _ tionrefle&s the proportionable glory on their 
| Creator. 

7. To deſcend one degree lower yet ; The 
very inanimate creatures afford their conſort 
to this divine harmony , every one of them 

| perform thoſe offices, fail not in the exerciſe 
; of all thoſe ( not unactive ) qualities God hath 
; putintothem. The $»» hath received a power 
| of cheriſhing and enlivening cerreſtrial bodies, 
p and ic folds notup i:s rays, but communicates 
- and diſpenſeth them freely. The Earth has 
- received a power of fructifying, giving ſap 
t and verdure to that which grows upon it, and 
f it withholds not that vital moiſture, bur like a 
© tender nurſe ſends it forth liberally co all that 
expeR nouriſhment from her bcealts; and fo 
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proportionably to all other parts of this great 
body. And that all this ſervesto illultrate the 
glory of thatgomnipotent wiſdom which hath 
placed them in this ſo excellent a ſubordina. 
tion, is moſt viſible without the help of a per- 
ſpetive, When the Queen of Sheba ſaw the 
magnificence and regularity of Solomon's 
Courr, ſhe brake out into an admiration of his 
wiſdom : And ſurely a far greater occaſion is 
miniltred to all thoſe who contemplate the ad. 
mirable order of the Lniverſe, with all tranſ- 
portation of ſoul to magnihe and adore the 
divine Diſpolcr of it, as we ſee frequently ex- 
emp!iticd to us in the ſublime Raptures of the 
holy Pſalmiſt, who never better approves his 
right to becalled the ſwert Singer of Iſrael, 
than on this raviſhing Theme. 

8. And now can it be fancied a priviledge 
and dignity, to be the one jarring ſtring in 
this great Inſtrument ? todiſcompole this di- 
yine melody, and become the only unprofi- 
table ulelcſs part of the Creation ? Shall thoſe 
whom God hath made [zerle lower then the An- ' 
gels, ſubdue and debaſe their natures be. 
neath the very loweſt rank of Creatures? and 
ſhall this (not humble but ) ſordid exinanition 
be look'd upon with reverence, courted as a 
preferment ? This certainly is ſuch an abſur- 
dity, as wants nothing to its confutation, but 
merely to be conſider'd: And therefore if 
Gentlemen would but ſoberly reflec, there is 
little doubt but they would reſfgn at ons 
rack 
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their claim, and their value of this ſo de- 
faming a piece of honor, 1o abaſing an exal- 
tation. 

9. Wecan let down our thoughts but one 
ſtep lower, and that is into the bottomleſs pit; 
and trom thence ſure none will defire to ferch 
a precedent , yet if he did, even that black 
Region could nor afford ic, For though it mult 
be confeſſed, thoſe accnrſed ſpirits accord not 
with the former inſtances, in reſpect of the end 
of their ations, yer they do inthe activity it 
ſelf: theirs is a buſie ſtate, though to an ill 
purpole : Satan gors to and fro in the earth, 
Job 2. 2-and he walks abont ſeeking whom he 
may devour, 1 Pet, 5.12. Yea he employs all 
his faculties roo, makes diligent uſe of all that 
acuteneſs and dexterity which either hisnature 
or experience haye furniſhed him with, ro- 
wards that end he purſues. So thatit were a 
wronging, 4 calumniating even of the very 
Devil, to charge him with idleneſs : which 
though it be aſin which yields him ſuch liberal 
crops, that he may well ſeek both to plant and 
cheriſh it in humane nature, yet he cannor 
offer ſuch violence to his own, as to become an 
Example of it. 

10. We may hence make a meaſure, how 
ſcandalous reproachful a thing this is, which 
neither Heaven, Earth, nor Hell it ſelf will 
own, but is like an illegitimate birth, dif- 
claimed by all, How unreaſonable, nay how 
infamous will itthen be, for thoſe to take up 
B 4 this 
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this expoſed brat, to foſter this vice in their 
botomes, who have of all others the greatelt 
ard molt particular ob.:gation to detelt it, as 
having received the moſt of thoſe Talents 
which engaged chemrto a&tion ? And that ſuch 
i: the Gentleman condition a ſlight inſpection 
will ſerve co demonltrace. 


Sa & 7. 4 
Of Varieties of ( allings. 


7. Ow ſince the univerſal obligation, 
which t incumbent upon all, and 

N renders it {tri duty to have a 
Caling,reſis upon this undeniable 

ground, That all men have received from God 
Jome abilities to atwate, ſome Talents to im- 
prove, it follows by all Laws of inference, 
that choſe who have received the moit of theſe, 
can of all others the leaſt reaſonably precend 
toan Exemption, but muſt- on the contrary be 
acknowledged under the conſtraint of the 
ſtronger and more numerous ties, the general 
duty w hich herein lies upon all, extending and 
ſpreading it (elt into ſeveral Branches, accord» 
ing to the quality and proportion of mens re= 
_—  7*-: 3. Hence 
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2, Hence it comes to paſs, that mens Cal- 
lings ard imployments become fo various, uot 
only by the free choices of the ſeyeral men, 
but even by the direction ard aflignation of 
God and Nature, becauſe one man 1s turniſhed 
with an ability, which qualites him tor one 
ſorr of calling, another 1s by his diſtin pro- 
priety market out for another. Ard hence alſo 
It is, that thoſe callings, which are diltin&t 
in ſeyeral perſons, may come to be urited in 
one man, becaule the ſeveral abilicies, which 
conſtituce thoſe Ca/lings, concurring in him, 
the duties mult by unayoidable cor -fequence 
do ſo allo. This 1s in ſome degree obſervable 
in moit men, who beſides the general powers 
common to mankind, do receive ſome peculs- 
«rin order to ſome ſpecial end, and fo are ob- 
liged not only to thoſe Exerciſes which be- 
long indifferently to their whole ſpecies, but 
to thoſe alſo for which they are individually 
qualitned, Thus thoſe whom God hath called 
to Chriſtianity, are by that impowred for 
thoſe performances which that holy profeſſion 
exacts, and fo have the calling of Chriſtians 
ſuperadded to the other, which either natural 
or civil obligation had laid upon them; fo 
that the ſame man may have various callings, 
in relation to his differing capacities, un- 
leſs, as we diſtinguiſh mens ſouls into the 
vepetative,the animal, and the rational, which 
in {trier ſpeaking may be ſaid ro be only di- 
yers operations of the ſame ſoul; fo ”" 
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truth what we term ſeveral callings, be but the 
ſame comprehenſive one, ſtretching it ſelf into 
the ſeveral faculries of the perſon. 

3. I need not attempt toevince the impro- 
priety of the phraſe, *cwill ſerve my end as 
well that they paſs tor ſeveral, and the appli- 
cation 1 ſhall make ofit, is to ſhew thoſe who 
are unwilling to hear ofany Calling at all, that 
they have obligacions indiſpenſable to more 
than one. They have what ever can belong to 
them as men, they have alſo what belongs to 
them as Chriſtians , and they have alſo a pecu- 
liar addition appercaining to them as Gentle- 
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men, that is by interpretation, thoſe who are | 
diltinguiſhed from the vulgar, not only by | 
empty names and airy titles, but by real dona- | 
tives, diſtributed to them by God, asſo many | 


diſtin advantages, fertile and prolifcal abfli- 
ties, towards the bringing him in his expected 
harveſt of honor and glory. 

4+ It is too much to be doubted, many of 
them may need admonition concerning the 


tWo former of theſe callings; the duties even ' 


of men, much more of Chriſtians being ſo 
far worn out of praftice, that they ſeem 


to be out of memory too, or it they beatall , 


refleted on, *tis with the ſame ſcorn that 
the antiquated habits of our forefathers are, 


as things fit only to dreſs a man up an obje , 


of laughter and derifion. But this would 


bertoo yaſt a Theme, and beſides is ſuperſe- | 


fed by the many pious labours of others. M 


purpoſe | 
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purpoſe therefore is not to treat at all of them, 
otherwiſe than they ſhall happen to be linked 
and interwoven, as in many particulars they 
are, with the third, that of the Gentleman. 

5- And here they need not fear that I mean 
to put the Spade or Hammer into their hands, 
torequire them to become either Husbandmen 
or Mechanicks : my whole Deſign is tounded 
in their diltintion from theſe, namely, in 
thoſe things, wherein either in kind or degree 
they excel] chem. That many ſuch things there 
are, they will need no Monitor at another 
time; when the queſtion is only of the Reve- 
rence and Reſpet due from ſuch their infe- 
riors : In ſuch caſes eyery one can make large 
Scrol's and Catalogues ( wrirren like E zekiel's 
Roll, within and Without ) of his Advantages 
and Prerogatives, and (iretch them to the ex- 
ating the very laſt mite of Tribute they can 
poſſibly pretend ro. Butler them remember, 
that God is as jealous of his Honor, as they 
can be of their own: and therefore as they 
make thoſe Pre-eminences, inſtruments of at= 
tracting Glory from thoſe below them, fo they 
mult alſo of reverberating and returning it 
home tothat divine Power aboye them, who 
beſtowed them to that end, and will not final- 
ly bedeluded; but ifthey will diſappoint his 
primary intention, that of having his Grace 
glorifed in their faithful managery of thoſe 
Talents, they ſhall not be able co defeat his 
ſecondary, that of having his Z»ſtice mas; 

mn 
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nified in the fatal doom ot ſuch flothfal ſer- 
vants ; if they will envy him the more agree- 
able ſatisfation of beltowing Rewards, they 


cannot defraud him of that ( though inferior ) | 


of executing vengeance, 


S« <7 IL 
The Particulars of the Gen- 


tleman's eA duantages a- 


bove others, 


I. Ur to dwe!l no longer on Generals, 
I ſhall deſcend to particularize 
thoſe Advaztages, by which they 
are ievered and diſcriminated from 

the vulgar, and which conſequently by being 

peculiar to them, devolye on them an obliga- 
tion of a 4:/tinfF Daty. And here I ſhall be 


careful to prevent diſpute, and therefore take | 


in none but what are ſo obvious, as to be uni- 
verſally acknowledged , and then having my 
premiſſes granted, [ ſhall hope they will not 


betrray themſelves ſuch ill Logicians, asto re- | 


fiſt or diſclaim the Concluſion, 
2. I begin with that Advantege which they 
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are carlieſt poſſelt of, that of an ingenuous 
and refined Eancaticn, of which, 1 hope none 
thac hath had ic,will ſo far contute cheEtficacy, 
as to deipite and undervalue it. What the Apo- 
{ile urges 1n a higher Argument, Row. 9. may 
be appiiable hece, Mens minds are nacurally of 
the lame Clay ; Eaxcation is the Porters hand 
and wheel chat forms chem into Fl of ho= 
nor Or diſhonor. And though experience thews 
us, it is 700 poſlible for Men to deface thoſe 
nobler Impreſlions which they bave thus re- 
ceived, yer that makes it not ceaſe to be in it 
ſelfa moit eftimable Bletling, any more chan 
that excellency of Gods Image wherein Man 
wascreaced, could be defaced by his Fall. Ic 
is certain, there 15 no Humane means more et- 
fetual rowards the refining and ſharpning 
Mens intelle&s,giving thein an edge and quick- 
nels; and that the more, becaule ic takes them 
in chat age wherein their faculties are, as their 
joynts, pliant and tractable, and fo capable 
of being by exerciſe improved into great de- 
grees, both ofitrength and activity, T his Ad- 
vantage the meaner ſort generally want, the 
expenſefulneſs of ſuch a breeding ſets it be- 
yond their reach : The indigence of whoſe 
condition, doth on the contrary determine 
their purſuics rothat only, which may bring 
them ina ſubſiſtence, faſtens crhem-co the Shop 
or Plough, and fo leaves their minds uncultt- 
vated and unapt for thoſe more excellent pro- 
ductions which che bappier /»/tiz»tio» of Gen- 
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tlemen enable them for , as we ſee it obſerved 
by the wiſe man, Ecc/#5.38.23. to the end of 
that Chapter. 

3. Alccond Adyantapge is that of Wealth, 
which ro Gentlemen ſeems to be, as it were, 
rained down from the Clouds, both in reſpect 
of the plenty and the eaſineſs of its acquiſi- 
tion. Fair Patrimonies, large Inheritances de- 
ſcendon them without one drop of their ſwear, | 
one minures toil or ſollicitude, as if they were 
the undoubred Heirs of the 1ſraclites Bleſ- 
lings, Succeſſors in their Canaan, who were to 
poſſeſs Hoyſes full of all good things which they 
filled not, and Wells digged which they digged 
norV intyards andOlive-rrees which they plant- 
ed nos, as it is Der. 6. 11. The Poet hath pla- 
ced it in the front of his Inventory, the prime 
ingredient in the completelt felicity of this 
lite, Res non parta labore ſed relitta :; whereas 
onthe other {ide the lower rank of Men fetch 
their mere neceſſaries out of the Earth, which 
being, as it were, hardned and petrified by 
Adam's fin, mult be mollified and ſupplied with 
their ſwear, before it will become penetrable, 
will not yield them food, but gives them alſo a 
portion of ſorrow with it. They muſt firlt be 
rom with thoſe Thorns and Briars which co- 
yer her ſurface, before they can fetch nouriſh- 
ment out of her Bowels, they muſt buy their 

Bread with their ſwear, as if they had ingroſſed 
che penalty of their firſt Fathers ſin, whileſt 
Gentlemey ſweat only by ghe PE_mnTe 
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their ſþorrts, or by the direction of the Phy- 
ſician, ro digelt their tulnets of Bread, Which 
every one mult contels a ſufficient inequa- 
lity. 

A A third is that of Time. This depends 
by way of conſequence on the former, lor 
God having made ſuch liberal proviſions for 
them, thus prevented chem with che Blellings 
of his Goodneſs, they can have no need to 
employ their time to gain thar, wherewich 
they already abound ; and fo being exempted 
from that one devouring expenſe of ir, have 
a great ſtock to beſtow on other more excel- 
lent purpoſes : whereas the poor Man hath 
ſcarce any vacant minute, or ſuch as he can call 
his own. They are all foreitalled by thoſe 
preſſing neceſſities which le unremovable up- 
on him. His day- hours are challenged by his 
labour, his nights by his rel : and the ſarisfy- 
ing of theſe Claims lo neceſſary, that his own 
ſupport, perhaps that alſo of a numerous fa- 
mily depends upon it, and therefore he may 
not attempt todefeat them. So that if Time 
be to be accounted a Treaſure, as undoubredly 
it 1s, here is a ſecond ſort of Poverty to which 
he is expoſed as a reſult of the former, and 
another manifelt inequality between tym and 
the Gentleman. 

5. A fourth is that of Authority, by which 

I mean not that which belongs to thote which 
are adyanced to Publick Office, for that being 
peculiar to ſome few only, will not bear a 
— diltint 
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diltinCt part in my preſent conſideration : but 


1 underitand by ic that more private influence | 


which Gentlemen generally have on thoſe that 


—— 


are their Dependents. And this alſo may be | 


reckoned an effect of the former,their Wealth: 
For in proportion to that, the number of Ser- 
vants, Tenants, and Penſioners, ( yea, perhaps 
of Friends too) is to be meaſured. And over 


all cheſe they have ſomewhat ( though. not of | 


abſolure deſpotical dominion, yet ) of ſway 
and prevalency. On the other {1de, the poor 


Mans authority is bounded within the narrow ' 


Circuit of his little cottage, being in effect no 
other than the propagation of that Power 
Nature hath given him over his own body, to 
thoſe Branches which ſpring from it, his Chil- 
dren; andrto that Cien which is ingraſted in- 
to it, his Wife, And if he ſhall but peep out of 
this lictle Principality, attempt to inlarge his 
Territories, and preſcribe to any Forreigner, 
he will ſoon be taught how little his power is 
acknowledged, and conſequently how great 
a diſtance he ſtands in this particular alſo trom 
the Gentleman. 

6. The fifth is that of Reputarion and 
Eſteem,which,as the World goes, is a ſhadow 
that waits only on the greater Bodies. Wealth 


and Honor are the things that render any * 


perſon conſiderable amongit Men, prepare 
them with an aptneſs to embrace his DiRates, 
to confider his Counſels, to tranſcribe his 


Copies. And though now it often falls our = | 
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be an unjuſt meaſure, yer perl;aps it may have 
no unjuit Original. For it 1uci peitors C14 
make uſe of thoſe advancages they have, to 
make their Minds as rich as the'r Fortunes, 
this were but their Cue, Ard cheretore it it bz 
paid chem upon this ſuppolicton, it is they 
onely that are guilty of the injuſtice, by de- 
feating the ground of it. But by what tenour 
ſocyer they hold ir, *tis ſure, ir may be made 
an apt Jnltrument co many good purpoles,and 
therefore well deſeryes to be accounted 1! ro 
the number of their adyantages. Bur now 1t 
you look on the poor Man, you ſhall ſee him 
loaded with Contemprs, trom wkich, no in- 
ward Excellencies lc pofletſes can reicue him. 
It is the obſervation of the wile(t Men, thar 
the poor mans wiſdom zs deſpiſed, Eccleſ. g. 16, 
So hated and (corned a thing 1s Poverty, that 
it ſeems the Fate of it is infectious, and caits 
reproach upon the moſt eſtimable things chat 
cohabic with ic, The world is fo full ofin- 
ſtances of thistruth, that we need go no higher 
then our own times. But if we ſhould look 
back, we may find one as ancient as fob, who 
in bis own perſon experimented thele diltanc 
effeRs of Proſperity and Adverſity. While he 
was in a flouriſhing condition Afex gave car 
rohim, and waited and kipt ſilence at his coun- 
ſel. After his words, they ſpake not again, and 
his ſpeech dropped on them, ob. 29.21,22. But 
in the next Chapter we find the Scene quite 
changed,and this I and adored = 

on 
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| ſonis become a ſong and a by-word to the baſeſ| 
wen, 1 ſhall readily acknowledge this in.! 
jurious treating of the poor to be a great Bar-| 
bariſm. Bur chough there can nothing be in- 
ferred from it as de jure, yet its being ſo 4 
fatto, proves all 1 am about to aſſert, viz; 
The great unevenneſs that is ( in this inſtance, 
as well as the former) between Gentlemen and: 
their Inferiours. 

7. Having given this Schedule of undeni-\ 
able Priviledgesthey enjoy, I ſhall, before | 
proceed farcher, beſeech them here ro make # 
ſtand, and ſoberly to conſider whether it be 
imaginable, that God hath put ſo many exce 


lent Inſtruments of ARion into their hands} . 


onely to make them leſs ative. That were te 
accuſethe Divine Wiſdom of ſuch an unſkilfu* 
kind of managery, as the ſhallowelt Humane 
Providence falls not under. Will any of then 
be atthe care and expenſe to furniſh a Servar 
with all Materials and Utenſils for work, wit! 
no other deſign, but that he may ſpend hi 
time either in (leep or riot ? If they will nor, | 
ſhall ask how they would like a Servant tha 
ſhould ſo abſurdly pervert their intentions/ 
Andaccording to the anſwer they give to that 
leave them to conclude of their own accept 
bleneſs with cheir great Maſter, who n6 
onely ina ſingle inſtance, but in an babitw 
courſe behave themſelves as prepoſterouſly, | 
cannot ſee how ſuch arefleRion, if made wit 
any ſcriouſnes, can miſs of being attende 
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with a ſevere ſelf-condemnation. And then 
thar being ſo propera baſis and ground-work, 
ſhould methinks by a kind; eyen of natural 
energy, invite them to ſuperitruct on it more 
Noble and Chriſtian purpoſes , that chey who 
are ſo apt to expect Adoration from others, 
ſo willing to be Idolized, may not yet any 
longer be willing to be indeed Idols (have 
menths and [peak not, &c. Pſal, 135. as many 
unaQtive powers, as thoſe have Organs) but 
may rather aſpire to ſome degree of reſem- 
blance to that Divine Eflence, whoſe opera- 
tionsare as Inceſſant as Excellent, and by an 
unintermitted Induſtry in employing thoſe 


-adyantages God hath pur into their hands, ans 


wer his deſign in beſtowing them. 
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T be Branches of bu Calling 
founded in the firſt eAd- 
vantage, that of Educa- 


$10, 


1, F Preſume it is by this time rendred ſuffi- 
ently evident, that a Gentleman hath a 


, 


; 


| 
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Calling ,\t is now ſeaſonable to advance, 


and ſhew what that is. And of this the ground 


hath already been laid in the laſt Se&ion by the 
enumeration of thoſe peculiar Advantages he 
poſſeſſes; which being thoſe Talents commit- | 


moſt exattly anatomized and diſtributed into 


Itsparts, by unfolding thoſe ſeyeral Branches | 


of his Receits, and examining what improve- , 
ments each of them is capable of, which as ſo 
many diſtin Limbs make up the entire Body | 
of his Calling. 

2, This 1 ſhall do, not only in the groſs, 
bur ſeverally, through every one of them, and 
ſhall cake the liberty of doing it with the ad- 
dition of a double reflexion , the one on the! 
comrary praftice, the other on the phony 

an 


tedrto his managery, his Calling will be the ; 
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and farisfaRion that will infallibly attend the 
diſcharge of this Duty. 

3. I begin with chatof their Zdxcation, 
the former part whereof commonly com- 
mences as timely as the firit Exerciſes of their 
Reaſon, It is fo creditable a thing to haye 
Children put intoan early nurture, that there 
are few Parents ſo carelels of their own repu- 
ration as to neglect it, but doeicher by them- 
ſelves, or ſome others,to whom they ailign the 
charge, put them under ſuch a Diſcipline as 
may break their natural rudeneſs & ſtubborn- 
nels, mould them into ſome form of Ct 
vility, andreach them that firſt Fundamental 
Leſſon of Obedience, on which all fucure In- 
ſtrutions mult be built, And thisis an huge 
Advantage, not only towards the ſucceeding 
parts of Education, but towards the regula- 
rity of the whole life. For by having their 
Infant-paſlions thus checked and bridled, they 
become more tame and goyernable ever after, 
The next part of Education, 1s Erudition and 
InflruRtion, and under a Succeſlion of this 
they are for many years, Scarce any that 
owns the name of Gent/eman, but will com- 
mit his Son to thecare of ſome Tutor, either 
at home or abroad, who at firlt inſtills choſe 
Rudiments, proper to their tenderer years, 
and as Age matures their parts, ſo adyances 
his LeQures, till he have let them into thoſe 
ſpacious Fields of Learning, which will afford 
them both Exerciſe and Delight, This is thac 
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Tree of Knowledge, upon which there lies no 


interdi& : which in{tru&s not, as that in Eden * 


did by fad and coſtly experience, but by fair 
and ſafe intuitions, and may well be looked on 


as a principal plant in that Paraas/e, wherein * 


God bath placed this rank of Men. 

4. Theſe two parts of Education united, 
qualify a man for many excellent purpoſes. 
It will be impoſſible to enumerate all, becaufe 
a mind thus ſubdued and cultivated, mult yet 
owe the opportunities of many ations to out- 
ward circumſtances and occaſions, which be- 


ing various and accidental, can with no cer- 


tainty be brought into the account, But ab- 
{trating from theſe, there are divers more in- 
trinſick benefits, which nothing but a Mans 
ſelf can fruſtrate; and thoſe alone l ſhall in- 
fiſt on. 


pared td reſiſt all Errors that may invade his 
Underſtanding : his diſcerning Faculty is more 
nimble and agile, can ſuddenly furround a 
Propoſicion, and diſcover the infirm and fee- 
ble parts: and ſo is not to be impoſed upon 
by ſuch ſlight Sophiſms, as captivate whole 


- - 


5. Firſt, a Man thus Educated is better pre. 


herds of the vulgar. This Advantage it is. 


apparent he hath, andit is his duty to make 
uſe ofit, to examine cautioufly the grounds 


of an Opinion, before he give up his aſſent to | 


It, and not to betray his Reaſon, either to 
his Sloth, by negleRingto give it a competent 
diſcuſſion, or to his Interelt, by eleRting 


Tenents ; 
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Tenents rather by their profitableneſs then 

their truth. This certainly 1s the leaſt that is 
ſuppoſable to be required of chem in this par- 
ticular, and ſure it 15 ſo moderate an injunRti- 
on, asthe moſt mutinous humour can have no 
temptation to quarrel at, For who could 
think him a ſeyere impoſer, who having furs 
riſhed a man with a light ro direct him through 
ſome dark paſſage, ſhould onely require him 
not to blow it out? 

6. And as he hath this Advantage in reſpet 
of his Underſtanding, ſo hath he, in the ſecond 
place, in relation to his WW:i//: which though 
it be a free faculty, and conſequently cannot 
be forcibly determined co any thing, yet it is 
capable of perſwaſions and inducements, and 
is uſuatly bended and inclined by them. Ic mult 
therefore be a fair ſtep towards the rectifying 
ofthe Will, when the intellect is (ſtored with 
Arguments and Incentives to goodneſs. And 
this Learning muſt be ſuppoſed to provide for, 
unleſs we will exclude out of the Scheme, both 
Morality and Divinity ; for each of thoſe will 
yield variety of ſuch Arguments. Aforality 
will preſence Virtue as perfetly amiable in 1c 
ſelf, and ſo fit to be embraced for its own ſake : 
and not only fo, but alſo as highly profitable 
and adyantagious to us, as being that which 
gives the ſublimeſt perfeRion to our Natures, 
the ſweeteſt reſt & tranquillity ro our Minds ; 
andina word, a full ſatisfaction to all our Ra- 
tional Appetites, Divinity contirms all this, 
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and ſuperadds what infinitely tranſcends it,the 
aſſurance of thole eternalard glorious rewards 
in another world, And theſe ſurely are ſuch 
tempting allefives, as are very proper tO at- 
tract che Will ro chuſe what appears thus ex- 
cellent, thus deireable, provided they be jultly 
repreſented to it, And the doing that, the 
preſſing theſe motives home upon the Wi/, 
and that in refutation of all che contrary de- 
ceiyeable pretenſions of vice, is the firlt part of 
their obk;gation, Bur then there 1s alſo a ſe- 
cond, and chat is, that they permit themſelves 
to be perſwadcd by ſuch efficacious arguments, 
and aCtually contorm their wills to theſe Ct- 
Rates of their underſtanding, that 1s, that they 
really and effectively be ſuch men, as their edu- 
cation directs and requires them to be : Which 
being the work of their #5/s, *ewill be abſurd 
to plead impoſſibility or infirmity, ſince *cis 
manifeſt they may if chey will , which is ſuch a 
degree of liberty, as ſerves inall other inſtan- 
ces to denominate a man a free agent, and ſuch 
as all puniſhments and rewards both divine 
and humaneare founded on. 

7, A third advantage is in relation to his 
Afſcions,which being . inferiour and more 
bruſh part of the man, are yet ſo impetuous 
and aſſuming, that they are very apt ro uſur 
the dominion over the nobler taculties : an 
where they gain ic, the event is an{werable 
to what we tee in States, where the common 
people have wrelted the Sceptre, all js put into 
con- 
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confuſion. Now that which may prevent theſe 
civil broils in the foul, and ſecure che govern- 
ment to the proper Soveraign, may well be 
reputed an adyantage. And co this, nothing 
meerly humare is more conducing then Eda- 
cation, For hrit, that early diſcipline which 
we preſumed, one part ot it putsa bridle in the 
mouths of theſe head-{trong paſii»s, which by 
many repeated acts of reltrainc at lait forget 
their nacive ferity, and become more calm and 
traftable, But chen Erudition completes this 
conqueſt, backs this unruly beaſt, and by a 
dextrous managery not only reſtrains, but 
guides him, and makes him ſerve to many uſe- 
tul purpoſes, renders theſe mutinous xebels 
not only caprivaced flaves, but good Subjects, 
obedient to the laws of Reaſon. All chis Edu- 
cacion 1s of ic ſelraptly diipoled ro do, if men 
will not take the Beaſts part againlt ir, encou- 
rage him to plunge, till he have chrown the 
Rider. Andall chat isin this particular requi- 
red of them, is but to hold talt thoſe reins that 
are thus put into their hands, co keep their 
Aﬀections in ſuch a juſt ſubjection, that they 
may receive, not five laws. | hus we ſee the in« 
fluence which Education hath on all the efſen- 
tial parts ofa mans mind. And were it here ſo 
immured and cloſed up, that it could make no 
fallies at all thence , did che ſoul, like Gedeon's 
fleece, ingroſs all this precions dew ,, yer whillt 
that recerved ſuch liberal infuſFons, ic would 
irrefragably evince this to beng mean incon- 
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ſiderable advantage. But it is indeed impoſlible 
it ſhould be ſo contin'd ,, for if it be permitted 
to make thele 1mpreſflions within, as heat in 
the centre fails not to diffuſe it ſelf to the cir- 
cumference ; ſo certainly will it extend and ma- 
nifeſt it ſelfin the more viſible effects , all the 
products and emanationsof a mind thus regu- 
lated will own their original ; bear the Image 
of their parent, 

8. And firlt his Behaviowy will be affable 
and civil,not inſolent & 1mperious; as one that 
knows Humanity and Gentleneſs 1s a com- 
mon debt ro mankind, and theretore will not 
think fit to contract or dam up his clyility into 
ſo narrow a compals, that it ſhall ſwell into 
complement, and mean flattery towards thoſe 
above, and not ſuffer one drop to deſcend on 
thoſe beneath him ; but diſperſe its ſtreams ſo, 
that all channels may be filled with ic, *Tis 
true, the depth of ſome will require a greater 
proportion to that filling, then others , and 
there *cis not to be doubted but he may be 
more Liberal, onely in the mean timethe ſhal. 
lower arenot to remain dry.Let the inequality 
be ſuch as proceeds only from the capacities of 
the Subjefts, not from the partiality of the 


Agent, and he preyaricates nopart of his duty ' 


in this matter. 
9, Secondly, his Words will be temperate 
and decent, the produR of judgment, not of 


rage. For he that hath calmed his paſſions 


hath nothing co betray him to raſh, angry,or 
rude 
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rude language : this is a foam which 1s calt up 


onely by the billows of a turbulent tempeltu- 
ous mind; and can never be the iſluesof a ſerene 
compoled remper. To this it 1s but proportion- 
able, that they bealſo weighty and material, 
A wiſe mans Words, (aiththe Son of Sirach, are 
weiohed in the balance, and therefore he that 
hath improved his Education to that picch 
of proficiency, will ſurely look his diſcourſe 
be ſuch, as may anſwer that charaQter, which 
muſt at the leait ſuppoſe it co have ſomeching 
of ſolidity, no man ever attempring to put 
froth and bubbles into the ſcales. And not 
onely ſo; but ir mult alſo preſume it to have 
ſomething of uſe and value: for, who ever 
rakes pains to weigh what for its uſeleſneſs and 
meanne(ls he intends to calt out as refuſe ? And 
both theſe qualifications axe very effential 
partsof a Gentleman diale&t, the one oppoſed 
ro light and fooliſh, the other co unſeatonable 
diſcourſe. For as the one hath nothing of 
weight ( unleſs it be chat of a burdento the 
hearers ) ſo the other can have nothing of uſe, 
nor conſequently of worth, that being to be 
meaſured by the aptnelſs of it to the perſons 
to whom it is addreſſed. It ſhould be the en- 
deayour of thoſe whom God hath endued with 
knowledge, to convey as much of benefit and 
inſtruction to others as they can: in order 
whereunto *cis neceſſary they adapt their 
ſpeech ro the capacities of thoſe they treat 
with, otherwiſe let them diſcourſe never fo 
ele- 
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elaborately, they will rather confound then 
edify, and appear to affect more to boalt, then 
communicate their knowledge. 

10. Laitly, his Employments will be worthy 
and ingenuous. A Man that hath this :nward 
Nobility of Mind ſuperadded to that of his 
Birth, will abhor to bulie himlelf viciouſly or 
impercinently ; he hath thoſe qualifications 
which render him uſetul, and he mult give 
himſelf thoſe Exerciſes, whereby he may be- 
come the moſt eminently ſo. If by jult autho- 
rity he be aſligned to any publick charge, he is 
roembrace it cheertully ; not as a prize either 
to Ambition or Covetouſne's, but as an op- 
portunity of Virtue; a ſphere wherein he 
may move the moſt vigorouſly in the ſervice 
of God, and his Country. But this hapning 
but co few, it is neceſſary he have ſome other 
reſerve of aftion, And ſuch ſurely, he that in- 
dultriouſly deligns it, cannot want : wherein 
though perhaps his influence will not be ſo 
general asin that, yet it may fall yery auſpict- 
ouſly on many. And when all thoſe occaſions 
are exhauſted roo, when all dire& operations 
arcataſtand, he may yet betake him to the 
reflex'd, imploy his aRivity upon himſelf, 
which will alwayes remain a proper objet of 
his Induſtry, he being, thougha rich, yer ſtill 
fuch an improveable ſoil, as will incourage 
and reward his Husbandry, though never ſo 
often repeated, And now I ſhall preſume it 
apparent, That Edvc4tion is a moſt eſtimable 
Treaſure, 
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Treaſure, a precious ine that contains (o 
many rich veins, O, why ſhould any thar 
poſlels ic, ſuffer themſelves to be poor, meerly 
for want of Giligence in digging out the 
ore | 

11. And would to God that were an imper.. 
tinent complaint, ſuch as none were concerned 
in, Bur they that look on the Manners of 
many that have had this happy In!!icution, 
will find roo great cauſe ro wonder and be. 
wail, that ſo hopeful a Seeds-time ſhould pro- 
duce ſo ſlender, nay ſo degenerate a Crop : 
As if Fobs curſe were here exemplitied, Fob 31. 
40. T hiftles to grow in ſtead of Wheat, and 
Cockle in ſtead of Barly. Plutarch tells us 
of a voice frozen in the midſt of a River, that 
became axdible by the rhaw, and applies it to 
Moral Precepts taught in youth, but atuared 
by age, The Simile ſpeaks him to hayelived 
in betcer times : for in theſe,the voice diſſolves 
with the Ice, leaves not ſo much as an Eccho 
behind it.Men now make it the buſineſs of their 
riper years, to unravel not the follies, but the 
learning of their youth : no ſooner are they 
got from under the Diſcipline of others, bur 
the firſt at of it they exerciſe, is upon thoſe 
notions which have been inſtilled into them. 
And here they are ſuch ſevere Lifsr-, that the 
mildeſt inflitionis to gap and bind them, de- 
prive them both of voice and motion. Nor 
are they ordinarily ſatisfied with chis, but as if 
they feared they would, like impatient Cap- 
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tives, watch ſome advantage to break looſe 
again, their final doom is Oſtraci/m, they and 
their Linage; all ſober Counſels derived from 
them are utterly expullt, ſo totally raſed out 
of their minds, that not the lealt footiteps of 
them remain. And all this under the name of 
Pedantry, a title, which it is probable their 
great averineſs to their Teachers ſuggeſts to 
them, as the molt pathetick reproach, as if 
they meant now to be revenged on Learning 
and Tutor together, for attempting to make 
them wiſe againſt their wills, 

12. And now when the Root is thus ſtocke 
up, there is little expeRation of Fruit. And 
therefore he that ſhall here look for thoſe fore- 
mentioned effects of Education, will be more 
diſappointed, then Chriſt ſeemed to be by the 
Fig-trree, that, though fraitleſs, yet afforded 
leaves: but here we are not to hope for ſo 
much, no ſign that ever there was ſuch a plant 
in the ſoil. Let us breifly review thoſe ſeve- 
rals, and ſee what of them is ordinarily to be 
met with, 

13. And firſt for the reſiſting of Errors, we 
uſually find Gentlemen no Heroes in this 
point : their Vnderſtandings are as pliant, as 
ſeducible, as thoſe who never had their means 
of fortifying them. Andifthey do indeed re- 
jet Errors, it is commonly by the ſame En- 
gine,wherewith they caſt off Truth, v4z.their 
inconſideration of both, as not being ableto 
endure ſo much ſeriouſneſs and intention of 
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mind, as may ſerve to enter them of any opt- 
nion. They have tranſplanted their diſcerning 
faculty from their Intellect to their Sexſes, and 
find it there fo full, ſo inceſſant imployment, 
that it can never be at lealure to revert to 
Scholaſtick diſquifitions, They can diſcern ex- 
atly the moſt minute error in their garment, 
hold their Artificer moſt rigidly to the Laws 
of the Mode, are molt exquiſite Judges 1n all 
that relates to vanity or pleaſure, and can they 
ever think fitto troubletheir heads(whoſe lealt 
Lock muſt not for a world be dijturbed) wich 
abſtruſer ſpeculations, who have found ouc fo 
much a more eaſe exerciſe of their faculties? 
If any ſhall think this character partakes of 
the Satyre, I ſhall beſeech him co compare ic 
with the true ſtate of our youngGallants in this 
point, and then upon the ſame account that 
cold and ſcanty praiſes go for detraction, I 
ſhall expeR this very imperfect and partial ac- 
cuſation may pals for a Panegyrick. 

14. Next for the regulation of their Wis, 
that advantage depends ſo much on the former, 
that of their Underſtandings, that what evacu- 
ates that, muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed to do 
the ſame for this alſo. It is not imaginable that 
he who hath defaced all his principles, whether 
moral or divine, or at lea(t neyer revolves or 
conſiders them, ſhould receive any influence 
from them, ſince they operate not but by a 
diſtin& application, And here ſhould I ask 
many Genrlemen, when they ever ſo muchas 

| | attempted 
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attempted any thing of this ſort, 1 fear they 
would be forced to quarrel at the incivility of 
the queltion, to evade the neceſlity of an{wer- 
ing it. But God knows their aftions ſpeak 
too loud, that their buſineſs is to obey, not 
preſcribe; to fulfil, not regulate their w4//;, 
Nay indeed *cis roo frequent, that inſtead of 
conforming their wills co their principles, they } 
model and cransform their principles to their 
wills, herein verifying Ariftorles obſervation, 
that Pleaſares are corruptive of Principles. 
And to by this one artofinyerſion, the face of | 
things is quite changed ; Vertue which their | 
books repreſented to them as lovely and ho- 

| 


nourable, isnow thought to have gained that 
luſtre onely by the flattery and varniſh of the 
painters, and (© is decried as the molt unamia- | 
ble,deſpicable creature : andon the other (ide, | 
all che contrary vices are takenfrom under that Þ 
black yeil Philoſophers or Divines have pur | 1, 
upon them,and are turbiſhed and crimm'd up, ' ,, 
ſer to open view, as the moſt ſplendid, glorious | ,,, 
things, the molt adorning accompliſhments of | ,| 
a Gentleman. ly 
15. And to fecurethis tranſmutation, even | 1; 
God himſelf mult have his part in it, be con-| ,;, 
cluded to have been all this while miſrepreſen- | ,, 
ted in thoſe charaRers of Parity and Fauſftice| 
his word has made of him, and to have laid no | Af 
Juch ſevere re\itraints upon men, as that tells (4; 
us of, That Temperance, Chaſtity, Self-denyal,' ſeer 
Horiification, &c., were but the creations of} gf , 
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lome melancholy Recluſes, who would then 
eaviouſly impole thote baiids upon others, 
wherew!ih they had toolifhly ferter'd them- 
ſelves, that Gud1s more 1ndulgent to Mens ap. 
petites, which they may fatate here, as they 
pleaſe, without thoſe iuture Cangers Preach- 
ers fright them with ? That this 1s the new 
Gentile Divinity, wereed not appeal to Mens 
| lives, their words openly proclaiming it, not 
without much ſcorn and cortempt of their 
| eaſe (1mplicity, who govern themſelves by 
{ theother. Yet as if this would not lufficiently 
'} provide for impiety, as if they were conſcious 
| of chat ablurdity, which indecd there isin de- 


fining God an abetior and tavourer of vice, 
| many have adyanced a ſtep higher, taking a 
"| morecompendiouscourſe, and (incethey can- 
» | notbring God over to their party, make him 
tÞ fuchas will ſervetheir turn, will unmake him, 
by becoming flat Atneilts. Of this there are 
» | tootoo many inſtances, and *cis to be feared 
$ ' willbe many more, whilit co all other ſenſual 
f' allurements char opinion makes to its Proſe. 

lytes,this 1s added, that it is become a creditable 
n' thing, the badge and {ignature of a modern 
- | Wit, thus to be one of Davids tools, infaying 
there zs no God. 

16. In the next place, ler us deſcend to the 
AﬀeFtions, and fee what effects of their edu- 
cation is diſcernible there. And truly that 
ſeems to be no other, then what is obſervable 


of a dam, put to intercept the courſe of ſome 
D rapid 
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rapid ſtream, which ſo ſoon as it is either re. | 


moyed or born down, the torrent guſhes 
with ſo much the greater violence, for having 
had that oppolition : ſo here, when the re- 
ſtraints, which bridled their minority, areta- 


ken off, their paſſions ſwell ro a higher degree | 


of impetuoſity, they ceaſe to be boys and men !, 


together , the man is diſmounted, looſes the 


reins, and is dragg'd whither the tury of the 


bealt direRs, 'A ſad change, yet dayly too 
viſiblein many:for alaſs what is more ordinary | 
then to ſee Gentlemen under the dominion of 
theſe brutiſh appetites? ſometimes tranſport- 
ed by a Rage tothe greateit Undecencies, nay 
Dangers Panina hurried by a Z»ſt like the! 
poſſeſt perſon, Mark 9g. 22, through fire and 
Fater,the moſt deſperate deſtructive attempts, 
and have nothing but rottenneſs and diſeaſe 
as the final prize of all choſe difficult adven- 
tures; ſometimes drowned in ſwiniſh I»tempe- 
rance, and ſometimes again intombed in the 
Earth, buried as it were alive by ſordid cove 
touſneſs,as if they meant to tranſcribe, though 
not the innocence, yet the ſ»fferings of t 
Primitive Chriſtians, in being corn 1n piecs; 
by w/d Beaſts, Oh, that they might once be! 
brought to relinquiſh this abſurd fortitude, 
that thoſe who laugh at the precept of rarnin; 
the other check, Mat. 5.39. would not hert 
infinitely over-aCt ir ; and give up themſelvs 
to be buffeted, yea ſlaughter'd by theſe ther! 


cruellelt enemies, nor be ſuch P/azonick loven G, 
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of Martyrdom, as to chuſe only this, whereto 
there 1s no Crown annexed, but what is worn 
in the Kingdom of darknels. 
17. And now ſince we are thus to ſeek of 
thete inward effects, we can with no reaſon 
hope for any of thoſe cxrward, which are the 
relults and conſequences of theſe. And then 
*will be no wonder to obſerve Gentlemen be- 
havechemſelves difdainfully and imperiouſly, 
asif they could not fer a jult value on them- 
ſelyes, without the unjult contempr of others. 
*[is true indeed, this is commonly a Wizd that 
blows but one way, down the hill, only upon 
thoſe below them ; upwards they breath gent. 
ler gales, it being one of their moſt ſtudied fa« 
culcies, to perform all afts of the molt ſuper- 
erogating Civility to thoſe above them, Buc 
when that Civility is throughly ſcanned, it will 
prove a greater injury then the contrary 
Rudeneſs; 'tis made up of ſuch hollow pro- 
feſlions,ſuch groſs flatteries, as are much worſe 
then reproaches, nay ſeldom fail to be aRually 
ſeconded with them; there being nothing 
more uſual, then to revile and deride thoſe ac 
a diſtance, whom, when preſent, they admire 
and adore. And theſe now become ſuch ef- 
ſential indiſpenſable parts of good breeding, 
that the want of either inevitably betrays a 
man tothe cutle of a filly Ruſtick , Flatteries 
and Deſpiſings being the two contrary ele- 
ments, whereof he, whom they call a Fine, 


; Gentleman, is to be compounded. 
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18, This gives an account allo of ſome parc 
of his Dialect, which thus tar anſwers little 
to thoſe requiſite qualifications, Weight and 
Uſefulnets ; there being nothing more trivial 
or uſele(s, then theſe ewo parts of converſati- 
on, and *(were well it no worle epithets be. 
longed to them. Butit we look alſointo the 
reſt, they will ordinarily appear to carry pro- 
portion wich chele : *Tis every mans obſerya- 
tion, that »o ſþrivg wall riſe higher then its 
firſt head, and then words being but the iſſues 
of the Mind, where that wants the ballaſt of 
ſober and yertuous Notions, tisno wonder if 
the diſcourſe be light and aery. *Twere eafie 
to exemplihe in the ſeveral forts of it adapted 
ro the ſeveral humours of men ; but *ris alſo fo 
needleſs, that the copy would be too exact by 
tranſcribing the 1mpertinence too. But what 


ſuch frothy diſcourſe is naturally, the moſt | 


ſerious may become by accident: And thus 
we ſee it the infirmity of ſome, who lo far re- 


cain their Education, as to have their minds | 
better repleniſhed to vent their plenty fo un- ' 


ſeaſonably or affetedly, that it produces n6- 


thing of beneht to the hearers, but rebounds ; 


injuriouſly with the aiperſion of vanity upon | 


themſelves. 

19. Burt ſuch isthe miſery of this Age, that 
it werea fair compolition, if Gentlemen could 
be perſwaded to reduce their Diſconrſe only 
to a privative ſort of Il|neſs, *twere ſomewhat 
tolerable, if ason the one ide they did not 
miniſter 


Adwantage of Education. 
miniſter grace, Eph.4.29. lo on the other they 
d.d not breath inte&tion on the hearers, Bur 
alzs! what are all thoſe profane ſcoffings at 
piety, {0 irequent among them, but as ſo many 
blaits and malevolent yapours to nip and de. 
{troy the practice of 1t? Ando we lee it too 
commonly does among thoſe whoſe greener 
reſolutions fer them not above their malignant 
influence. How does their immodelt and ob- 
ſcenee talk diiperie and ſcatter the'r ownim- 
pure tires, to the inflaming of others ?- and 
whilit chey inſcribe upon theſe Poyſons the 1n- 
viting names of Ingenuity and Eſprit, they 
do not only tempt men greedily to 1mbibe 
them, but cycn defame and profticute that 
Wit they pretend to, render it a Wilderneſs 
for all ſavage rudenelsto range in,and make as 
many Candidates for that reputation, aschere 
are 1mpious and beltial men in the world, 
And to this ſort of it they have found out a 
very proportionable Rhecorick, I mean that 
of their Oaths, that helliſh piece of Oratory, 
which ſo overſpreads their language, that 
( like a profuſe Embroidery that eyen quite 
hides the Stuff ) it becomes the molt remark- 
able part of it. *TIis not a little ſtrange how 
this foulelt deformity hath gotten to pats for 
an embelliſhment and ornament ot Style, bur 
thatit doth ſo, is very viſible not only from 
the nopretence of other temptation to1t, but 
alſo from that affected and (tudied variety ob- 
ſervable among them, as if they had the ſame 
D 3 CON» 
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concernment for their Diſcourſe, which they 
have for themſelves, viz. that it may every 
Year appear in ſome new piece of Dreſs, have 
ſome Oaths freſh minted to ſet it off. 

20. To all theſe we may adde their yain 
Beaſtings and Aſſumings, which are often ſo 
deplorably ridiculous, that *cis doubeful whe- 
ther more of pity or contempt belongs tothem. 
Thus oftentimes, he that has but crolt the Seas 
to fetch a Feather and fanta#tick Mean, brags 
more of his Travels, then if he had palſs'd the 
Line, and felt the ſcorchings of the Torrid 
Zone. And upon the ſtrength of this he takes 
authority to impoſe on others the molt abſurd 
and incredible Relations, yer till impoſing 
more pernicioufly on himſelt, s. e. a belief thar 
he appears very illuſtrious and glorious in all 
this; and on that confidence, the ſmiles which 
his audicors mean in ſcorn, ſhall be taken in 
applauſe of him, and fo encourage thoſe follies 
they deride, 


21. Indeed where this vain humour dwells, | 
it will becray ir ſelf in innumerable indecencies | 


of ſpeech ; but never does it give it ſelf a fuller 
or worſe charater, then when it lets looſe to 
anger and rage, one of the moſt genuine and 
fruicful branches of this bitter root. And this 
we frequently ſee overflow in all the inyenom- 
ed reproachful language imaginable, ſuch as 
one would wonder ſhould fall from the mouth 
barbs whoſe education had not been wholly 


barous; an inverted kind of Eloquence, | 
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whereto ſome, who haye been taught the rules 
of beter Rherorick, have a great fluency. 

22. If now we ſhould proceed to take a 
view of their /mployments, there is lictle doubr 
but that Tekel, Dar. 5. 27. might be a proper 
inſcription on them, yea a mild one too; Light- 
neſs and Vanity being many times the moſt 
innocent ingredient in them, And this is but 
a natural interence from the former : for ſince 
the Principle of Actions as well as Words is 
wichin, it will certainly operate alike in both ; 
as Water ſent from one fountain through ſeve- 
ral pipes, is the ſame, and hath equal vertues 
or faults in each, It were too ealie to give as 
particular an account of theſe as the former; 
but foreſeeing an occaſion to do that in an- 
other place, 1 ſhall cransfer ir thither, as not 
deſiring to iterare the importunity on ſo un» 
grateful a ſubject. 

23- And now he that ſhall conſider,that all 
this is the but partial Image and repreſentation 
of thoſe, who have had that Education we ſo 
much magnified, will ſure be tempred to ask 
fudas's queſtion, Ad quid perditio hec ? 
Why was all this waſte of Diſcipline and Lite- 
rature ? To what purpoſe was ſo coſtly a foun- 
dation laid, when the ſuperſtructure is in the 
Apoſtles phraſe, 1 Coy. 3. 12. nothing b«t hay 


" andjtubble? AndI doubt many defeated pa- 


rents have cauſe romake this complaint : bur 
I fear alſo divers of them may with juſtice 
accuſe themſelves as Acceſlories to rheir own 
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diſappointments, who by an overhaſty deſire 
of ieeing cher Sons men, do at once anticipate 
and fruitrate their hopes, evacuate the benetic 
of many years { ducation, by taking them roo 
ſoon from under 1ts benign influence : Which 
though it uſually ſpring trom immoderate in- 
Culgence, is yet really the greatelt ſeyeritie; 
for what can be more ſo, then to tie them ro 
all the labour and toil of the Sceds-time, force 
their Childhood to that 1tudy and intenſion 
of which that giddy age is moit impatient, and 
then lnaich them away at the Harveſt , tutfer 
them to converle no more with Learning, 
when once they grow capable of receiving 
either delight or protic by it ? Thus of late ir 
hath been. the method of Breeding, to polt 
them with an :inconyement fpeed tron one 
ſtage toanoither, many times bringing them 
to0ſo0n ito the Univeriity, but much ofcner 
taking:hem too carly from 1r,betore they have 
near gained what they came thither to furniſh 
themſelves with. And trom thence the next 
flep 1s over the Sea, which ſoon waſhes away 
thoſe Nut1ons, which he crude in their brains, 
but have wanted maturity of years to digeſt 
into their manners. Indeed *ts not imaginable 
how they ſhould retain them, they being at 
their coming abroad ſolemnly pur in a dire 
courle of forgetting ſpeedily what they for- 
merly learnt, their whole time being then by 
order to be taken up in other unſpeculative 
Exerciſes, wherein it they do happen to attain 
9 
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to ſome eminencie, yet *tis ſure but a dry ex- 
change for what they quit for ir, Bur then 'tis 
not one in twenty that arrives to that, the 
negligence of Governours, ur their own headi- 
nels, whea they tind the rein thus [lackned, 
often makes their progreſs little in avy thing 
| they are appointed to, but inſtead of thar, 
they run a tull carcer in all debaucht pleaſures, 
| advance there inan inſtant to the higheſt pro- 
ficiency. 1 ſay not this todecry 7 ravelling in 
general, bur only the unſeaſonable timechar 
1s choſen for it. He that would really improve 
his Son by that means,ſhould ſend him at ſuch 
a mature age, when by the help ot his tore- 
going education his Judgement 18 ſetled and 
qualihed ro make uletul obleryations, his 
manners well weighed and fixed, that to he 
may be capable of all the good Foreign climes 
can afford, and ſecured trum the 1intection of 
the ill, like a Loadfione, attract things of 
weight only, and not like Jer, draw nothing 
but chaff and ſtraws. Bur I confeſs this a d1- 
preſſion, and therefore return to thoſe who 
have thus embez!ed this precious Advantage, 
( and who have too much of their own wills 
in it, to beable to transfer the guilt upon any 
error of their Parents ) beſeeching them ſeri- 
ouſly to lay ro heart chis their ſo ruinous all 
| husbandry, and to let at laſt ſome better fruits 
ofthat ſeed appear ; not to ſuffer a Piece of 
Platelef to the School or Colledge, to be the 
only Teſtimonials that ever they were _ 
an 
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and ſo bring thole Societies under the reproach 
of extortion, or fraud, of profeſling learning, 
but imparting none, of having taken ſome 


thing trom them wichourt giving them any va»* 


luable contfideration, making them any pro- 
portionable returns, But that they would 
at laſt rake up this Talent thus long buried in 
the napkin, and yer fall a trading with it, 
And chough the time they have lolt ſhould 
render them deſperate of the reward of the 
Ten Cities, *iis yet motive enough to induſtry, 
to reſcue themſelves from che ſentence of the 
Slothful ſervant. And yet that will not be all, 
for there being no middle tate between re- 
ward and puniſhment, he chat delivers him- 
ſelf trom the one, puts himſelf likewiſe into a 
cercain capacity of the other. But beſides all 
he isto expe hereafter, he is ſure atthe time 
ofa very fair Antepaſt of pleaſure here, which 
he will immediately reap from it, as the firlt. 
fruits of che future rich harveſt, which though 
the Law commanded to be ſacrificed, yet ſuch 
is the indulgence of the Goſpel, that it exacts 
nothing, but that men would themſelves enjoy 
them. 

24, For ſuch is the admirable goodneſs of 
God, thac he is generally pleaſed to adapt his 
commands, not only to our Eternal, but Tem- 
poral concernments, for knowing the impati- 
ence of our nature, that we love not to de- 
pend wholly upon reverſions, he hath binplea- 
ſed to put ſomewhat of preſent guſt and reliſh 
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uponevery part of duty. This might beevi- 
denced diltintly through the whole Codex of 
Chriſtian Precepts, his Toke xs an ecaſie, nay 
gracious Toke ,, his burden a light burden, Mat. 
11.28, And from this general ground, 1may 
have warrant ſufficient to affirm the like of 
this particular lam now upon. But it may be 
yet more clearly evinced, by reflecting on the 
ſeveral improvements of this Talenc, which 
have bin mention'd, as the Duty of all thoſe 
that poſſeſs ir. 

25. And firſt, forthatof an acute and ele- 
vated Underſtanding, 1 need appeal no fur- 
ther then ro common Vore, to have that pro- 
nounced a very delirable thing, ic being hard 
to pick out a man of ſuch an avowed bruta- 
lity, that will own the deſpiſing ic, Even thoſe 
who will be at no painsto acquire, will yer 
profeſs to eſteem it. And we may believe them 
in earneſt,if from no other argument, yer from 
this, that every man affects the reputation of 
deing Wiſe, is pleaſed when he ſucceeds in that 
aim, and onthe contrary isnot more troubled 
and diſcomficed at any thing, then to be raxed 
of Ignorance or Error, 1f any ſhall deny this, 
I ſhall ſuſpend his confuration, cill ſome body 
reproach him with folly, ard then from the 
diſpleaſure he finds in himſelf, leave him to 
conclude his own value of Wiſdom, Andin- 
deed why do good men look upon a feel with 
ſo much pity, andill men with ſo much ſcorn, 
if knowledge be not both a Felicity and a y 
| | ut? 
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dii?Nor is this the {entence only ot the vulgar, 
who uſually admire thoſe things moſt, from 
winch they itand at the greatelt diſtance, bur 
cipecuuly of the more dilccrning lore of men, 
who trom every talte they have had of ir, have 
had their appetites ſo raited, that they have 
inſatiablythirſted afterthe tuller draughts. This 
made fo many of the old Philo/ophcrs renounce 
the 1njoyment of thoſe ſcniual Pleatures, that 
offered themſelves,to £0 in quelt atcer this one 
tranſcendent delight; and Solomon to prefer 
tins 1n his election bztore Riches and Honour, 
the two principal parts ot worldly ſplendour, 
to the rectitude of which choice God himſelf 
bears Teſtimony, And now if this be init 
ſelf ſo valuable, ſo raviſhing a thing, ſhall 
its being here connected w:th duty, prove ſuch 
an allay, asto deprive it of all the pult ? Cer- 
tainlyifit do, it mult argue the palate very 
perverſe and diltemper'd : tor to all other,that 
one conſideration would give a reliſh and fla- 
your to the dryeſt, the molt unpleaſant under- 
raking. The conſcience that I am now imploy- 
ed as 1 ought, is ſuch a retreſhment as is able ' 
to ſweeten the ſeyerelt labour, yea the greateſt 
ſuffering. Shame 1s a thing to which humane | 
nature hath an innate abhorrence, yet the | 
Apoſtles made it matter of joy, when ut befel 
them for Chrifts ſake, Acts 5. 41. And ſhall 
this bleſſed Copy of theirs be transformed in 
ſtead of tranſcribed ? Shall thoſe who have not 
ſo much Chriſtzan patience, as to bear the 
{lighteſt 
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flightelt reproach tor him, Lave yer fo mach 
unchriſtian ſtupidity, as to endure the greatelt 
in oppolition to 111 ? Chule rather to be 19- 
norant, when tis both their ſin and ſhame, 
then wiſe, when *cis their dury and reward ? 
Invert S. Paxls choice, and be fools apainit 
Chriſt, as he owns to be for hizz ? It there be 
any ſuch Antipodes 1n our chme, their unhap- 
pineſs will yer ſerve to illuſtrate what they re- 
tuſe topartake-of, 12. the felicity of having 
performed thi; part of duty in the improye- 
ment of the underitanding. 

26, Inche next place the regularity of the 
Wil isextremely both amiable and proficable. 
For that being an uncontroulable faculty, 
if it be wrong tet, what torrents of miſchief 
and confuſion does it let in? If inall itscon- 
ceptions !t permit the ſenſual appetite to lay, 
like Zaceb, its pulled rods before it, all its births 
will be r1n7-ſtraked, #þechlca and Sporred. The 
ruinouſnels of a peryerſe will is fo generally 
underſtood, that thereis nothing renders aman 
even 1n common account more miterable and 
deplored. He whole Will runs counter to his 
Reaſon, every man is Aſtro/ozer enough to 
read his deſtiny, and prelage his deltrucion. 
And by the undccent and pernicious effe&s of 
adiſordered, we may make an eltimate of rhe 
beauty and adyantage of a reftihed Will. The 
former, like a vitious improvident Goyernor, 
expoſes his Territoriesto a delupe,firſt of luxu- 
ry, and then of ruin : but this latter likea ver- 

rugus 


45 


— 


46 Tht QCtnTLEMAN's CALLING, 


tuous and prudent Prince, at once ſecures the 
innocence, and felicity of his Subjets. In- 
deed ir is this alone that really and effectively 
gives us the preeminence above beaſts. They 
have cheices as well as we, and they have 
affeftions, but wanting the higher principle 
of reaſon, their choices are neceſſarily deter- 
mined by their affe&ions, Now if we who have 
both, are guided only by the latter, wherein 
does our {tate differ from theirs, fave only 
thar our liberty makes us guilty, whereas their 
neceſſity leayes them innocent? I preſume 
I need ſay no more, to evince the happineſs of 
a well ordered Will, ſince none can conteſt ir, 
but he mult racitly confeſs himſelf weary of 
his humane nature, and emulous, not of a 
greater dignity, but of a degradation tothat 
ofthe Brutes. 

27. And as much may be ſaid concerning 
the Aﬀettions, which if they be not curbed 
and held in by the underſtanding, will have 
as free and uncontrolled a ſway in men, as 
they have in mere animals, but with worſe 
eflects, by how much we have more. objects 
to incite them, more inſtruments to actuate 
them then theſe have. 1f any man can be 
tempted ro think this no unpleaſant condi. 
tion, let him yer furcher conſider, thar this 


metamorphoſis is not like the fancied tranf | 


migration of the ſoul, wherein it was ſuppo- 
ſed to aſſume the nature, and conſequently 
the paſſions but of one beaſt alone ; no, here 
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is the whole Wilderneſs let looſe upon a man, 
with all their contrary appetites perpetually 
combating one with another, He that hath 
the rapaciouſneſs of a Wolf, may yet have the 


timoroulſneſs of an Hare, and fo is racked be- ' 


eween the deſire of having, and the fear of 
ſuffering. He that hath che luſt of a Gear, 
may yet have the intemperance of a Swine, 
and be diſtratted to which of che apperites to 
giveup himſelf. He that hath the cruelty of 
aTigre, may yet have the wilines of the Fex, 
which will give him the pain of many irklom 
delays, inattending an advantageous oppor- 
tunity. And ſo proportionably in others, 
And what can be more unſupportably uneaſie, 
then to have theſe continual tumults within, 
to be in a ſtate of hoſtility,not only with other 
men,but with himſelf? Or what can there need, 
beyond this conſideration, to recommend the 
contrary condition tous ? The ſubduing theſe 
bruciſh Inclinations 1s the introducing Peace 
into a Land, haraſs'd and waſted with inte- 
ſtineWar : and ſurenoneneed be told (at lea(t 
in this Age ) that thatis a moſt raviſhing plea- 
ſure. And may with the ſame confidence 
appeal ro the verdi&t of any who hath cried 
theſe two contrary ſtates, and doubt not but 
he will from his experience confirm the moſt 

ofuſe and eyen Poetick declamation that can 

made on this Theam. 

28. Alliſhalladdis, ina joynt relation to 
this and the rwo former, by obſerving that 


illu- 
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illuminated underſtandings, regulated Wills 
and Aﬀections, make up a greac part of the 
celeſtial happineſs. .The Angels of /ight would 
no longer have right to that title, without 
theſe. The ſpirits of juſt men maa: -perfett, were 
improperly ſo ilyled, Heb. 12.23, bad they 
not received this accomp/iſhment of their na- 
ture. Andthe greater degrees hereof we ar- 
riveto here, ſo much the more ſenſible antict- 
pation have we of thoſe divine yoys. And 
ſure thus to partake with Angels and Saints, 
is to be happy, and will be acknowledged fo 
by all, whoſe value and wiſhes of a Afaho- 
metan Paradiſe render them not uncompe- 
tent roeſtimate theſe purer and retined plea- 
ſures. 

29. If from hence we proceed to thoſe oxt- 
ward ffefts, which are the reſult of theſe in. 
ward, we ſhall find they are all tull of delight 
and fatisfaRtion. Courteſie and friendlineſs of 
Behaviour does not only calt a glorious luſtre 
round about, attra&t the eyes and hearts of 
others, but it alſo refle&ts with cheerful and 
comfortable gleams upon our felyes. For, 
Man being deſigned by God for a ſociable 
creature, hath ſuch propenſions and inclinati- 
ons put into him, asare proper ro that end : 
and theſe are gratified and pleaſed, when we 
ſo demean our ſelves, as may anſwer thar in« 
tention, towards which nothing can be more 
neceſſary then this debonnair and pentle car- 
riage. For that allures people to our conyer- 
ſation 
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ſation, whereas the contrary roughneſs trights 
and deters chem, (the churliſhnels of a Nabal 
makes men they cannot /peak to him, 1. Sam. 
25-17.) ic gives a man part of Nebachadneze 
zar's tate, leparates him trom among men, by 
torcingthem ro withdraw from him , and chat 
the worit part of it too, the hairs like Eagles 
feathers, and the nails like birds claws, being 
much the lighter degree ot che infliction, fit to 
pals for dreſs and ornament, compared with 
that more deforming diſguile this rugged tem- 
per putsupon a man, Andason the one lide, 
this moroſity and ſourneſs of humour is very 
uneaſie,fo on the other is that form of fawning 
and flattering compliance, which ſome call Ct- 
vility: It obliges men in many circumſtances 
to renounce their eaſe, their health, yea their 
underitandings too, and keeps them in ſuch 
conltraint, that one may truly ſay, a leſs mea- 
ſure of {elf-denyal would ſerve to conllitute a 
mana good Chriſtian, than an exaQ Courtier , 
whereas he that keeps himſelf in a jult mean, 
neither drives away one ſort of company, nor 
buys the other ſo dear : He has a Standard- 
meaſure, by which to diſpenſe his Ciyilities, 
viz, Thequality and worth of the pertons; 
and confounds not himſelf with thoſe more 
unjuſt and mutable rules of their expeRations, 
$0 inthe firſt of the in(tances he keeps himfelt 
a Man, whileſt the other is in ſome reſpet a 
Beaſt, in the ſecond he preſerves himſelf a 
Freetnan, whileſt the other isa Slaye ; And fure 
E I 
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I may refer ittoany mans deciſion, which; is 
the pleaſanter (tate. 

30. Next for the Words, *tis not to be 
doubred but thatcalm and remperate Language 
has che advantage ot that whuch is paſſionate 
and rageful ; and that not onely in reſpec of 
decency, bur eaſe too; of which there needs 
no other teltimony, than that viſible percur. 
bation and uneaſineſs obſervable in all who are | 
under ſuch a tranſportation. $0 in like man- 
ner, when che words are pertinent and weigh: | 
ty,they give not onely more ſatisfaRion to the | 
hearer, but to the ſpeaker alſo: This may be 
judged by the contrary diſplacency men haye | 
at themſelyes, when they are conſcious to 
have ſpoken impertinently or undecently, 
By ſatisfaRtion, I mean not that vanity, which 
men too ofcen affe&t of ſhewing their parts, 
but a juſt and ſober complacency, ariſing trom 
the conſcience of having regulated their dif 
courſe by the meaſures of a Wiſe man anda 
Chriitian, the having ſaid that which may be 


j 


of benefit, but cannot be of miſchief to his 
audicors. And this {urely is a much more real 
pleaſure than any can be had inthe contrary 
kind of dialeR. It ro this it be objeRed, that! 
generally none are ſo much delighted with) 
their own diſcourſes,as they who talk the moſt | 
vainly and abſurdly : I anſwer, that eyen theſe 
arenot pleaſed with the yanity and abſurdity; 
their pleaſure reſults from a miſtake, ſuppoſing 
it to be the quite contrary, And this helpsto 
| oh _ eyince 
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evince, that ſolid and prudent ſpeaking pives 
ſatisfaction, ſince even the ſhadow and tiction 
of it can be made to yield ir, 

31. Laſtly, for the Imployments, they ſure- 
ly muſt afford moſt of contentment, when the 
are moſt noble and excellent : They do fo ac 
the time, in che direct line, they having more 
of agreableneſs to the nature and dignity of 
a man; but they do yer more ſoin the re- 
flexion, when a man looks back upon his day 
or week ſpent, and findes his buſineſs has been 
worthy of him, it exhilarates and reyives him; 
enables him to paſs his own approbation on 
himſelf, and as it were to anticipate the Emxge 
he ſhall one day receive from his great Maſter, 
But he that gives himſelf onely the idle diver- 
tiſements of aChild,or ſets to the baſer drudge- 
ries of Vice, cannot refleR without contuſion : 
which is ſo well underſtood by ſuch perſons, 
that they are fain to take ſanctuary in a total 
Inconſ:deration, never daring to ask them- 
ſelves, What have 1 cone? Which bears full 
teſtimony t9 the excellency and felicity of 
ingenuous Imployments, ſince they that de- 
cline thoſe, are forced alſo to decline them- 
ſelves, grow out of their own acquaintance 
and knowledge. 

32. And now what Objection can there ly 
againſt this duty, which is in all che parts of it 
lo adyantageous and eligible, that it becomes 
duty notonely to God, but even tothemſelyes, 
their own preſent intereſts and fatisfaRtion ? 
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Shall pleaſure it felt loſe its nature, adopt the 
properties of its dire& contrary, and become 
irk{om and abhorred,onely becaulc *cis twilted 
with Obedience? Is there fo perfeR an anti- 
pathy between God and them, that *cis im- 
poſlible chey ſhould have the ſame objects of 
delight? or can no Joys have any talte with 
them, that arenot the cauſes and fore-runners 
of eternal ſorrows? This were ſuch adegree of 
peryerinels,as common Charity bids me notto 
expect, and 1 fee not what elſe can eyacuate 
the pleaſure that attends the improvement of 
this Talent of Education, 

33. After all this, I foreſee it not impoſlible 
that ſome may plead an Exemption from this 
Obligarion,by affirming they want the ground 
of it, that they never had this Education, I 
am not willing to fancy there haye been ſo 
many unjult and unkind Parents as may qua- 
line any conſiderable number of Gentlemen 
for this Plea : But to thoſe few that can really 
make it, 1 ſhall not think the foregoing Dil- 
courle wholly impercinent, for, by ſhewing 
them the Advantages of what they fay they 
thus want,it may incite them ( not to murmur 
at the negligence of their Parents, but) to at- 
rempt the repairing of it by becoming their 
own Guardians, putting themſelves into Dilct- 
pline, and by the {trit Laws of Reaſon go- 
verning and reſtraining thoſe Paſlions, which 
by the liberty of their Breeding have got head, 
by this means ſupplying to themſelves the firit 
part 
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part of Education : And thelike may certain| 

be done tor the latter alſo, if they will bur de. 
polit that common errour, of thinking 1 more 
manly to be ipno701t then to learn,and be con» 
rent to put themſelves in a courſe of ' rudition, 
whici a man may do for himſelt in his Cloſer, 
as weil as a Tutor may do for his Diſciple in a 
Schoo!, and though he want many of thoſe 
Advantages the other hath, yer *tis poſiible 
they may bein a good degree ſupplicd by that 
indultry and defire, which all thoſe are ſuppo- 
ſed to have, who are thus their own Pupils 

And there want not 1nltances of the ſuccels of 
them who have chus atrempred : but I confeſs 
there are too few Examples of the Attempt, 
men being c00 apt to lit down contentedly un- 
der this want ; whereas let the ſame perſons 
have an entailed Eltate alienated trom them by 
any aQt of their Fathers, they are not then ſo 
tame, but will [truggle to the utmolit to recover 
their rights. Yet certainly an Ingenuous I duca- 
tion 15 as properly the Birth-right ot a Gentle 
man, as any the molt firmly ſetled Inheritance 
can be. Why ſhould they then acquieſce in 
that ſo injurious an Alienation, and not ſeek by 
all endeavours of their own to retrieve this ſo 
precious a Poſleſlion ? 
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Of the ſecond eA dvantage, 
Wealth, 


T, He ſecond Advantage we are to 
con{ider is that of Wealth, which 
that it isa bleſſing will I know rea- 
dily be aſſented to by all, mens 

. defiresand earne(t purſui:s after it ſufficiently 

evidencing the general elteem is had of it. Yet 

though the Conclufion be right, ic is to be 
doubted many infer ic not upon due Premiſles. 

*Tis not Riches ſimply conſidered that are the 

felicity, much Jeſs thoſe luxuries,to which they 

are often made to miniſter - but they are like 
to a fertile ground, which if lefr without cul- 
ture, none bears ſo rank Weeds, bur if rightly 
husbanded yields abundant profit; and thus 
to manage and improve them, is not onely the 

Intereſt, but the Duty of all thoſe to whom 

God hath committed them, this being the one 

deſigned Advantage, for which they were in- 

traſted to them. 

2. Several Improvements there are, of 
which they are capable; but before I proceed 
to them, I mult mention one part of Duty, as 

| fun- 
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fundamental to all the reſt, And that is the 
well husbanding of them, not in a figurative, 
but real ſenſe, che having ſuch a providenc 
care of thole goods and poſſeſſions, where. 
with God hath ble(t a Man, as may ſecure them 
from thac Conſumptioa, to which careleſneſs 
* and ſloth will intallibly betray them, This 
ſurely is obligatory in many relpe&ts. Firſt, 
in Thankfulneſs (I had almolt ſaid civility) to 

God, who having diſpenc'd then as a iiberality, 

*%is ingratitude, yea affront rv give chem no 

regard. Secondly, in Jutitice to a mans poſte- 

rity: He that has received a fair Inheritance 

from his Ancelitors, it he ſuffer his ſupine neg- 

ligence to cut off che Entail, he detrauds choſe 

that were co haye fſuccecded him in it, and 

becomes that rroubler of his own howſe,to whom 

Solomon, Prov, 11. 29, alligns no other 1nhe- 

ritance but the Winde, which is indeed all ſuch 

a perſon is like ro derive upon his Iſſue, the 
common air being ottentimes their onely Pa» 

trimony. Thirdly, in order to all thoſe ends 

to which Wealth was deſigned by God, which 

depend on this,as Accidents on their Subjects, 

and ſo areall at once evacuated and nulled by 

the diſſipating of that wherein they are 

founded. All which conſiderations do natural- 

ly inforce upon men the neceſſity of a prudent 

managery. 

3. This being ſuppoſed, and the perſon ha- 
ving, as in our Law-forms is uſual, covenant- 
ed to ſtand ſeiſed of the Eſtate, let us now ſee 
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limired. Inthe firſt place, we may rank that 
of Contentedneſs in his portion; which though 
to one that is ſet to wreſtle with want it 
might icem a hard precept, yet to him that 
flows with abundance it might be thought ra. 
ther a needlets then difficale injunRion, if ex- 
perience did not teitite, that contentment 1$ 
oftentimes as great a ſtranger in Palaces as 
Cottages. 

4. Of this excellent both virtue and feli- 
city, there are two parts, the one a cheartul 
injoyment of ſo much of his Wealth, as may 
decently (I fay not vainly) ſupport him in that 
quality wherein he is placed : God does not 
make Rich men ſuch meer Conduit pipes 
of Wealth, that they mult paſs all, withour 
retaining any thing themſelyes, but rather 
like the Earth, which though ſhe conveys the 
ſprings through her veins, yer is allowed to 
ſuck inſo much, as may pive her a comperent 
refreſhment, and hethat does this moderate- 
ly, and with a thanktul refleftion on that libe- 
ral Proyidence, which thus gives him all things 
richly to exjty, 1 Tim. 6. 17. fallifies no part of 
his cruſt, nor abuſes his ſtewardſhip, this be- 
Ing, as it were, the allowed Fees of his Place, a 
Peniion alotted him by the bounty of his 
Lord, 

5. The other part of contentment, is that, 
by whichthe defiresare terminated within the 
dounds of his own poſſeſlions, and not —_ 
G 


what are the proper uſes, to which it isto be\ 


| 


« 
of 


ew AM 


a ne ««_ a wc, =, w@ we — mm wm > ©. i es vo. aw os aa at aw 


SS A -—@, A. © - 


| 


I, 


Advantage of Wealth, 


ed to range wildely into ocher mens, like 
Ahabs into Naboth's vineyard, uling their 
ealch, as Anglers Go their Fiſh, to bait 


/Hooks for more, by making it an Initrument 
/ of extorting from others , which 1s lo great a 


guilt, that it neerly concerns them to ſecure 
themſelves againſt ir, by a perfe& ſatisfaRtion 
in what 1s properly their own. Nay eyenin 
what is ſaid, there is caution to be had, thar 
there be not too eager and vehement endea- 
yours of multiplying it, and that not only by 
an unlawful commixture with other mens, 
which is che (in either of opprellion or traud, 
but even from its own ſtock, tor that may be 
covetouſneſs, and is ſurely a direct oppolition 
to the divine diſpenſation For when God 
hath given a man a full fortune, and by that 
manumitted him from thoſe carkings and fol- 
licitudes to which needier perſons are expoled, 
for him to make it his grand buſineſs to pro- 
jet how he may add ro that heap, or in the 
Prophets phraſe, /ade himſelf with thick clay, 
Hab. 2.6. what is it but the degrading and 
pulling himſelf from that Sphere wherein 
God hath placed him, a voluntary fale of him- 
ſelf to the Gallies or Mines? In this reſpe&t 
therefore I may not unaptly apply that Exhor- 
tation which the Apoſtle makes in another, 
Gal.5,1. Stand faſt inthe liberty wherewith 
Chrift hath made you free. Let nothim whom 
God hath by a gracious and peculiar provi- 


dence exempted from this meaner ſervitude F 
an 
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and vaſſalage to the world, relinquiſh that fo 
valuable a priviledge, give up his ear to be 
bored by Mammon, when God proclaims a 
Zxbile, Yer cis potlible the qualicy of ſome 
mens Eſtates may be ſuch, that they may be 
capable of advancement by a moderate and 
calie Induſtry, ſuch as may no way divert 
them from more excellent Imployments, but 
may rather be a recreation then a toil: And 
intl:at caſe I know no obligation lies on them 
ſo to dehean Improvement, as not to chuſe a 
profitable, before an expenſive divertiſement, 
to ſpend thoſe vacant hours upon that, which 
remain by way of overplus from more worthy 
deſigns and entercainments. But the perpetual 
ſollicicous purſuit after more wealth, 1s cer- 
cainly a culpable inordinacy, as being incon- 
ſiſtent with that contentment and acquieſcence 
which is the duty of every man for whom God 
hath thus liberally provided, and ſuch as will 
beſides be likely ro undermine another main 
part of this obligation, 

6. Such inthe next place weare to account 
the Charitable diſpenſing of his ſtore, to ſup- 
ply the indigencies of wanting perſons , which 
furely is to be lookt on as the grand and moſt 
conſiderable end of his receits, God, who is 
the common Friend, as well as Father of all 
men, 1s not to be imagined fo partial, as to 
provide pomps and luxuries for ſome, and in 
the mean time leaye others deltitute of the 
neceſſary ſupports of life; yetif we look no 


deeper 
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deeper then the vilible portions of Poor and 
Rich, there is no evidence of che contrary, 
But when we examine upon what Condicions 
and Proviſo's that Abundance 1s conveyed, 
we ſhall have no temptation ſo to aſperſe or 
charge God fooliſhly : For though he have nor 
diſpenſed ſo1mmediately to the Poor, yer he 
gives them as it were Bills of Aſſignment upon 
the plenty of the Rich, a righc co be ſupplied 
by chem : ſo that the difference ſeems co be 
onely that of an E-Ider,and Younger brethren , 
the Elder uſually carries the bulk of the Eſtate, 
but chen that is charged with proviſions for 
the Younger ; andit the quantity of thoſe be 
not diſtinttly exprelt, but lefc indetinitely, 
that Act of [ruſt in the Father lays the greater 
obligation on him, 'not to deceiye it by too 
mean and ſcanty adiltribution, for now him- 
ſelf is become a Father to them, and there- 
fore ſhould proportion his bounty by the ten- 
derneſs and bowels of that molt affectionate 
relation. And this may not improperly be 
deemed one reaſon, why among ſuch multi- 
tudes of commands of Charity in the Goſpel, 
there is yet none that expreſly allots the pro- 
portion of our Alms, that by this a& of con- 
tidence, as it were, men might be obliged co 
the higher liberality : And hethat ſhall make 
this Incentive to it, a pretence to excuſe the 
want of it, is ſure a moſt criminous pervyerter 
ofthe divine intention, treacherouſly coun- 
termining Gods ſacred arts, as if *twere not 
enough 
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enough to Rebell, unleſs in a further contempt 
he aſſaulted him with his own weapons. Cer- 
tainly God never deligned Lazars's portion 
ſhould be made up only of the Crumbs from 
thr Table: Yor though indeed Dives 15 taxed 
thar he gave him not them, yer 1 he had, ſuch 
a dole would ſure never haye relcucd him trom 
the place of torment. He who relts ina Rich 
mars boſom in Heaven, 15 to have {ome pro- 
poxtionable treatment trom thoſe on Earth, 
tome more hoſpitable reception then a lying 
ar the Gate, ſome better Chirurgions then 
Dogsco cure his Sorcs; and thoſe that retule 
it him, muſt be preſumed to contemn not only 
the Lazarns,but che Abraham, ca the Heaven 
roothat receives him, tince that which qualites 
him for an admittance there, 15 not able to re- 
commend him to their leaſt regard. 

7. I ſhall not attempt to proportion mens 
Charities, ſince God hath not, yet there are 
ſome general meaſures to be made to bound 


too ſcandalous a lowneſs; which having been 
* Dr. Han. done already by a * better Pen, I ſhall refer 
mond's Pra. the Reader thither. But thoſe yet leave mens 
ftical Cate- Compaſſions full ſcope to grow up to what 
—_— greater height Gods grace and mens exigen- 
cies ſhall advance them : and ſurely the latter 
may ſometimes be ſuch, that it will become 
every rich man not only to rifle his Coffers, 
pour out whatſoever his ſuperfluities have there 
amaſſed, but alſo to defalk much of his own 
ac- 


them on the ſinking (ide, chat they fall not to. 
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accultomed enjoyments, cauſe the Rafor to 
paſs even upon his whole Equipage, to cut 
off all Excreicencies, all exubecaic t,xpenies, 
that fo the {tream may run the tuller in thac 
one channel wh <:: Gods providence thus cuts 
our for it, Whether this may not be a proper 
ſeaſon tor it, I leave every conlidering perton 
to judge. Atthe pretent I ſhall beteech every 
man to whom God hath given Wealth, tadiy 
to ponder how ſcandalous a thing it will be 
for him who has been the Object of fo greac 
Bounty, to decline the being an Agent in any; 
to diſcover 1mfelt ro have fiickt in nothing of 
the virtuc, amidit ſuch an atHuence of the com- 
modiries, and codetie the Example of that Li- 
derality, by whoſe effects he 1:ycs. Bur withal 
let him conſider the danger of it alſo, how 
dreadtul a guile (and conſequently vengeance) 
he draws upon Inmielt, it he ſhall deteat this 
ſo main end of ls receits. It 1s indeed a com- 
plication of many crimes nor onely again{t 
Man, but God alſo: | thall inſtance onely in 
wo, moit generally decried, and yet moſt 
eminently contained in it, unchankfulnefs, 
and Falſneſs. 

8. God in his wiſdom diſcerning that E- 
quality of Conditions would breed contuſion 
inthe World, has ordered ſeveral itares, de- 
lign'd ſome to Poverty, others to Riches, 
onely annexing to the Rich the care of the 
Poor, yet that rather as an advantage,than a 
burden, a leed of more wealth both temporal 
and 
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and eternal. Now in this diviſion of men, 
thoſe on whom he hath cauſed the becter lor 
to fall, can owit to nothing but his gracions 
diſpotal , and therefore had been certainly ob- 
liged to ſubnitt to any the molt difficult tasks 
be ſhould bave diſpenc'd with it, But now that 
in his great indulgence he hasſo tempered the 
command, as to render it not an allay, but an 
enhancement of the mercy, he that gives it 
onely a bare taſtleſs compliance, betrays him- 
ſelt co want a juſt ſenſe ot 1ty but he tharfAatly 
reſiſtsit, is in the moſt tranſcendent degree 
barbarouſly ingrate. Nay,I think I might have 
Jaid the charge higher, and called it malice, 
for what beneath thatcan provokea man thus 
ro refit his duty and interelt together ? 

9. Nor is this all, *tis alſo the greateſt Per« 
fidiouſneſs: Every rich man is,as I ſaid before, 
God's Steward, and particularly intruſted to 
provide for the indigent parts of his Family, 
luch are the poor and needy. Now if he leave 
them deſtitute, and ſuffer either his riot or co- 
vetouſnels to feed upon their Portions, what 
more deteſtable falſneſs can be commured, not 
onely in reſpe& of them, whoſe right he thus 
invades, but of God alſo, whoſe truſt he abu- 
ſes? Many other enormities there are in Un 
charitableneſs, which as ſo many miſhapen 
limbs concur to the making up this deformed 
Monſter, but I ſhall ſuppoſe ir ſufficient to 
have pointed out theſe two, which being the 
moſt profeſtly contrary to ingenuity, I _ 
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hope will carry a very averting appearance 
to thoſe who ſo eſpecially pretend to that qua- 
lity. 

: o. To this poſitive part of duty, the being 
rich in good works, we find the Apoltle connects 
a negaiive, 1, Tim.6. 17, Charge thim that be 
rich in th world that they be not high-minded, 
not truſt in uncertain riches. And we need not 
reſort to implicice faith in the Author, to per- 
ſwade us of the great propriety and fitneſs of 
theſe cautions; *cis too evident that Pride and 
Confidence are diſeaſes that uſually breed in 
full and opulent fortunes, and as they ſpring 
from the ſame root, ſo do they, like reigh- 
bdouring branches, mutually ſhelter and tup- 
port one another. He that is high-minded,ab- 
horres the ſubmiſſion of any forreign depend- 
ence,and therefore gladly anchors on any thing 
he can call his own ; and thinking his wealth 
molt properly ſo, he has as great an aptreſs,as 
boly ob expreſles an averſion, to make gold his 
hope, and to ſay to the fine gold,T hou art my con- 
fidence, ob 31.24. On the other (ide, he that 
truſts in his Wealth, is by that fortified in his 
pride* It is Arstetle's obſeryation, that wealth 
makes contumelions and inſolent , which I pre- 
ſume he infers not onely from experience, but 
reaſon alſo; for the ground-work of humility 
being the ſence of impotence and defect, he 
that aſſumes a ſelf-ſufficiency, undermineschat 
foundation, and in ſtead of it lays the Baſis of 


| thequite contrary temper, all haughtineſs and 
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elation of mind. A memorable Example of 
this we have in the inſolent reflexions of Ne- 
buchadnezzar, Das. 4. 30. which had withal 
ſo dilmal a conſequent,as,methinks,ſhould like 
Let's wife remain a perpetual monument to 
deter others from all approaches towards the 
like vanity, 

11. And certainly it is a molt important 
concernment of rich men, to fence themſelves 
again(t this doubletempration, to which pur- 
pole they can hardly tind a more complete 
armour, then what they may borrow trom 
one ſhort ſentence of the Apoltle, 1. Cor. 4,7. 
What haft thow that thou haſt not recavea ? 
Letthem look on themſelves as mecrRecelvers, 
and then with-what pretence can they pride 
themſelves in that wherein they are barely pal- 
five? Nay indeed if it be throughly ſcann'd, 
theſe Receits imply cauſe rather of ſhame then 
boaſting , the being tilled from anothers hand, 
is a ſure Argument (and tacit Reproach) of a 
natural and original emptineſs; and if God 
have Gealc fo liberally with them, they may 
collect *c1s in compliance,not withtheir merits, 
bur infirmities ; his baying made themrich is a 
ſtrongpreſumption, he ſaw them not prepared 
to be innocently poor : And ſure Pride muſt 
be a ſubtile Alchimilt, that can hence extra 
matter of yanity, and might with equal Lo- 
gick have perſwaded the Fews to glory inthoſe 
Indulgences, which were granted them onely 
forthe hardneſs of their hearts. 

12.10 
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12. In like manner if they refic& on their 
riches as received, it renders them alſoa moſt 
unfit object of Tr«ſt. For if they were given, 
they may alſo be caken away, We hold all by 
that old tenwre, which the Lawyers [tyle Als. 
diam, becauſe it 1s from none but God: and 
his gifts ( of this Kind art lealt ) are never fo 
abſolute, as to exclude power of revocation, 
Hechen that enjoys a thing not upon righe 
bur bounty, mult ask his benetactor how far 
he is to preſume on it. And if they would do 
ſo in this caſe, they would ſoon be reſolved 
how little confidence were to be repoſed in 
wealth, They may hear God the great Pacron 
tell them by Solomon, that riches make them- 
ſelves wings and fly away as an eagle, Pro. 23,5, 
by Chriſt, that the Treaſures which they lay 
up here are liable ro the Moth, and ruſt, and 
Thieves, and by the Apoſtle, thar they are 
uncertain fiches, Nay indeed, if they would 
but azk themſelves, their own daily experience 
and obſeryation, that would bear the fame 
teltimony. Every day almoſt gives ſomere- 
newed inſtance of it. What multitudes of ac- 
cidents are there to which mens goods are lia* 
ble? A rough Wind, a tempeltuous Sea ſinks 
at once the Merchant and his ſhip : an ill fea- 
ſon, an hungry ſoil cats out the Husband« 
man : and they who run not cither of theſe 
hazards, thoſe whom neither the water nor 
the earth ſwallow up, a Fire may yet conſume. 
And can there any fecurity be fanci'd in thas 
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wealth, which is.thus a prey to each element 

ſingle, and yet,more often to them united in 
man, to whoſe frauds or violences more have 

'owed their impoveriſhing, then to any of the 
former accidents? And now what greater in- 

Ffatuation can there be, then to place a truſt on 
that which 1s ſo flitting and unliteady, to 

'leanon a broken reed, or in*So/omons phraſe, 
to ſer ones ejes upon that which is not ? 

* 13. Butifby animpoſlible ſuppoſition, we 
ſhould imagine Riches to be as permanent, as 
they are indeed cranſitorie : yer unleſs they had 
as well Strengthas conſtancie, they could with 
no reaſon be depended on. He that ſtays by 
his friend to the laſt minute, if he have no 
power to afliſt him, is only a ſpeRator, not 
a reliever of his ſufferings. And alas, how many 
miſeriesare men ſubject to, in which wealth 

" cangive them no aid! Is a man afflited in 

his body with pain ? the 7ndirs are nota com- 


petent price for a minuteseaſe, an hours ſleep. | 


Is he perſecuted in his Name with reproach? 
*tis not whole 7xgors of gold that will ſtop he 
mouth of Fame : nay oftentimes the obloquy 
is1t ſelf merely the progeny of his wealth, that 
breeding envy, andenyy detration. But if 
the ſore lie yer deeper, if ic be the Sowl that 
ſuffers, that is yet farcher removed from poſſi 
bility of reliefthis way. 1f ir ſuffer as a ſlave 
under the dominion of ſin, no treaſure can r& 
deem from that vaſſalage. Wealth does in- 
deed roo often by adminiſtring tempration 
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firengthen thoſe chains, but it cannot hyeak 
them, as appears too evidently by the number 
of ſuch rich bondmen. . If it groan under the 
guilc of (in, labour under the terrors of an ac- 
culing Conſcience, alas! gold 15 no balm toa 
wounded ſpirit : the luxuries which chat has 
ſupported may help to pierce, but it has no 
power to heal, Or laitly, if che ſoul fall finally 
under che puniſhment ot tin, there's nocom« 
muting that penance, buying off that ſmart, 
Riches abuſed may indeed ſwell the accompr, 
and multiply the itripes, but they can never 
bribe che remiſſion of any. The Wiſe-man 
hath aſlured us this, Prov. 11.4. Riches profit 
net in the day of wrath. Nor does this carry 
any oppoſition to the counſel of our Saviour, 
Luke 16.9.0f making friends of the Mammon of 
anrighteonſneſs,, tor he refers not thereto any 
natural or inherent property of riches, but 
only to that extrinſick and accidental adyan- 
tage may be made of them proportionably to 
what was ſaid before of the «wnjuſt Steward, 
whoſe dexterous managery was ic that rendred 
his Lords debts ſo uſeful ro him ; not chart they 
had any proper innate vertue to fecure him 
from the neceſſity either of begging or dig- 
ing. And therefore we ſee Chri'ls words run 
not in an Annunciative, but an Exhortatory 
ſtyle : he tells us not that Mfammr ſhallmake 
us friends, but excites us to make that our own 
are, and by a prudent diſpoſure to make it 
lubſeryieatto an end above its natye efficacy. 
=— 3 
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- But all this is ſure very reconcileable with that 
natural impotency we have obſerved in it, 
Wealth charicably diſpoſed may have excellent 
effets, bur yet thoſe are to be aſcribed to the 
charity, not the wealth, which ſtill remains in 
its own eſſence the {ame unattive lump in the 
Cheſt, that it was inthe Mine, like the heathen 
Deities, unable to proteQt its moſt zealous Ido- 
laters. As a further inſtance whereof I may add 
that which will ſound very like a riddle, that 
riches cannot deliver even from preſent Want: 
which yet is demonſtrably true in all thoſe 
rich Miſers, whoſe bellies are lank, while their 
coffers are full; a ſort of Tantalized creatures, 
not peculiar only to this latter age, for we 
find them deſcribed by Solomon, Eccleſiaft 6.2. 
A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth 
and honour,ſo that he wanteth wothing for hz ſoul 
of all that he defireth, yet God giveth him not 
powey to eat thereof. So unſigniticant a thing is 
wealth, that without the addition of a new 
power it enables him not to receive the lealt 
benefit from it. 

14. When all this is conſidered, what is 
there in wealth chat can invite the leaſt confi- 
dence, ſince it appears fo utterly unable to ſe- 
cure men intheir moſt important intereſts,nay 
to do that which it moſt immediately and mol! 
colourably pretends to, the keeping them from 
want? And therefore he that will not run him- 
ſelfupon that ſad defeat of being diſappointed 


in his truſts, fajſed in bis greateſt exigents 
mull 
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muſt look out for ſome firmer ground whereon 
to build. Burt alas ! our foil affords it not : all 
here below was long ſince pronounced by one 
that wanted neither wiſdom nor experience, 
to be Vanity. Such mutations and viciſſitudes 
attend all ſublunary things, chat he that at- 
tempts to ere&t any durable ſatisfaRtion on 
them,outdoes the folly of that abſurd archireR 
Chriſt mentions, and builds not on the ſand, 
but water : and in this ſenſe the world is ſtill 
under a deluge, not ſo much dry ground, as 
where a dove may ret her foot. 

15. Weare then driven by way of neceſſary 
refuge, cothat which ſhould be our voluntary 
choice, ro come home ro the Ark, to ſhelter 
our ſelyes under his wings, where alone we 
may ſecurely reſt, and according to the adyice 
which che Apoſtle ſubjoyns to theſe cautions, 
tO traſt iz the living God, And to do this amidit 
all the ſeducements of Wealth, to fee through 
all choſe miſts which che fumes of Plenty raiſe, 
and whilſt they enjoy the gifc, ro contide only 
inthe Giver, is indiſpenſably the duty, and 
ſhould be the care of every one, to whom 
S. Paul direQts this charge, Al rbat are rich in 
this world. 

16. And ſuch in the laſt place are to take 
notice of another branch of their obligation, 
and that is to uſe that advantage which their 
Wealth gives them, towards the exerciſe of 
Temperance: which indeed can never be 
known to be truly ſuch, but when there are 

F 3 oppor- 
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opportunities and temptations to the contrary, 
He that hath nothing wherewith co maintain 
a Riot, leaves it doubttul both to others and 
himſelf, whether his Abltinences be the effects 
of Poverty or Temper; but he that has all 
the fuel for Luxury, and yet permits it not to 
kindle, he approves his Sobriety to be-in- 
deed his Choice, not his fate, And this is 
a molt excellent priviledge of Wealth : and 
though cis to be doubred it ſcarce finds room 
in moſt of our Catalogues, yet certainly it 
merits a principal place, as being much the 
greateſt ot all thoſe, which reflet only upon 
the perſon himſelf. - This reſiſting ot Tempta- 
tions 1s truly that Heroick courage worthy 


ot thoſe that pretend to Honour, ht to deno- | 


minate a Gallant mar. I wiſh thoſe who ſeek 
that reputation by many- raſh and unwar- 
rantable Adventures, would here entertain 
their youthful Ardours, this being a Field 
, where they may be aſſured - never to want 
; Combarants, - One while Glixtrozy preſents it 
ſelfarmed with the allurements ofa full and de- 
licate Table : and chough one would think him 
but a deſpicable Aſſailant, that has only the 
Kitchin for his armory, yet experience ſhews 
us, thoſe edgeleſs weapons may vie with the 
keenelt for the mortalneſs of their effeRs. 
At another time Dr«nkewneſs ſends a Chal: 
'lenge by delicious Liquor, cheerful and-di- 
'verting Company, and that not without m&- 
nace of infamy to him, who ſhall own ſo much 
du, ; cclr 
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religious cowardiſe, as to fear to hazard his 
Sobriety in the encounter. Sometimes again 
Luſt attaches him with the piercing darts, the 
killing glances of a proſticure Beauty. In the 
mean time Pride, the molt (lie and treacherous 
ofall the reit, is perpetually laying ambuſhes 
for him in the adorationsot his Flatrerers, the 
vanity of his Attire, and innumerable kinds 
of Exceſſes. And now what Knight- Errand 
would wiſh for more Encounters ? Or why 
ſhould men range abroad to invite Quarrels, 
whillt chey camely ſuffer ſuch Troops of ene- 
miesto bid them dayly defiance? *Tis,they ſay, 
a Maxime among the $Swordmen, That he that 
has once been baffled, 1s ever after an incom- 


* petent Challenger : T wiſh it might have this 


one ſober application, that men would ſuſpend 
allother Dxels, till they have righted them- 
ſelves on their Vices, and by ſome ſignal 
Conquelts redeemed themſelves from that 
obloquy and defamation, which theſe mean, 
yet inſulting Adverlaries have expoſed them 
to. 

17. Having ſhewed what Uſes are duly to 
be made of Wealth, let us now look back,and 
conſider whether any of them be ordinarily 
diſcernible in Pratitice. And here we ſhall 
meet with one fort of men, who ſtumble at 
the very threſhold, thar fail in that firſt part 
ofduty, on which all the relt depend : I mean 
thoſe who by a ſupine negligence ſuffer their 
Eſtates to mygulder and conſume inſenfibly, 
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for want of an eafie inſpeRtion and overſight, 
Of ſuch as theſe former Apes have afforded in- 
ſtances, and doubtleſs the preſent allo, though 
the number of the luxurious walters do now 
ſo overwhelm them, that they are the leſs dif- 
cernible. And though this ſeem to be the effe& 
only of ſloth, yet certainly there are other con. 
currents to it, generally theſe rwo : firit ſuch 
an overweening of their wealth, that they 
think it incxbauilible; and ſecondly an opi. 
nion that it is a mean and peaſantly thing tor 
a Gentleman to give himſelf the trouble of 
looking after his fortune, The motives are 
too ridiculous to deſerve a confutation , but 
inthe mean time it cannot but extort pity, to 
{ce Families ruined by ſuch vain whimleys, 
And what tolerable account can ſuch a Parent 
give to his begger'd Off-ipring, tro whom *cis 
very likely he may propagate the pride and 
Noth which made the mere managery of an 
, Eſtate roo hard for him, and yer withal be. 
queaths them the ſadder toil of getting one? 
Nay, what account can he give to God, from 
whom he received it, in order to ſeyeral ends, 
if he thus at once defeat them all? *Twas a 
Command to the Fews, that they ſhould net 
ent down Fruit-trees, though it were for ſo ne- 
ceſlary an ufe as to advance a Seige, Demt.20. 
19. But this is the hewing down that Stock, 
from which ſo much good Fruit ſhould ſpring, 
and that without any pretence either of neceſ- 
fity or reaſon, 
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18, Our next view will preſent us with an- 
ether ſort of perſon, who as much tranſgrefles 
the duty of comentedneſs in both the parts of 
it. *Tisno prodigy to ſee men, whom God 
hath afforded the portion of the rich, icarce to 
allow themſelves that ot the poor, foletting 
their eye be evi/even tothemielyes,becanſe Gods 
$r good. The Egyptians were tuch jealous Reve- 
rers of thoſe Creatures which they worthip'd, 
that he chac violaced them was in danger of 
ftoming, E x04 8.26. $0 theſe men who have ſer 
up their Wealth for their God, pay ir fo much 
yeneration, that as they are impatient to have 
it invaded by orhers, ſo they arc afraid to offer 
the lealt violence to it themſelves. They have 
Inſhrined it ro receive their adorations, and 
tis now become Sacriledge { indeed cl.eonly 
one they ſcrupie) ro debale it co the ſupply 
of their neceſſities. They are ſtrange auttert- 
ties which the Yoraries of this Deity will en- 
dure, even beyond the morriticatiors of the 
moſt rigid A/cerich. Their whole livesarea 
perpetual contradiction to all che apperices of 
Nature, Yet alas! that infers here no compli- 
ance with thoſe of Grace, but as if they meant 
to ſetup a Third party in the world, they 
equally oppoſe theſe. And now he that thus 
oppreſles himſelf, no wonder if he do the like 
toothers, if he extort the utmoſt that either 
power or fraud can wring from any. And 
that this work may not be retarded, he ispro- 


vided of variety of inſtrumgnts for it. Some- 
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times Bribery muſt give him a legal colour to 
rob his neighbour. Or it a Witneſs prove a 
better penny-worrh then the Judge, Subor- 
nation ſhall do the buſineſs. Sometimes Ex- 
tortion ſhall prey upon a needy Creditor, and 
that not only with che flower gnawings of 
the Canker, but with the more rayenous de. 
vourings of the Vulture, Sometimes the Rack 
1s brought out, and a poor Tenant taſtned on 
ir, and there ſoitrained and diſtorced, that he 
can never knit again to any competent ſublilt- 
ence. Sometimes again a poor neighbouring 
Prodigal ſhall be ſpurred on to farther rior, 
fed with money, that ſo by a forfeited Mort. 
gagehe may ſeize on his Eſtate. Ina word, 
*rwere endleſs to reckon up all the engins of 
rapine which this greedy Invader hath in his 
magazine. And of ſuch a one I preſume every 
man will pronounce, that he notoriouſly yio- 
lates the precept of Contentednels. 

19. But though this be the groſſeſt, yet is 
he not the only Trangreſſour. There 1isalſo 
anther more plauſible ſort, who though they 
donot thus ſeek to encreaſe their wealth at 
others mens colts, yet do it too much at their 
own : whoſe Brains are mere forges of Pro- 
jets, perpetually hammering out ſome new 
Contrivance for gain, that continually travel 
in birth of ſome freſh Improvement, ſuffer all 
the pangs and throws of a carking ſollicitude 
in purſuit of it. 1 know this piece of Covg- 
zoſneſs hath better luck then the reſt, and 
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paſſes for a creditable thing, under the ſpeci- 
6us name of good husbandry , but ſure if it be 
throughly penetrared,ic will appear no leſs op. 
polite ro Contentment then the former, Nor 
can that guilt be eyaded by thoſe that ſay, they 
ſeek to advance their Fortunes, not out of the 
Miſers deſign of hoarding up, but out of che 
more generous purpoſe of living more fplen- 
didly. For ſure he that covets more to ſpend, 
is aSlittle contented in his portion, as he thar 
coyets more to lay up : he that thinks his Table 
too ſcanty, his equipape too low, is as far 
from being ſatisfied, as he that thinks his land 
too little, his bap roo empty. So that *cis ap- 
parent theſe arrows come out of the ſamequi- 
ver, though they be ſhor at ſeveral marks. 

20, And between both theſe motives of gri- 
hs no wonderifthe Dary of Alms-giving 

crouded into a very narrow compaſs. That 
excellent yertue of Charity has indeed much 
of the Image and impreſs of Chriſt upon it : 
but the World has given it a further kind of 
conformity with him then he ever deſipn'd, its 
crucifixion between Covetouſneſs and Luxury 
deing the counterpart of his hanging between 
the Thieves. ' There wants only one member 
of the paralle], the breaking the legs of theſe 
Matefaftors, which God knows our Soxldters, 
nay many Armies of them have not bin able to 
do. The many inſtances theſe times have given 
of the ſudden diffipation of mens 1dolized 
heaps, hare notyer ſo diſciplin'd the m_ 
{© ing, 
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ling, as to perſwade him to lay »þ his treaſure 
in heaven. And theloud calls of God to weep- 
ing and morning avd girding with ſackcloth, 
have moſt prepoiteroully been Ecchoed back 
with the louder noile of mens revellings, and 
wild jollicies. And then they who thus deſpiſe 
the judgements of God, are very unlikely to 
compathtionate the miſeries of men,and I doubt 
there are many who thus anſwer the character 
of che unjultadge, Lu.18.that neither fear God 
wor regard man,nay that far outgo him in inex+ 
orableneſsof temper. He was to be wrought up- 
on by import«nity ; bur ſo petrified are theſe 
mens bowels,that no prayers nor tears can diſ- 
ſolve them.” Tis a much eaſier rask to dig Metal 
out of its native Mine,then to fetch it out of the 
covetous mans Coffer. The Earth,chough ſhe 
hide, yec ſhe guards not her treaſure, *cis ac- 
ceſlible co the induſtry of any that will ſearch 
for it:but helike an Argws tandsCentinel about 
his, and ſounds an alarm upon the remoteſt 
appearance of a poor ſuppliant. With what 
jealoufie does he eye any that he can but fancy 
to come upon that ungrateful errand,and then 
how many arts has he to prevent the aſſault ? 
Or it by ſome extraordinary Charm all his 
eyes have ſo ſlept at once, that he happen to be 
ſurpriſed, yet he has ſo many weapons of de- 
fence, that the aſſailant ſhall gain lictle by 
it, but the ſhame of an open repulſe, being 
ſure to find him impregnable. As for the Volup 
euary,be bas ſo many expenſive luſts ro main- 
cain, 
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tain, that he has difficulty enough how to gra- 
tifie all them in the diſtribution of his wealth : 
they are competitors to each other, yet joyn 
to keep out that which would be a common 
one to them all. He that grudges not the wildeſt 
profuſions of his wealth, yer thinks an Alms 
will undo him, *lis the grand bufinels of his 
life to contrive ways of expenſe : yet when 
any objc& of charity preſents one, he becomes 
thrifry on the ſudden, like the Senſirive plant 
ſhrinksat that rouch, and that open hand of 
bis clutches as fait, asif ſome conyulſion had 
contracted ic, Thus corally haye men forgor 
upon what termstheir wealth was given them, 
and thereby like miſerable Chymiſts, extraR 
Poyſon out of Cordials, a Curſe out of a 
Blefling, Riches were deſigned by God to 
be ſublervient to that Compaſſion which he 
has implanted in humane nature : bur now 
they are become the means of ſuppreſſing and 
eradicating ir, Rich men look upon poor, 
as if they were creatures of another ſpecies, 
things wherein they were perfeRly unconcern- 
ed. *Tis Strada's fancy, that there is fuch a 
ſympathy raiſed between two Needles touched 

y the ſame Loadſtone, that perſons at the 
greateſk diſtance may by the conſent of their 
morion maintain a correſpondency. I ſhall nor 
undertake for the truth of the ” ha 
however methinks *tis matrer of reproach to 
us, that theſe inanimate creatures ſhould bave 
ſo much obſervable accord, asto give __— 
0B 


ſo many undoubred principles of union both 
from nature and grace, have quite extinguiſh- 
edall effets of them. That too many have 
ſo, there needs no other evidence then the 
many unſuccour'd extremities of the Poor, 
For how elſe can it become poſlible, that one 
rank of men ſhould gluttonize, and another 
{tarye ? That hethat thinks it death to endute 
either the want or moderation of a Meal, 
ſhould never conſider what are the gripings 
of the ſtill empty ſtomach? That he ſhould 
without all regret ſee his own humane nature 
pining and languiſhing in the perſon of his 
poor brother, whilſt in himſelf *cis opprelt 
with the quite contrary exceſſes, and might 
be relieved in both by a more equal diſtributi- 
one 

And now who can ſufficiently deplore 
the wants of the Poor, ſhall I ſay, or rather the 
inhumanity of the Rich ! This ſurely is the 
ſadder ſpectacle of the two : the one only ſuf- 
fers, the other fins. And that ſuffering too may 
end in eternal refreſhment, whereas the other 
in endleſs rorment, Lazarm refts is Abrahams 
boſome, when the uncharitable Glntton fries 
in perpetual flames, And oh that this were 
throughly weighed, that they would conſider 
that every degree of unmercifulneſs they ſhew 
eo others, reverts with a rebounded force up- 
on themſelyes! Alas, *tis not ſo much the poor 


mans body, as their own ſouls, that ſue for 
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their alms. And whenever they ſhut up their 
bowels of compaſſion from the one, what do 
they but opgez/Lev mpurin, ſeal wp Gods ftore- 
howſes and treaturies from the other ? When 
they deny the crams from their table, they 
deny themſelves a drop of water to cool thiir 
rongues. 

22, But I fear this of Illiberalicie may paſs 
for a moderate crime in this Age, when fo 
many are guilte of another ſo far cranſcending 
it, For do we not lee divers, who inſtead ot 
abating their Exceſles to relieve the Poor, do 
maintain their Riot upon them ? If the deſpe- 
rate Debr:of poor Tradeſmen were examined, 
Idoubt not this would appear a fad cruth, *T[is 
become fo faſhionable a thing to run into 
Scores, and ſo untaſhionable to pay them,that 
be is ſcarce thought well-bred, that has not 
bankrupted one at leaſt of cach Trade he deals 
with, Their only care is to pet credulous 
Merchants, who ſo long as they cruſt ſtoutly 
ſhall have fair words, but if once their faith 
fail, then, as if the So/5fidias docrine had 
ſtretcht it ſelf into Traffick as well as Divi- 
nity, they are pronounced Reprobates,and as 
ſollicitouſly avoided as the Separarsff ſhuns 
a perſon whom he is pleaſed to call carnal. 
Poſterns and obſcure paſſages are contrived, 
on purpoſe to eſcape them, ſo that a poor 
Creditour mult give many days, nay moneths 
attendances, before he can ſo ſurpriſe a Gentle- 
Man, ast0 come but to as his own ; and on 
rac 
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the beſt return he uſually meets with, is ſome 
empty promiſes to bribe a delay. Bur fome- 
times he fares much worſe, and as if *twere 
a crime notto ſtarve ſilently, he is reviled and 
reproached, and harſh and contumelious lan- 
guage become tiis only payment. It has been 
received as a Maxime, That We are all kind 
to our own creatures: But this caſe ſhews 
*cis no univerſal rule; for thoſe who thus 
make poor men, are of all others the mot 
barbarous to them in their poverty. But let 
thoſe who thus ſhuffle off their Reckonings 
with men, remember that there will come a 
day, when they ſhall nor be able to decline 
their Accompt tro God. And with what hor. 
rour and confuſion muſt they appear at that 
Audit, when they ſhall be charged not only 
with the miſpending their own eſtates, but 
other mens, the having added robbery to un- 
mercifulneſs? 

23. If in the next place we hall refle@t on 
the Apoltles caution of nor being high-minded 
or truſting in uncertain riches, we muſt turn 
to our Bibles to be ſatisfied there was ever any 
ſuch charge given, there is ſo little of it to 
be read in mens practices. Humility is a plant 
that is carefully weeded out of all rich grounds, 
accounted a mean depenerous quality, that 
like Treaſon attaints the blood, and forteits 
Nobility. Gent/emen, though they are for the 
moſt part yery guiltleſs of the Phariſees ab- 
inence, the faſting cwice 4 week, do yet 
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tranſcribe the worſe part of his copy, the 
thinking they are nor like other men,and belieye 
X a juſtice they owe their birth rodo ſo. They 
have mounted themſelves alofr, and looking 
down from thoſe Pinacles of Honour, all be 
low ſeem little and contemprible, creeping 
things of the Earth, Worms and xo Men, 1 am 
not {o for confounding of Qualities, as to ex- 
at they ſhould choole their Intimates and 
Companions out of the loweſt rank, I1know 
Prudence as well as Pride has drawn a Parti- 
tion-wall berween them (though perhaps the 
latter has raiſed it to an unneceſſary height) 
but I wiſh it might be remembred, that as the 
Precept of Not eating Bloud was deſigned not 
for it ſelf, but as an Hedge again(t Murder, fo 
that juſt diſtance, which Order recommends 
between the Noble and che Mean, 1s valuable 
only as a fence againlt baſe and ignoble praQti= 
ces; true greatneſs conſiſting in deſpiſing not 
the perſons, but the vices of the vulgar. Yet 
here,alas! the ſenſe is quite changed, and ma» 
ny who loek the moſt faſtidiouſly on the one, 
will yet mix freely with the other , and while 
they ſoar the higheſt in the opinion of their 
ſuperiority, do yer ſtoop tothe ſordid beſtia- 
lities ofthe molt abje& of men. Nay, indeed 
this Lure does ſometimes make*many of them 
deſcend eyen from their punGtlioes, and thoſe 
who at another meeting mult have lookt for 
no other treatment but what St. James de- 


ſcribes, ?am. 2. 3.Stend thou there,or fit here un- 
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der my foot-ſtool, ſhall in the rounds of good 
fellowſhip be equal with the beſt : ſuch a Le. 
veller is Debauchery, that it takes off all di. 
ftin&tions. Bur in the mean time how greata 
ſhame is it,that ſuch vicious motives ſhall haye 
force enough to make them thus deprade 
chemſelves,when all the Engagements of Chri- 
{tianity are not ableto do that which is much 
leſs, to abate any thing of thoſe tumours, 
thoſe ſwelling conceits of their own greatneſs, 
or (in the P/almiſt's phraſe) to make them 
know themſelves to be but Men, 

24. Nor has the ochcr branch of the cauti. 
on any better ſucceſs among them. *Tis i, 
many of them too diſcernible, that they place 
that Truſt in uncertain Kiches, which they 
ſhould repoſe onely in the /ivizg God, fo my 
king his Gifts his Rivals, and raiſing him 2 
Competitor even of his own Bounty. For this 
we need no other wayes of probation, then 
onely toexamine, whither it is,that in any caſe 
of difficulty or diſtreis they make their carliel 
and moſt importunate addreſſes, for there we 
may conciude them to fix the greateſt conf 
dence. And I fear 'tis too apparent, that 
where wealth makes but any the llightelt pre- 
tences, promiſes the leaſt aid, though bur re 
more, and atthe ſecond hand, it has molt df 
their applications. Thus in caſe of Ds/caſe, 
they whole plenty enablesthem for the coltlier 
methods of cure,isnot their fir{t reſort thicher? 
do not their Fees fly faſter then their Prayers? 
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and are they not much haſtier to invite the 
Phyſician, then the Divine ? Nay, indeed the 
laccer is ſcarce eyer admitced, till the former 
have forſaken them, a ſhrewd indication, 
where their prime hopes are built, So again 
in any diſaſtrous event, the firit Eſſay is whe- 
ther Money will heal che Wound. He that is 
under the diſpleaſure of a Superiour, feeks to 
appeaſe by Preſents, or buys the friena/ip of a 
Blaſtus, Atts 12.20. to mediate for him, He 
that is brought before a Tribunal endeavours 
with the ſame golden Engine to draw off his 
Proſecutor, to bend and incline his Judge. He 
whoſe Wealth makes him purſued as a delire. 
able Prey, expeRts his ſatery eyen from that 
which is the original of his danger, and as if 
like a Scorpion it alone could cure its own 
ſting, tries whether a part will ſecure the 
whole. And in the mean time no attempt 1s 
made to call in God to their reſcue; as if he 
were an idleunconcern'd ſpectator of humane 
affairs, or ſo inconſiderable an Ally, az not to 
be worth the care of engaging him on their 
lide. Nay even in their [alt and dreadfulleft 
danger, many ſeem not to quit their depen= 
dence on their Wealth; ſome Teſtimentary 
Charities muſt then do wonders for them, and 
paſs for all thoſe Frairs of Kepentance, which 
ſhould ſecure them from the 1Vrath to come. 
Even thoſe that haye drunk the dloud of the 
Poor,ſuffered the moſt of it to incorporate in« 
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ſmall part of it (which perhaps lies crude, At 
yet lo digeſted) in a Legacy, to eale thgfr con. 
ſciences : ſo adapting their reltitutions to 
their Rapines, onely in this one relipect, that 
thoſe as well as theſe are of another mans 
goods; they never commencing till death 
bath diſſeized them of all propriety, as if the 
Iniquity of the Fathers were in this fenſe to be 
viſited upon the Chilaren, 1rhus their Wills be- 
come their onely Paſs-port, to convey them 
to Abraham's bolom, and by thus cajoling the 
Poor at parting, they truſt to extinguiſh the 
clamours of all former oppreſlions, and in 
ſpight of Solomon will hope, that Riches ſhal 
profit in the day of Wrath, It will not here be 
pertinent to enquire how many other objed 
of Truſt they have, which divert them from 
that one, to which the Apoltle direfts them, 
It may ſuffice in general ro ſay, that none can 
be ſuppoſed indeed to 17ſt on the living God, 
but thoſe who by ſincere piety qualifie chem- 
ſelves tor his protection; according to which 
meaſure *cis to be feared many eyen of the 
faireſt pretenders will be excluded. 

25. It now weprocecd to the /aft part of the 
Rich mans Duty, the exerciſe of Temperance, 
we may without an Axgxr diyinethe return 
of that Inqueſt, For it having formerly ap- 
peared, that they turn that {tream,which ſhould 
flow in Charity, to make the tuller current for 
their Luxury, *cis viſible they are far from de- 
hgning any ſelf-denial. But if that inference 
were 
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were not proof enough of it, they daily pive 
us ocular demonſtrations : W hat {tudious pro- 
viſions do they make for the fleſh ro fx/filt the 
luſts thereof ? Rom. 13.14, Natureaffords not 
"Meat delicate enough for their palats ; it muſt 
be adulterated with the coſtly mixtures of 
Art, before it can become Genti/e nouriſh- 
ment, And in this they are arrived to ſuch a 
niceneſs, that Cookery 1s become a very my- 

ſterious Trade, the Kitchin has almoſt as many 
Intricacies as the Schools. And the quantity 
of their Meat 1s not leis extravagant then the 
kinde : Onethat did but examine their Bi{s of 
Fare, would think the Dogs appetite were the 
Epidemick Diſcale among them, if he did not 

conſider they had Eyes to be ted as well as Bel- 

lies. Nor will they be ſo Ununitorm, as not to 

have their Drink bear a tull proportion with 

their Meat; and *rwere well if it did ro more, 

that their Drinking had but thoſe ſet hours of 
their Meals, that ſo there might be at lealt 

ſome Intervals and Pauſes in their Debauches , 

whereas now many perſons allow themſelves 

no longer Intermiſlions then may juit qualite 

them for a new Excels; recover their wits 

onely ſo far, as may pur them in capacity of 

loſing them again. 

26. But belides theſe, there 1s another ſort 
of proviſion for the fleſh, of which they are 
no leſs ſollicitous, and which many buy in 
at very dear rates. The embraces of a Wite 
are as nauſcous to them,as {anna to the 1/ra- 
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elites. [is Variety they hunt afrer; and ſo 
they might have the Txrk's Seraglio, they 
would not ſtick ro take his Mahomcraniſm 
withal. Nay 1t that wereas agreable to their 
Reaſon to believe, as to their inclinations to 
imbrace, they would certainly reckon it a con- 
ſiderable parc ofthe prize, as that which to the 
preſenc poſſeſſion ſnperadds a liberal reverſion 
of thoſe brutiſh delights, and would think 
they had madea very commodious Bargain,to 
have fo exchanged the Chriſtians preſent puri- | 
ty, and future Heayen, | 

27. Toall theſe Exceſles, that of their Ap- | | 
parel does perfectly correſpond : ſo much colt, | | 
ſo much buſineſs gocs to it, that one may al- 
molt as cheaply and eaſily rig out a Ship, as 
ſer out a Gentleman in his compleat Equipage. 
How many Artificers go there to the piecing 
him up! He that ſhould aſlign him one to 
each Limb, would much contra the number, 
which is indeed ſo great, that if it were compu- 
ted *rwould be found it conſtituted moſt of the 
Tradesin a Common-Wealth. A firange dif- 
proportion, that the Little World ſhould fo 
much outvie the Greater , anda lively inſtance 
iT is of che multiplying faculty of Vanity, that 
can improve Natures {1mple necetlity of co- 
vering to ſuch an exorbitant exceſs, and has 
nurſt upthe firſt Fig-leaves to ſuch a luxuriant 
growth, thatthe Hereynian Oaks,which Mela 
tells ſuch wonders of, are but a kind of pigmy- | 1 
plant rothem that thus overſpread the wy 
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and from coverins of Shame, are grown to 
ſhadow and darken Reaſon it felt, ſo creating 
| a Moral nakednels, whulit they hide a Na- 
| tural, 

28, To allthe reſt we may add their Spozrs 
- | and Recreations, the expeniiveneſs whereof is 
> | noway inferiour co all the former. Gaming, 
| | like a Quick-ſand, (wallows up a man in a mo» 
; | ment; and how many ſuch Wrecks have theſe 
| | latter Ages produced ? Hawks, and Homnds, 
and Hor/es,c>c. and ſomewhat tlower deyour- 
ers, yet asthey are manag'd by ſome, tend 
much to the ſameend : to that methinks ſuch 
men feein to make the ſame menace to their 
Eſtates, which Go/zab did to David, 1. Sam.17. 
; | 44+ 1 will give thee to the fouls of rhe air,and to 
the beaſts of the field. Such vait numbers of 
\ | them they have, and thoſe kept with tuch 2:ce- 
\ | neſsand curioſity, as if they had a deſign to 
debauch the poor animals, and infet chem 
with their luxury. *Tis now -no news in the 
literal ſenſe, to have the Childrens vread gi- 
vento Dogs, and.it may within a while be as 
little, to have not onely their Children, but 
themſelves want it. For Prodigalicy 1s of the 
nature of the Viper, and eats out the bowels of 
that Wealth which gave it birth, and 4{te- 
ox's fate was both Emblem and Story, :9 be cat- 
en wp With his Dogs. 

29, We have ſeen now how. much their 
Prattice (werves from their Daty : Let us next 
a little conſider, whether they might nor be 
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happier, if they were regulated by ic. And 
firit, 4 pradent overſight of their Eſtates is 
ſure far trom being ſuch an oppreſſing burden 
as ſome are willing to tancy it. For if it be 
moderate, and ſuch onely I recommend, it is 
ſuppoſed to exclude all painful and diſquieting 
ſollicirudes, and then it becomes onely of the 
nature of a Divertiſemenr, helps them off 
with ſome of thoſe ſpare hours, whoſe empti- 
neſs becomes their Load, and which they 
would elſe be in pain,and probably at no ſmall 
colt to diſpoſe of. And I ſee not why it ſhould 
not be tull as pleaſant at the inſtant, to talk of 
their own affairs, as of other mens, (which 
yet are the uſual enterta:nment of thoſe that 
negleQtheir own, ) to take up Accompts at 
home, as Reckonings at the Tavern: AndI 
am ſure *tis much more ſoin the conſequences 
of it, as much as Peace is above Diſcord 
and Tumult, Plenty abovel ndigence and Ne- 
ceſlity. 

30. Next for Contextment, univerſal con- 
ſent ſuperſedes the labour ot proving that a 
happineſs, it being unanimouſly accorded to 
be the Elixer and Quinteſſence of all that pre- 
tends to thattitle, to be to all theſe outward 
things, as theSoul is to the Body, that which 
animates and inſfpirits them, without which 
they are but dead, yea noiſom carcaſes, preſ- 
- ſures inſtead of enjoyments. This is the true 
Phileſophers ſtone, that turns all ic touches 
into Gold ; the poor man is Rich with it, a 
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the Riche(t poor without it. Whoever there. 
fore defires to improve his Eſtate, ler him be- 
gin his culture or hutbandry upon his mind, 
plant there this Tree of Lite, the ſhade where. 
of will yeild him a perpetual refreſhment, 
"twill make him alwayes as Rich as he delires to 
be; and he certainly knows not what he aſks, 
that demands more. 

31. The next Duty, that of Zriberaliry, may 
perhaps be thought not to have ſo amiable an 
aſpe& , but it is onely by thoſe who look upon 
itthrough falſe Glaſſes: men generally conſi- 
der it as a piece of ſpiritual rapine, an Engine 
framed by Divinesto force open their Coffers, 
and plunder chem without a War. Bug if they 
would but turn the right end ofehPerſe- 
five, *cwould then have a quite cofffrary ap- 
pearance; they would diſcern that it 1s the 
means to multiply, not diminiſh their tore, 
a more profitable way of uſury then any the 
greedielt Extortioner hath ever found out.* Tis 
a lending to the Lord, Prov. 19.17. who ſurc- 
ly is the moſt ſolvent Debtor any can deal 
with,and one who never makes ſcanty retribu- 
tions. This I am confident might be arreſted 
eventually true by all thoſe who have attempt- 
edto makethe experiment.The onely prejudice 
that can lie againſt their Teſtimony 1s the pau- 
city of choſe that have ſo attempted (& would 
to God men would conſpire to ſolve that ob- 
jRion) for were all charicable perſons ſum- 
mon'd co give in their accompts, I doubt not 
ic 
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it would appear their bounty had enriched, not 
impoveriſhed them. I am ſure I have met with 
ſeveral remarkable inſtances of it, buc never 
yet with one to the contrary : and therefore if 
either reaſon or precedent may have force, he 
chat conſiders but rightly 11s own temporal In- 
terelt cannot but have appetite to this Duty, 
in reſpect of himſelf. And yet where there are 
any bowels, this 15 but a faint inducement com- 
pared with that which ariſes from the calami- 
ties of the perſons to be relieved, The wants of 
the Poor are loud and paſlionate Orators,fuch 
as cannot miſs to work upon any, on whom 
covetouſneſs hath not firſt wrought the unhap- 
py AMctamerphoſis of turning them into ſtone. 
And theſe having once conveyed into a mans 
mind a compaliionate regret, himſelf groans 
under that preſſure, wlich he ſces cruſhing 
the other : and then what can be more pleaſant 
then by a ſeaſonable charity to eaſe both?None 
doubts of the Receivers delight, bur ſure chat 
is ſhort of the Giyers, by how much the interi- 
our ſenſe is more ſubrile and acute then the ex- 
teriour. Would God thoſe who make it their 
Trade to hunt after pleaſures, would try but 
this One piece of Epicuriſm, and then 1 doubt 
not, they would acknowledge that all meat 15 
inſipid, compared with that, which they eat 
with the poor mans mouth ;, the moſt ſplendid 
apparel ſordid and inglorious, in reſpe&t of 
that they wear upon his back , and all pleaſures 
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with thoſe tranſcendent delights which attend 
the exerciſe of Chriſtian liber ality. 

3 2.Nor haye they in the next place any rea- 
ſon to luſpeRtrhe Apoltle treacherous to their 
preſent interelt, when he ſeeks to deſpoil chem 
of that either Pride, or contidence, which 
their Riches are apt to create, For the former 
*Zis certain all haughty perſons may very pro- 
perly interrogate themſelves in that form, we 
tinde #/d, 5.8.1Vhat hath Pride profited us,or 
what good hath Riches with cur VAWNINY 
brought n5?1t would ſurely puzzle the molt ex- 
perienced man to detine what there is in Pride, 
that can afford any felicity. The utmoſt thar 
can be pretended is, that it is a lively chearful 
thing to have good thoughts of ones ſelf, buc 
he that can in earnelt make this plea for Pride, 
does in jultice owe astair an excomium to Bed- 
lam: for according to this meaſure that con- 
tains the happielt people, there being thoſe 
that are che molt bighly raprt in the opinion of 
their own excellencies. Yet ſure we ſhould 
judge him in good Election for the place, thac 
ſhould look uponit with appetite. But admit 
this might indeed paſs for a pleaſure, yet it is 
the parent of a far greater uneaſineſs, and like 
acarcaſs breeds a worm that deyours it ſelf. 
For he that looks on himſelf with ſuch reye- 
rence, exacts that all others ſhould do ſo too, 
and when he failsin that aim (as none fo fre- 
quently does, as the proud) what diſquietsand 
umpatiencics is he under!ſuch as infinicely over- 

whelm 
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whelm all the pleaſure of his yain complacen- 
cies, A little diſreſpe&t from Aoraccat is able 
to eyacuate all Hamar's proſperity. Such a 
Cheat and Impoſtour is Pride, that whilſt it 
pretends to exalr,it debaſes, whuleſt it eleyates 
a man above others, it really ſubjects him to 
them, purs him in their power to torment and 
cruciate, and whillit it makes ſhew oft adyan- 
Cing, ts but in the ſame manner that the Rack 
extends the ſtature, by diflocating the Joynts, 
And then 1 hope 'twill be no unfriendly office 
to perlwade men, to keep themſelves from 
that Engine of pain,or to recommend to them 
ſuch an humility of mind, as may preſerve 
them in that ſecurity and compolednefs, 
which 15 fundamentally neceſſary to all true 
happineſs. 

33. The very ſame judgment is to be made 
of the other Branch of the Caution, the xo: 
truſting in uncertain Riches, but in the living 
Gead: which 1s molt viſibly every mans preſent 
concernment. He that can entertain a doubt of 
it, ler him bur fall into the hands of ſome trea- 
cherous or but impotent perſon, that ſhall in 
ſome important affairs betray his truſt, or de- 
ceive his hopes, andthen let him tell me whe- 
ther it be not a mans immediate and molt preſ- 
ſing Intereſt, to build his confidences onthe 
Rock,not on the Sand. Nothing but the ama- 
Zing exigences of a ſinking man can excuſe the 
folly of catching at Reeds, bur he that ſhould 
deliberately eleRt ſuch Supporters, would be 
chought 
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thought as mad, as he 1s ſure co, be miſerable, 
Yet this is but the faint and impertet Emblem 
of him who re{ts upon his Wealth : whereas 
on the other ſide he that ſhelcers himſelf under 
the ſhadow of the Almighty, is poſlelt of a 
moſt inexpugnable Fortreſs, For how can he 
fail of ſecurity that has Omaiporency tor 
his Guard, or be deiuded in his trults, that de- 
pends on Truth it ſelf? Let theſe fo diſtant ſtates 
becompared, and then furc I ſhall not need to 
anticipate any mans judgement, but may leave 
him to pronounce on which tide his Intereit 
as well as Duty lies in this particular. 

34. Laſtly, Temperarce alſo puts in her 
claim to Plraſwre, which I preſume thoſe will 
be ſure to reſilt, who place that wholly in the 
ſatisfaction of the ſenſual appetite. Ye: I be- 
lieve one might take even theſe men in luch a 
ſeaſon, when they ſhould be forced to give 
up their verdict for it. Come to the Gluten 
when he 1s labouring under the load of an 0- 
vercharged ſtomack, to the Drankard when 
his mornings qualm ks revyenging on him his 
laſt nights debauch;to the /»ſff«/ perſon, when 
the torment of his bones admoniſh him of, the 
fins of his fleſh : and then ask them whether 
Temperance be not more pleaſant then its con- 
trary, I can ſcarce think the Devil has any ſuch 
ſtour Confeſſors, but will then betray his caule. 
But this virtue is in it ſelf coo amiable to need 
any of thefe Foils to illuſtrate it; the pleaſure 
of ſubduing a Lult, of denying an Appetite, 
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isnot onely nobler, but greater then any is to 
be had in the molt tranſporting moment of 
ſatisfying them. Every man wall call him a 
Brute,that when an Enemy is in the Field loſes 
the opportunity of a glorious Victory, and ex. 
poſes himſelfro certain Captivity, rather then 
forſake his Liquour, or other ſordid pleaſure, 
And this is jult the deciſion of the preſent caſe; 
Our Lults are our morcalleſt Enemies,and eye- 
ry time they aſſault us, *tis in our choice either 
by reſiſting them to gain a ſignal Conqueſt, or 
elſe by ſtooping to thoſe deſpicable Cures they 
hold out to us, to be vanquiſhed by them. He 
that chuſes the laſt, ifhe have any ſhadow of 
pleaſure, *cis onely that of a Beaſt, (like an 
Horſe, who though he hath indeed the ſatisfa- 
Rion of receiving Meat, yet he alſo takes the 
Bridle, yea the Whip too from the ſame hand) 
*Tis rhe former onely, that is the pleaſure of a 
man, Which 1 ſuppoſe ſufficient to evince to 
which the difference belongs. For ſure none 
can think God hath been ſo unkind to his own 
Image in humane nature, as in the diſpenſation 
of felicity to aſlign the larger ſhare to the 
Brates. And theretore in this particular as well 
as the reſt we may conclude, that he is not 
onely the molt pious but the moſt happy per- 
ſon, that makes the right uſes of his Wealth, 
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Of the third Advantage, that 
of T ime, 


I, Er us row proceed to the third Ad- 
vantage, that of Time: which 
though men do often fo induſtri- 
ouſly walte, as if it were rather a 

burden then an adyantage, yet the differing e- 

{timates they make ofir, when it is near expi- 

ring, the patlionate Deatb-bed wiſhes of a few 

days reprieve, witneſs that it has a real yalue. 

For were it an empty uſeleſs thing, it would 

not then begin to appear conſiderable, when all 

other vanities grow 1n contempt with us. The 
unhappineſs of it is, that men learn co prize it, 
as they do moſt other good things, rather by 
the want then by the enjoying, buy the s«ill of 
trading with the loſs of theTalent which thould 
maintain the Traffick, and then onely come to 
account it a treaſure, when they canno longer 
diſpoſe it to any benefit; and that diſpoſing 
alone is it that canrender it truly valuable, Ic 
is therefore a moſt neceſſary providence to 
leara this art of improvement, this piece of 
ſpiritual husbandry, without which a mans 
ſelf becomes that accurſed ſoil, the Apoitle 
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mentions, Heb.6.8. Whoſe end us to be burned, 
Let us therefore a while examine what are 
thoſe Imployments of our Time, which may 


render it molt fertile to our preſent comtort, ; 


and future account, 

2. Every man ſays (though perhaps few con- 

ſider) that oxr time bere 15 but a Prologue to 
Eternity elfewhere, and that the Condition of 
that Ecernity,whether happy or miſerable, de- 
pends upon the well husbanding of this time, 
That therefore and that onely can be the right 
manapery ofit,which tends to make our future 
Eſtate as happy, as it is ſure to be laſting. To 
this purpoſe God hath chalked us out ſome 
great lines of Duty, from whence ſo many 
leſſer do ariſe, as will, if we will permit them, 
twiſt and winde themſelyes with every hour of 
our lives. And though theſe Duties are in the 
kind of them obligatory to all conditions of 
men, yet frequenter Acts of them are expected 
from thoſe, whoſe Qualities and fortunes give 
them more vacancy from ſecular toyls. 

3. Forcertainly it is not to befancied, that 
God %ho has put an aRtive Principle into our 
nature, ſhould induſtriouſly provide for the 
ſuppreſſing its operations in any, devote ſuch 
aSelet number of men, as an Heeatomb to be 
offered up to Jdleneſs. And yet much leſs can 
itbe thought, that he ſhould ſo promote chat 
Iniquity, which he profeſſes to bate, as to de- 
ſign them to the purſuits of that, Mſanxmic 
them from labour,to leave them freer for ow 
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And if neither of theſe can be ſuppoſed, it their 
leiſure were not indulged them, either thac 
they might do nothing, or do 11], there remains 
only a third end imaginable, and that ische 
| doing good, (tor as for Sports and Paltimes, 
the belt of them come lo near to Idiene(s, and 
the worlt of chem co Vice, that as the one is 
not to be allowed any, fo the other no contide- 
rable parc of their time.) Now becauſe none 3s 
good but one, that is God, Mark 10. 18, wecan 
cake our meaſures of good actions only from 
his preſcription; and fo thoſe which he has 
commended as ſuch to Mankind in general, 
point out to this particular rank of men the na» 
ture oftheir Exerciles, as their eſpecial Vacan« 
cy and leiſure does the higher degrees of 
, them, 
4+ And firſt thoſe of Pirty rowards God 
juitly challenge a preat ſhare of their Time, 
for whereas God may ſeem to have limited 
and confined the poor mans zeal, by that Rule 
of preferring mercy to themſelves before ſacri- 
fice to him; he does, by exempring cherich from 
thoſe neceſlicies, tacicly require their devorion 
to ſwell upro ſome proportion with his bounty 
tothem, who being freed trom choſe weights 
| wherewith others areclogged and incumbred, 
, | evennatureic ſelf ſuggelts che expectation of 
their ſoaring higher, He has pur them ata 
Gſtance from the meaner cares and (olficitudes 
of life, as if he were jealous thoſe might prove 
| his rivals, and keep chem from growing into 
H a 
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a cloſer intimacy with himſelf. And ſhall. this 
deſign of his love be defeated?And when he has 
chus ſecured himſelt from one {ort of Compe- 
titour, ſhall more and baler be ſought our, 
every the triflingelt and vilelt Entercainment 
be courted to come and ſupplant him ? This 
were indeed to anſwer that odious charaRer 
of the Adultereſs, Exztk 16.34.which was not 
follicited, but aid ſollicir. Ard thoſe that can 
make ſuch unworthy and provoking returns 
-ro ſo endearing 2 kindneſs, evince themſelyes 
deſtitate not onely of grace, buc of all deprees 
of common good nature. For when he ſo pro- 
jects for their tamiliarity ard converle, what 
can be more inhumane and ingrate, then thus 
ſcornfully to decline 1t? Yet under this charge 
all thoſe will certainly fall, who do not 1mploy 
( nay devote) every day fome con(:derable 
part of this their vacant time to the keeping up 
their intercourſe with God, by Reading, pray. 
er and Meditation. 

5. Inthe next place, 7 hemſelves put in for 
a part. But here | mean not thoſe brutiſh 
ſenſual ſelves, which haye in many (like Pha- 
raoh's lean kine) devoured the nobler and 
more excellent; but it is the more divine and 
ſublimated part of them, on which their time 
isto be laid out. And here they can never want 
buſineſs, that being in ſeveral reſpets a yery 
proper object of their diligence, For tix{t, their 
Underſtandings, how clear and vigorous 10+ 
ever, attara not their height at once, are 
not 
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not like Adam created 1n a late of maturity 


and perfection, but like his degraded polterity, 
make gradual motions towards it, advance by 
ſeveral eps and degrees of prohiciency , . nor 
ran we in this hfe atcend to luch a New wltra, 
as excludes a poſſibility of growth. So that 
no adyantage ot Education can ſuperſede the 
uſe of After-indultry, that being (till able co 
make farther improvements, brig :n new at- 
cellions to their Knowledge, And this 1s fo 
inviting an entertaininent,as may very realon- 
ably expe their companies ſome hours of the 
day in their Studies, 

6. Bur chough this be a conſiderable, yet 
51 notthe welghnelt part of char care they 
owe themſelves. For as the Soul conſtder'd 
in its /ntellcfF, may thus become their Pupil, 
ſoin 1s Aforals it has often need to be their 
Patienc. For though 1n itsOriginalContticution 
it was perfetly pure and healthy, yer by in- 
haditing in this pelthouſe the Fieſh, it hath 
eatracted much of i:s contagion; and by 
bow much che more delicate and refined its 
compoſition is, ſo much the more mortal are 
the diſeaſes to which it is ſubjcR. Ir will there- 
fore require acloſe and wary attendance, A 
Phyſician that. has a nice and tender Patienr, 
mult be yery aſliduous in his care, obſervant 
of all ſymptoms, watchtul againlt all accidents. 
And fo certainly ſhould men be here, they 
ſhould make dayly obſervations how thetr 


ghoſtly trength increaſes or decayes, whac 
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Humour molt predominates, whether Choler 
boil up into rage, Phlegm freez into (loth; whe- 
ther the Sanguineneſs of their remper make 
them luſttul, or the Melancholy revengelul, 
and accordingly apply their ſpiritual purga- 
tives, the Baths, or che Paleſtra, preſcribe 
rules of Diet and Exercilc. And doubleſs 
whoever makes theſe dayly {tri&t inſpections 
into himſelf, will by the ine.timable benefit he 
receives fromit, be taught how great a bleſ- 
ſing his Time is, and how much a greater to 
have grace thus co imploy it. 

7. But though a ans ſelf be a Province 
wide enough to take up a good part of his 
time, yet muſt he not ſo ingrols it, as to de- 
fraud his Neighbour, who has alſo a right to 
ſharceinic. God having made man atter his 
own Image, has (as part of that) ſtamped upon 
him the Bounty and Communicativenels of 
his nature ; and therefore when we live wholly 
co our ſelves, we raſe and Gdetace that Impreſs, 
And when 'cis remembred that the heinouſneſs 
even of Mxrder is by God pronounced to ariſe 
from the violation of his Image, Gen. 9. 6, 
parity of reaſon mult conclude this no light 
guilt. Nor 1s it onely our Goods we are to im- 
part (for that were a very partial Tranſcript 
of that Bounty we are to imitate, which gives 
us ſo much beſides) but in general whatever 
other Ability we have by which our neighbour 
may receive advantage: and ſoa man has as 
many imployments of his time, as he cicher 
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finds or can make opportunities of doing good 
ro others. I ſay make ; for ſure lince God hath 
conſticured Loye to our neighbour one of the 
fundamental laws to Mankind, we are not to 
look upon ic only as an accident or caſualtie, 
bur asa main and deliberate buſineſs of our 
lives; not refer it wholly to chance whether 
ever we ſhall do an aRtof this kind, or no, but 
induitriouſly feex our and 1mprove occaſions. 
Thus we find the Liberalicy of our Bleſſed 
Lord repreſented to us in the parable of the 
great Supper, Luke 14. 16.gwhere there was 
not only |1beral proviſions made for ſuch as 
would come in, but importunice uſed to draw 
them, - particular invitations made to the poor 
and the maimed, the halt and the blind, and 
when that brought not in guelts enough, the 
High-wayes and Heages were to be ranſacked, 
anda general Preſs, as it were, made of men, 
to receive not the Earneſt-penie of Death, 
(which is uſually the ſignification of our Preſs- 
money) but the Antepaſt of Ecernal life, Oh 
that all thoſe who pretend to greatneſs of 
mind, would copie out this Munificence, that 
they would prevent mens deſires, and invite 
them to come and be obliged by chem. For 
want of this many occaſions of doing bene- 
firs are loſt; the modelity of ſome, perhaps the 
pride of others, ayerts them from requeiting 
thoſe aſfiltances they moſt need. It were there- 
fore che nobleſt Study a Gentleman could enter- 
tain himſelf with, to ſearch the various wa_ 
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of tholg wichin his ſphere. But then he muſt 
be ſure to do it with a candid deſign, the more 
opportunely to apply himſelt to cheir aid ; he 
mul} not creacherouſly inquire, who wants 


knowledge, to deride, but inſtru chem , nor. 


hunt our a debauched perſon, to make him his 
Companion but his Convert, got find out 
quarrels to foment, but compole them , ina 
word, not pry into other mens concernments, 
Ike a buhie- body, but a Friend , not to comply 
with his own curioſitie, but cheir need. And 
now hethat pays.a jult Tribute of his Time to 
theſe three grand Jurties, will (when the other 
dues to Nacure, temporal Afﬀairs, and necel- 
farie Civilitics are decucted) not have much to 
ſacrifice either to Idlene(s or Vice, but will 
rather think he wants Time then Bulinels. 

8, Butalas, the full leiſure they generally 
find for the dire&t contrary employments, 
witneſſes too irrefragably that they are not 
thus taken up. It is true indeed, we knd God 
ofcen in their Mouths, but it 1s rather in Qaths, 
then Prayers , asif they meant their profana- 
tions ſhould be the onely teſtimonie that they 
believed a Deitie. How many are there ſuch 
profeit Votaries to Bacchxs, that their Knees 
are relerved onely for him, never to be bent 
but in drinking of Healths, that ſeem to have 
enaQtcd to themſelves the prophaner part of 
Darinss Law, Dan. 6. 7. that of aching no 
Periticnof Goa, onely herein out-yying Lim, 
that their's is for an indefinite, not limited 
th time, 
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time; who reckon Saying of Prayers among 
thoe 'pedant ick tasks ot their cluldhood, which 
expire with the Rod and Ferula,and can nevec 
think fit co debafe their more Manly ſtate ro it , 

un:els pechaps a reſtlels night may torce chem 
tocall itin to ſupply the place of a more uſual 
and plealing Anoayne. Whether this be not 
the picch ot many Gentlemens Devotion, I ap- 
peal ro any that obſeryes their practice, 

9, Nor haye they much more to do in the 
Librarie, thenthe Oracorie, unlels it be [tored 
with Romances : any deeper fort of reading 
is as formidable co them, as the Mines or Gal- 
leys; nor do they without wonder look at 
thoſe who can voluntarily ſet themſelves to 
tug at thoſe Oars But Divinitie 1s beyond all 
others under prejudice with them, decried not 
. onely as a crabbed, but xngentile ftudie, . fa 
thac upon pain of Reproach, none are co know 
more of it, then may juit qualifie chem to de- 
ride it ; or read the Bible to any other purpoſe, 
then to enable them to blaſpheme God 1n his 
own ityle. 1f cheſe men may be faidar all co 
converſe with God, itisin the ſame manner, 
that the Phariſces did with our Saviour, wich 
the inſidious deſign of enrangling him in his 
talk, Matth. And ſure the more time is 
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thus ſpent the worſe, 
10, Proportionably to this they acquic 
themſelves of the orher parts of this Dutic , 
that Time which they ſhould beſtow either in 
preventing or curing their ſpiritual Maladies, 
H 4 
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they lay out wholly in-contrafting or increa» 
ſing chem. They have made a molt itriCt league 
with the Fleſh, and like faichful Confederates 
they omit no endeayor to ſtrengthen its Parcie, 
ro ſupply it with freſh forces, the experice of 
the whole day is managed wholly in order 
to that end. Thus that they may be ſureto 
keep their Luit high and vigorous; they give 
it a nouriſhing breakfaſt of Sloth in the morn- 
ing, a full meal of gluttony at noon, beſides 
multitudes of collations in obſcene Diſcourſe 
and Fancics, all tbe day : and with theſe Aux- 
ilarics, it neednot doubt to maintain the Field 
againſt poor macerated Chaſticie. So again, 
leſt Sobrietie ſhould happen co ſurpriſe them, 
and gain but the honour of one Day, how vigi- 
Jant are they togive it the firſt aſſault? Scarce 
a daythat they draw not up in Batalia againſt 
it and ſeldom miſs giving it a total Rout , and 
if Sleep like a Milt beiriend ir to ſteal upon 
them inthe morning again, yet that lirtle Suc- 
ceſs is bur a preparation to a more ſignal Des» 
feat in the afternoon, which is with many, a 
time allotted wholly co theſe skirmiſhes , per- 
haps the chaſe followed all night, nay, pur- 
ſued fo far by ſome, till an habicual Sortiſhneſs 
fave them the labour of theſe Quotidian Com- 
bars. Nor is their Pride ſo affronted, as to be 
forgot inthe diltribution of their Time, a good 
ſcantling of it is cut our to its uſe; ſome in 
contriving and deſigning their Cloaths, and 
ſome in putting them on, ſome in admiring 
| | them- 
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themſelves, and ſome in projecting to be ad. 
mired by others , ſome in hearing flacceties, 
and more in refleting and ruminating upon 
them, 

11. As for thoſe broken parcels of Time, 
which are not thus devoted to thele or ſome 
other ſer and ſolemn Senlualicies, they are 
gleaned up by Sports and unſigniiicant 
paſtimes : nay, even ſome who abſtain from 
the former, do yet fo wholly abandon them- 
ſelvesto the latter, that cheir hives become ut- 
terly unprofitable. Under this number I have 
no intentionto include all who allow them. 
ſelves Recreations; I know ſome divertiſement 
is ſo neceſſary both tothe Body and Mind of 
a man, that if it keep within moderate bounds, 
it is bur a juſt debt co himſelf, and cannot fall 
under any ill character : bur that which isre- 
prehenſible in this matcer, is the exceſs and 
inordinacie of it, the making that a buſineſs, 
which ſhould be but a diverſion. And this we 
ſee too uſual with many, who abſurdly ſtretch 
thispriviledge of their Genr4/;r5e, even rill it 
break , purſue their ſports of Hawking and 
Hunting, &c. ſo vehemently and aſſiduouſly, 
that ere they are aware, they adopt theſe their 
Callings, never conſidering that a Faulconer 
or Huntſman is indeed as mean a Vocation, as 
thoſe they moſt deſpiſe. But whatever other 
paſtimes of chis nature any man ſuffers to uſurp 
his rime, he does in it extreamly reproach 
himfelf, cacicely confeſſes, tha he is unfic for 
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generous and manly imployments, and calls 
himfelt Chid, while he chus crifles aud plays 
away his dayes, 

12. 1 know not whether I may rank the 
greac and deep Gameſters in this tile; for 
though the nacure of their imployment belong 
to 1t, yettherc are ſuch conſiderable ruinous 
effects of it, as ſcem to place it in the number 
of more ſerious IIls. And indeed, though 
Cuſtom hath called it Play,yec the many anx1- 
ous fears and uneafie Commotions which uſyal- 
ly attend ic, eyince the great impropriety of 
the Title, ard would more reaſonably haye 
given it a name of the dire contrary import- 
ance. But as feigned names are commonly an 
art of concealing perſons, ſo thus Trade aſ- 
ſumes the ityle ot Divertiſement,indeed to dil- 
guife its true original, which undoubtedly is 
Covetoulneſs. For what imaginable cauſe can 
there be afligned, beſides the deſire of Win; 
ning, that ſhould make men yen: ure what they 
are ſo unwilling to loſe? Ir is certain, he 
that plays for a Peece, has as much of the di- 
vertive part,as he that ſtakes a thouſand : and 
were that all were deſigned, men need nor, 
and certainly would not ſo profuſely over- 
buy what offers it ſelf at ſo much a cheaper 
rate. '] know this is a motive men think too 
ſordid to own, but would God they would 
once learn (in this becter _ to revere 
themſelves as well asothers, and deſpiſe to be 
prevailed on by what they are aſhamed to 
avow, 
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ayow. But the event ordinarily ſpeaks it as 
+ great a Folly, as Meannels, of which there 
are too many lad iniiances in the ſhipwracke 
Fortunes ot cheie Adventurers. Ard indeed 
there 1s nothing wo.;dertul in 1:, bur that men 
will be ſv mad as to run the hazard. For that 
being ſuppoled, it is not at all {trarge to ſee 
them {ink under it. For a man has here co deal 
not wich Chance alone (which yer were but a 
tickle bottom to imbark in)but with tuch com- 
dinations of Deceit, that even good t ortune 
it ſelf will not ſecure him : ſo thac he that has 
not learnt ro Plough with the ſame Heifer, is 
like ro make but fad Husbandrie of it, And 
even thoſe that haye, it chey happen to ger 
ſome few good Crops, yet they quite wear out 
the foil with them, forteic thac Reputation 
with all conſidering men, which ſhould ler 
them in to farther opportunities, and leaye 
hemſelves to live not ſo muchupon their own 
Wits.as other mers Follies. Iris crue indeed, 
that hath in theie lacter days proved a prettie 
large Common to graze on, and ſome have 
ſeemed to thrive well upon it , but generally 
ſuch Cattle meer at lalt with a pinching Win- 
ter, which leaves them as bare and meagre, as 
ever. In ſhort, Cheatirg has uſually a reflex- 
ed efficacie, and deceives none more then 
thoſe that ule it : yetſuch a ſtroak hath ic now 
got in Gaming, that in moſt Companies it 
leaves men onely this miſerable choice, Whe- 
ther they will be aRive or paſſive in it, Which 
| | methinks 
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methinks ſhould be enough to awake men, as 
immoderate Tyrannies ule to do, to vindicate 
their Liberties, and reduce Gaming from this 
exorbicancie toits Primitiye uſe, make it ceaſe 
to be a Trade, and become a Recreation ; and 
thac roo bounded within ſuch juſt limits, that 
it may not incroach on thoſe hours which 
ſhould be deſtined ro greater concernments. 
But as it is between this and the reſt, either 
Impertinencies or Vices, all their time is fo 
pre-ingaged and fore-{lalled, that their moſt 
imporcant intereſt is left forlorn and negle&- 
ed, they have as little leifure as will to conſi- 
der the poor Soul, or ſcarce to remember that 
they carry any ſuch trifle abourrhem, 

1 3. And now they that thus forget God and 
themſelves, no wonder if they afford little con- 
ſideration to their brethren, They will not 
be gniltie of ſuch an Jndecorgm, or deny the 
Body of (in its exact ſymmetrie, by making this 
part unproportionableto the reſt : and there- 
fore they either allow no part of thery time to 
others,ordo it to ſuch inverted perverſe purpo- 
ſes, as makes the payment worſe then robberie. 
Thus many beſtow YVifrson others,nor out of 
any purpoſe of kindneſs, bur either to trifle 
away their own time, or to make obſeryations, 
what they ean- ſpy ridiculous to entertain 
their laughter. A myſterie the London-yiſitants 
are generally well read in, who have put this 
buſineſs long ſince into a ſerled courſe , ſo that 
the diſcoveries of one Viſit ſers them in a _ 
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of defaming, backbicing diſcourſe tor the next, 
and ſo ſucceſſively ad infinityw. $0 again, 
many who call themſelves Genzlemen, much 
tothe reproach of that title, if they can tind 
ouc a young Heir of much wealth and liccle 
prudence, how officious, how diligent are 
they in.attending him ? watching him as glad- 
lyasa Vulture does the fall of a Carkafs, till 
they find an advantage to rook him ar Play, 
entangle him in Suretiſhip, or perhaps betray 
him ro ſome mean and unequal Match. So if 
they hear but of a beantifa! Woman, what 
contrivances, what deſigns do they lay, firſt 
to ſee, and then to corrupt her, make it a 
buſineſs to themſelves, as well as a trade to 
their agents and factors, to ſpring ſuch game ? 
And upon ſuch occaſions as theſe can liberally 
facrifice their Time, of which when any Cha- 
ritable office would borrow from them bur 
ſome few minutes, they are then ſuch buſie 
perſons, they can by no means afford ic. A 
Nabals blunt and charlsſh refuſal, or at beſt 
a Felix*s put-off to « convenient ſeaſon, arethe 
uſual returns to ſuch motions. But to antici- 
pate the Propoſal, to A in queſt of ſuch Op- 
portunities, looks with them bke a piece of 
Knight-errantry, bas ſo little of their pratice, 
that it ſcarce eſcapes their ſcorn. 

14. And now what a heavy Bill of Indi&- 
nent is like one day to be brought io againſt 
them, when God,their Souls, and their Neigh- 
bours ſhall all joyn in the Charge ! Oh char 
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they would ſeaſonably conſider how ladly ob. 


noxious they are to it, and that condemnation 
which will inevitably followit; thart ſo they 
may, according to Chriſts counſel, Mar.5.25, 
agree with theſe adverſaries while they are in 
the way, and by yielding to each of them for 
the future a jult portion of their Time, com- 
pound the buſineſs, ſtop the Proceſs againſt 
them. That they would remember, thart of all 
their prodigalities, this of their Time is the 
molt deſperate, ſuch as is molt impoſlible to 
redeem, and yet that wherein they are of all 
others the deeplieſt concerned. And this they 
would certainly be convinced of, if their Aerie 
fancies could but ſo condenſe into Earth, as 
to bring them into any acquaintance with 
their Beds of dult, give them ſome foretaſte 
oftheir Dying terrors: for let them but ſadly 
think what chey would then give for ſome few 
ofchoſe Days they now itudy to fling away, 
and they c:nnot chooſe bur inter the neceſlicy 
of being better Husbands, We read in Scri» 
pture of the Demoniacks dwelling among the 
Tombs: but the Devil has ſure changed chat 
habiration , for thoſe whom he now poſleſles 
he permits not to converſe art all there, as 
knowing it is the propereſt preparative to his 
diſpoſſeſſion. And doubtleſs it would be the 
moſt powerful Exorci/m, as of all others, (0 
of this Evil ſpirit (this tileching Devil, that 
thus ſteals from men their precious hours) 
often to deſcend into the Vault or Charnel- 
| | Fe houſe, 
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houſe, and by ſerious conlideration how ſhort 
their Time 1s, to intorce upon themſelyes a 
care of redeeming 1t, 

15. Nor need they fear, that to redeers 
their T ime, they mult ſell cheir Pleaſures, give 
up themſelves to a joyleſs itate of life, tor 
though it is true they mult reſign their coun. 
terfeir, they ſhall have real Delights in ex- 
change; they mult parc wich their Glaſs, bur 
ſhall have Gold inſtead of it. And as none 
but a rude /:4;a» will repine at that bargain 
in the Literal, ſo none but a ruder Chriltian 
can diſlike it in the Moral ſenſe. For inthe 
firlt place, he that imploys his :ime in conver- 
fing with God, is not onely more honourably 
and more profitably, Þutalſo more pleaſantly 
buſied then he can poſſibly be any other way, 
Weall ſay, That Ged z5 the centre of Filicuy : 
but he gives himſelf the lie, chat docs nor 
withal confeſs, chat the cloſer acquaintance we 
have with him, the nearer approach we make 
to happineſs. For who ever believed the Sun 
tobe the Fountain of hear, and yer feared ro 
ſreez by drawing near its Rays? Indeed none 
but the down-right Atheilt can with any toler- 
able Logick, diſpute the pleaſantneſs of this 
Duty. Forcanany whoſe Faith has fer up a 
God, ſuffer their fancies to dreſs him like a 
Fiend ? put on him ſuch unlovely ſhapes, as 
may beget averſion, deter them from ap- 
proaching to him ? Can they call hima Deity, 
bwhom they will not attribute ſo much as 
IM | they 
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they will to every ingenuous man, the honour 
of being good Company? This is to be nor 
onely prophane, bur abſurd. And if there be 
any of ſo ſhort Diſcourſe, 1 ſuppoſe him un- 
capable of convition by Argument : the com- 
mon Proverb hath aſſigned him his Teacher, 
viz. Experience. Let him by frequent, yer re- 
verent Addreſſes to God, grow into ſome fa- 
miliarity with him, bring himſelf within dis 
ſtance of receiving his retreſhing Influences, 
and then he will diſcover how very unkind he 
hath beento himſelf in thus long holding off. 
In humane Converſations we uſe not to find 
the guſt and relliſh of them, ill we arrive.to 
ſome degree of freedome : they that converſe 
as ſtrangers, are under con(traints and uneahi. 
neſs. And certainly the main cauſe of that dif- 
guſt men have co this Spiritual entercourſe, is 
their unaccuſtomedneſs to it. They addreſs to 
God perfeRly as ſtrangers, now and then pay 
him a ſlight Viſit, as it were by way of for- 
mality and complement , and then no wonder 
if it be neither ſatisfaRtory to God nor them» 
ſelves. But then *cis ſure great injuſtice to 
defamethart as unpleaſant, which becomes ſo 
onely by their own ill managery , to ſay there 
is no water in the Well, only becauſe they neg- 
le ro provide a Bucket for the drawing of it 

up, 
16+ In the next place 'tis ſure, their Sowls 
mean them no malice, in exaing part of their 
T+wwe. For firſt, what they beſtow in _—_—_ 
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and exalting their Vnderftandings, does not. 

only bring thein in valt advantages in the end, 

bur affords them alſo very fair accommodati- 

ons by the way. Learning yields ſuch variety 


of agreeable entertainments, that like the 
Manna in the wilderneſs it adapts it ſelf to 


| every mans talte, he that likes not one ſort 


may fic himſelf with another ; and ſure he 
mult have a ſtrangely vitiaced palate, to whom 
none of them will relliſh, 1 can ſcarce think 
Nature has produced any thing fo diſtemper'd, 
but men cake up general and implicite preju- 
dices, and will look on Books in no other no= 
tion buc as Taskmalters, whereas if they would 
burconſider them as Companions, they could 
not miſs of one kind or other,to find a pleaſant 
converſation among them. 

17. Asfor that portion ofcheir 7ime which 
is ſpent in attendance on the yer more ſpiritual 
part ofthem, *cis rather a gift then a robbery, 
to help them to ſuch a way of expence. Inge- 
nuous men think it a prize when they meer 
an opportunity to reſcue from the —_ of 
time any thing that carries the ſtamp of an- 
cient worth and Nobility. Bur this is a piece 
of the greateſt Antiquity, of che nobleſt, yea 
Givinelt Impreſs. How can mens hours be bet- 
ter laid our,then in — it co its primitive 
laſtre, in wiping off that ſoil wherewith the 
ſteam of boiling paſſions hath obſcur'd it, and 
by disburdening it of thoſe loads of noxious 
kumors under whichic labours, like good Phy- 
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ſicians recover it from a languiſhing, infirm, 
toa vigorous athletique habit ? And ſure the 
ſatisfaction of this mult far exceed all other 
entertainments, Indeed that which is uſually 
taken up inſtead of it, can with no juſtice 
pretend to any tolerable complacency. No 
man envies his telicity,but contemns his ſordid 
and abject ſpirit, that picks out the baſeſt and 
unworthielt company : And ſhall it here paſs 
for pleaſure to conſort only with the plebeian 
part of himſelf, thoſe ſenſual Appetites, which 
are the Common people of this Little world, 
to ſpend all his time in Treating and Careſling 
of theſe, and in the interim let the Soul, which 
is of ſo noble an extraRtion, ſo excellent en- 
dowments, itand by negleRed, nay be trodden 
rodeath in the croud of this vulgar rabble ? 
Certainly thisis a Tragedy, that no man could 
ſee upon the Stage without indignation : yet 
God knows, this is it men daily a over with 
applauſe ro themſelves. Would God they 
would once ſhift the Scene, and let the opprelt 
Soul hayeirs ſeaſon of triumphing : doubtleſs 
they would find it more pleaſant to ſhare in 
its Conquelts then in its ruine, We readin- 
deed of ſome Nations that haye by the rites 
of a barbarous religion been forced to make 
Humane ſacrifices : yet we find not that they 
had fo ſlaughtered Humanity it ſelf,as to make 
it matrer of delight. And has our Civyility ſo 
far outdone their Barbariſm, that it ſhall be 


pleaſure cody that in ſpight of —— 
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which they did in obedience to theirs? To | 


burcher the Man within us, and leave nothing 
bur our outward Form and inward Guile to 
difference us from Beal's? He that diſclaims 
this, mult neceſſarily contels che pleaſure lies 
on the other ſide, in reſcuing the Spirit from 
the uſurpations, yea tyranny of the Fleſh , 
and conſequently, that the Time he thus .be- 
ſlows is not loſt, but improved to his own 
greateſt preſent, as well as future advanta« 


es, 
13. Thelike may (in the laſt place ) be ſaid 


of that part of it which is laid out to the bene- 
fit of others, which is that which brings us to 
taſte the moſt delicious of humane delights : 
the pleaſure of Obliging being of all choſe 
the moit raviſhing and cranſportung, And for 
this we need not the verdict of Chriſtianity : 
the Philoſopher atrelts ir as well as the Divine. 
Nay it is ſo received a truth, that ſcarce any 
man will ayow ſo much ill nature as to refit 
it in diſcourſe, how much ſocver his practice 
diſowns it. Indeed this is a pleaſure of fo 
exalted, ſo quinteſſential a kind, that whag 
Herod; auditors ſaid in flattery of his Oration, 
we may ſay in truth of this, Tis the delight 
rather of « God then a man, That Soveraign 
Being, though he were eternally happy in 
himſelf, yet as if he had wanted of his com- 
plete felicicy, whillt he enjoy'd it alone, was 


ſed rather to create, then want objects of 


himſelf 


bis goodneſs. And a pleaſure to which God 
*Y I 2 


FE Advantage of Time, 5 


OD O— —— — 


NN CE 


116 Trrt CenTLEMAN'S CaLLixG, 


himſelf has given ſuch an atteltation,as to make 
a Worldin order toit, ſure cannot, without 
the moſt impious contradiction ot his choice, 
be deſpiſed by man. And certainly *cis none 
of the leaſt of thoſe benefits he hath vouch- 
ſafedour nature, that he hath given us a capa- 
city of it, by affording us thoſe powers by 
which we may advantage and oblige one ano- 
ther, ſo pointing us out a courſe, whereby 
we may not only innocently, bur ſuccesfully 
entertain Zuacifers deſign, of being like the 
woſt High. It really makes Men what the 
Heathens vainly fancied their Heroes, even 
Demi-gods. O that thoſe who think it Noble 
eo be aſpiring, would thus yerifie the opinion, 
by terminating all their wiſhes and endeayours 
inthis one Generous Ambition ! and then 'tis 
ſure they would not need to be told the 
happineſs of this ſo Deifying an imploy- 
ment. 


—— 9 O£@ a as a oc ca a = 


t 


—_—— — - - 


Sea VIL 


Of the fourth Advantage, that 
of hu eA mthortty. 


1. N the fourth place we are to conſider 
the Gentlemans adyantage, in reſpect of 
his A=thvrity over thoſe that relate to, 

or depend on him, And this, if rightly ma+ 

naged, is of excellent uſe, though as capable 
of being perverted, as any of the former. He 
who has ſecular ties upon men, may often, 
by tnoſe cords which bind their worldly in- 
tereſt, draw them to a conſideration of their 
ſpiritual. A Texant who thinks his livelyhood 
concerned in the good Will of his Landlord, 

a Penſtoner whoſe ſubſiſtence reits upon the 

bounty of his Patron, will ſtrive ro model 

themlelyes to ſuch a form, as may belt ſuir 
the inclinations of the perſon they defire to 
endear : they are uſually Wax to him,thatare 

Flint to others. But then, as variety of Seals 

make differing impreſſions, ſo this flexibleneſs 

of theirs may be either abuſed to ill, or im- 

proved to good : this Wax may receive the 

_ ofa Beaſt or an Angel. Ir is therefore 

the duty of thoſe who are poſleit of this ad- 

yantage, to uſe it to the impreſſing not of 
I 3 Vice, 
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Vice, but Vertue : to contrive how they may 
moit eff:Rually diſcountenance the one, and 
encourage the other. And this they may doubt- 
teſs have frequent opportunities 61 towards 
either of thoſe relations forementioned, 

2, But to none ſooften as to their Dome» 
flicks and Menial ſervants. Thele are always 
ſo much in cheir road, that chey ſeem to be 
marked out by God as their moſt peculiar 
Province, Every Malter has ſo much of the 
Prophet, that he 1s ſet as a Watchman, Exc. 
3. 17. over his Family, and ought as jealoully 
to obſerve the approach of any Vice towards 
It, asa Centinel does that of an Enemy. *Tis 
a very pernicious error for men to think them- 
ſelves no otherways concerned 1n their Ser- 
yants, then they are in their Horſes or Oxen, 
to look upon them only as another ſpecies 
of Working-cattel, and fo they do their bu- 
lineſs, care not how arrant Brutes they be, 
W hereas they ſhould remember,that they with 
themſelves are Common-ſervants to the one 
Great Malter, and that the ſubordination of 
the one to the other is but the wiſe Occonomy 
ofcheir Lord, who has ( as in great Families 
we {cet uſual ) conſtituted the one as Stewards 
or Superviſors, to regulate the reſt : and then 
*{will appear a piece of enormous unfaithful- 
nels to nele& this charge. To avoid which 
= it will concern Gentlemen to have a 
edulous care over thoſe that are thus intruſted 
to them, to make ſtrict inſpections into the 
manner 
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Adwantage of Authority. 
manners of their ſeryants, and accordingly to 
apply inſtruRions, and admonrtions, reproots, 
or incouragements, And that they may not 
tranſcribe Pharaohs T yranny of exatting brick 
without ſtraw, require the ſuperitruture of 
Chriſtian lives where there wants the neceſſa. 
ry foundation of Chriſtian knowledge, they 
muſt provide that none under their charge be 
deſticute of the means of laying thac ground. 
work, of knowing fo much ot Religion as may 
bring them into an acquaintance with their 
dury. Butto give lite to all thete endeavours 
tis indiſpenſably neceſſary tor them to avow 
ſuch a Love to piety and yertue, and ſuch a 
Deteſtation ofthe contrary,that their ſervants 
may ſee that there is but one way of approving 
themſelyes both to their earthly and heavenly 
Maſter. 

3. Ifitbe here ObjeRed, That it is but a 
counterfeit yertue, which drives it ſelf from 
thecare of pleaſing men, and fo that this is 
bur to reach them to convert prophaneneſs to 
hypocriſie : I mult yield ſo tar as to confeſs, 
that where that continues the final motive, 
it will never ayailany man. But as God often 
uſes temporal and outward occurrencies, to 
produce inward and ſpiritual effeRts, ſo it may 
here happen, that thoſe whole firlt approach- 
es to Goodneſs were mercenary, and out of 
compliance to others, may by coming with= 
In view of it diſcern it ſo amiable, char they 
may after love it for its ſelf, And indeed con- 
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fidering the rude ignorance uſual among the 


yulgar, *cis ſcarce imaginable they ſhould im- 
brace it upon the bare itrength of ſpecylation, 
and theretore muli be allowed ſecular invita- 
tions as baits to ailure them. As for thaſe that 
never adyance higher then the mere Form of 
Goalineſs, what weight ſoever it may add to 
their own doom, yet perhaps that may jultly 
be accounted lels miſchievous to the world, 
then the contrary extreme; Hypocriſie being 
a fin that cannot well ſetup for Proſelytes, be+ 
cauſe it never-owns it ſelf of a dittin& party 
from true Piety. And *cisnot impoſſible, chat 
the example of a feigned Chriſtian, may teach 
others to ſurmount their copy, and be that in 
ſincerity, which he is but in appearance: where- 
as open Vice pretends to no ſuch poſſibility, 
breachs nothing but contagion, and like a pelt 
infefts communities. Wehaye therefore rea- 
ſon to conclude, that if this care were gene- 
rally taken, *twere a ſervice not only to God, 
butthe Common-wealth, which has not more 
unprofitable, nay noxious burdens lying on 
her from any rank of men, then from lewd and 
idle Servants; who uſing their places only as 
a ſhelter for their floth and licentiouſneſ, 
when that Goxrd withers, know not whither 
to retire, but uſually either live Beggars, or 
dic Thieves : whereas if Gentlemens families 
were ſoordered, as to become Seminaries of 
Induſtry and Sobriety, the number of them 
15 ſo great, that they might be able to fend 
ouc 
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out many Colonies of uſeful and civil per- 
ſons, 
4. There is alſo another ſort of Relative,yiz, 
a Friend: over whom though they have nor 
that Authority, which ſpricgs from clus ſer- 
vile ſtock of hopes and fears, yet they have 
oneof a much more noble deſcent, and more 
vigorous efficacy. Friendſhip has a key io 
the heart, which it may uſe nor only to let ic 
ſelf into its ſecrets, buc alſo to introduce its 
own conceptions,fentiments, and inclinations ; 
it ſo mixes with the mind, that it may inlenſibly 
convey into 1t any /de4. Now to ule this inti- 
macy to the bringing in any thing baſe and 
unworthy, 1s the vileit treachery, ſuch as is 
buc imperfectly repreſented by the treaſon of 
him, who requites his friends hoſpitality, by 
bringing in Thieves or Murderers upon him. 
A guilt fo vehemently to be abhorred, that 
none 1s to think himſelf at a tufficient and jult 
diltance from it, bur he that induſtriouſly 
purſues the dire& contrary , he therefore that 
hath a Friexd,ought ftudiouſlyto contrive how 
he may moſt promote his advantages, and 
thoſe not only his outward and fecu/ar. bur 
alſo ( yea principally ) his inward ar 1priu- 
al, This is the only tenſe where'n 'cis 1aw- 
fulto have deſigns upon him, and «« © is he * 
not only licenſed, but obliged ro h#- fo, 
He mult here uſe all friendly ſtraragen - to 
recommend and endear vertue to him, n- 4c 
his kindneſs the Vehicle, wherein the m« e 
| => grateful. y 
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gratefully to adminiſter whatever is moſt 
wholſome, even reproots, when they appear 
ſo ; and yet by taking his own turn in being 
the Patient, evince, that *tis no aſſuming hu- 
mor,that creates him a Phyſician. If friendſhips 
werethus managed, it would be indeed a moit 
ſacred relation, ſuch as wouid be above the 
violations of choſe petty trivial diltaites, which 
now adays diſſolve them. Hearts that are 
ryed together with thele conlecrated bands, 
are like Man and Wife joyned together inle- 
parably by God,and much tor the ſame end of 
propagation; only herein as far ſuperior to 
their pattern, as the mind 1s to the body, the 
divine excellencies of a Saint to the natural 
compoſition ofa man, We may reaſonably 
believe theywere Friendſhips of this making, 
that firlt brought that name into ſo much ve- 
neration, and were they again reduced to this, 
no Excomiums could be roo laviſh for them. 
Such a reducement were a work well worthy 
the ſpirit and ingenuity of Gent/emen : who 
lince they generally profeſs much reverence to 
the word, 'tis pity they ſhould caſt away their 
adorations on an empty ſhrine. The Heathens 
had Incantations to recal their diſpleaſed Dei- 
ries into their forſaken Imapes. 1 wiſh they 
would alſo try ſome holy magick to bring 
back ſomewhat ofthe primitive divine ſpirit, 
to animate this now liyeleſs trunk : that they 
who jultly think it an wxgenti/e reproachful 
thing, not to have ſome body whom they call 
Friend, 
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Friend, may think it much more fo, not to 
pay all the real kindneſs due co that appellati- 
on. 

5. Having thus far given an account what 
are the proper and jult imployments of this 
Authority over their ſeveral K&«c/arions, our 
method now requires usto reflect a little on 
their Prattice, and that in the moſt we ſhall 
find as far (werying from the rule in this par- 
ticular, as any of the former. $0 far,alas! are 
Gentlemen from making their Power inſtru» 
mental to the infuſing good, that there is no- 
thing more ordinary then to ſee them diſpoſe 
it tothe diretcontrary, The ſcornand con- 
tempt they publickly calt upon all piety and 
vertue, teaches their Dependen:s how dead a 
trade that is like to prove to them. Ard then 
"tis very improbable that Godline!s ſhall with 
them caſt the ſcales againſt Gain, He that aims 
to get an Exhibition, or any thing proportion» 
able,will ſoon diſcern his way lies in a quite op- 
poſite road, He muſt find out what Vice of the 
Gentleman he may be moſt ſerviceable to. 
Sometimes he mult purvey tor his Luſt, ſome- 
times for his Intemperance, and even when he 
has cloyed thoſe groſſer appetites, yet his 
Pride will always remain inſatiable. He 
muſt ſti} provide air for that Camelicn, lay 
out his whole breath in flatteries ( a more 
helliſh wind then any the Laplanaers (ell, )* Tis 
this enſhrining his Dia» which is the craft by 
which he expects bis w+a/ch : and theretore 
| | whatever 
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whatever other office he execute by tarts, a 
Paraſite is to be his conſtant trade. 

6. In like manner their Servants are diſci- 
plined to be the Miniſters of their Luxuries,and 
not only co ſerve but tranſcribe them. The 
Maiter's Vices ſeldom miſs to be taken up by 
the whole Houſe, as 1t they were to be the 
Cogniſances and Ladges to witneſs to whom 
they retained. And chough for this they might 
yery well cruit to the efficacy of their bare Ex- 
ample, yer as if they could neyer be ſecure 
enough of corrupting their Families, they too 
often add to it Precepts and Rules of Inſtitu- 
tion, Thus it 1s one of the Fundamental Laws 
of their Hoſpitality, That wo Stranger be ſent 
Sober away. So that their Houſes may well paſs 
for inchanted Caſtles, no Man ſcarce that 
come into them, being able to guide himſelf 
out, They keep, as it were, ſolemn 7«f and 
T urnements of Debauchery, to challenge all 
comers,” and have yariety of Champions to 
deal with Combatants of all ranks, In ſhorr, 
Gentlemens Families are become ſuch perfect 
Academies of Licentiouſneſs, that the moſt 
innocent Puny will there in a very ſhort time 
become proficient. And this God knows is the 
ordinary improvement they make of their 
Authority ; as if they affected to outbid the 
tyranny of the T»rk, in ſending a Halter to 
his Vaſſals, and making thein their own Ex& 
cutioners; or thought it a diſparagement to 
their Qualities, to go to Hell without an ho- 
nourable Retinue. © 7As 
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7. As for the other fort of power, that 
which they have over their Friends and inti- 
mates, *cis not diſcernible that they manage 
that better. Whoalmoſt is there, that ſeems 
at all co adyert to the Eſſential part of Friend- 
{hip ? What a Rarity,l had almoſt ſaid a pro- 
digy is it, to find (even amongſt thoſe that 
profeſs the greateſt dearneſs) any that hath 
either the Courage to give, or the Humility to 
receive an Admor.ition ? But in ſtead of thoſe 
wonnds of a Friend, Prov.27. 6, there is no- 
thing more common among them, then the 
kiſſes of an Enemy, ſuch mucual ſoothing in ill, 
as renders it invecerate and incurable, and 
_— to Amaſa, 2 Sam. 20, 10, ſheds out 
the bowels, when it pretends to ks/s. Nay, as 
if ir were not ſufficient for them to nouriſh 
thoſe Vices they tind already planted, they 
ſow new Seeds, communicate their perſonal 
ones to each other, as if the community of 
Friendſhip obliged them mutually co diffuſe 
their poiſons. Were many of the cloſeſt in- 
timacies now adays ranſacked to the bottom, 
itisto be feared this would be found the baſis 
and ground-work of them. Hethat bath ad- 
yanced above the beaten road, arrived to the 
moreelavated myſterious parts of wickedneſs, 


( The depthsof Satan,as they ſpeak, ,Rev.2.24.) 
would loſe much ofthe guli, if he ſhould noc 
get ſome Confident,to whom at once to boaſt, 
and propagate his Proficiency, Thus fſacri- 
legioully is this venerable relation of rs 
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ſhip prophaned, by being proſtituted to the 
vileltand molt deteſtable purpoſes, and by 
this accurſed abuſe ſuffers the ſaddelt Aera- 
morphoſis, becomes only a Confederacy in 
ſin, a Combination and League againſt what 
they account che common Enemies, God and 
Vircue, 

8. Theſe are ſuch wretched peryerfions of 
their power, that one would gueſs it were 
ſome great and very conſiderable weight of 
preſent Intereſt, that ſhould thus byaſs and 
diltort them. But when that is examined, 
"Twill be found to lie wholly on the other ſide. 
The former Section gave us occaſion to diſcern 
how tranſporting a delight it is, to be the In- 
ſtruments of any good to others. But as there 
is no good can bear proportion with that 
which is done to the Soul, ſo certainly to be 
an Apent inthat, muſt far tranſcend the plea- 
ſure of all other Benefations. He that ſo dif- 
penſes his Bounty, as to engage Men -to Ver- 
rue by ir, is indeed the magnificent. Perſon, 
Outvies the moſt profuſe Donations of the 
greateſt Potentates. They can give but ſome 
lictle parcels of Earth, he gives Heaven, and 
like a mighty Monarch hath Kings todo him 
homage. So he that by well ordering his Fa- 
mily, makes his Servants to be God's, does 
not only oblige the Common-wealth, but is as 
It were a Patriot even to Heaven it ſelf ; pro- 
videsit with Inhabitants, and helps to ſecure It 


from chac emptineſs and depopulation, _y 
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with the general wickednels ot men ſeem to 
threaten ic. And then in relation to ſuch his 
Servants, he is of all other Maſters the moſt 
bountiful and obliging : they provide perhaps 
ſome petty Annuities, he g1yes a ſtate of Iche- 
ritance, nay of Eternity, 

9. This is avalt Muniticence,yet that which 
the arrantelt Worldling can have no cemprati- 
on to grudge. A man may thus without a 
Riddle give much, yer part with nothing, nay, 
acquire that very thing to himſelf, which he 
diſpenſes to others. So that here is no place tor 
the uſual (though unjul? ) ObjeRion of impo- 
veriſhing ones ſelf, which is that alone which 
often deads the reliſh, - or divercs the atrempt 
ofother Liberalities, And therefore this ſort 
which is reſcued from chat one poflible allay 
mult certainly yield the moit vigorous and 
unmixt Pleaſure ; it being ſure, that Bounty 
has in it ſelf ſo much of agreement with Hu- 
mane Nature,as will inevitably produce Com- 
placence and Delight, where it 1s not fo inter- 
rupted or allayed. 

10. 1 might here add ex abandants, that 
there is likewiſe a ſecular Profic attending it. 
For if Gentlemen had their Dependents truly 
conſcientious, they would be of very much 
more uſe to them. They might employ them 
ſecurely, and need no other Spies upon them 
but their own Conſciences, *Iwould not then 
be, ſo many Seryants, ſo many Thieves and 
Harpies, but ſo many Factors and Traffickers 
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for the Maſters advantages, So that here 
again their own intereſt engages them to this 
Care : chough I confeſs *tis to be wiſhed, that 
the former more ingenuous Motive may be (0 
prevalent, as to ſuperſede all uſe of this , it be- 
ing very unreaſonable that God ſhould need 
Auxiliaries from Mammon. Yet as once the 
Iſraelites borrowed of the e/AEgyptians, 10 it 
may not be amiſs to make this Interiour conſi- 
derationa ſtep to the other more Noble : that 
even they who have yet no guſt of that more 
Heroick Pleaſure, may on the intuition of this 
Worldly advantage, endeavour to improve 
their Authoricy co the Spiritual good of all 
that belong to them. 

11, But from no part of this Performance 
may they reap ſo rich a ſatisfation, as from 
that which is exerciſed towards a Friend. For 
as their concernment is nearer in him, then in 
the former more diſtant Relations, ſo the 
Pleaſure of doing good to him, mult propor- 
tionably encreaſe; as that heatis moſt intenſe 
which 1s conveyed by the neareſt Reflexio». 
He who ſo maintains his Vital ſtation in tlic 
great Body,as to ſympathize with every Mem- 
berofic, mult yer neceſſarily have the moſt 
acute ſenſe of what befalls thoſe parts, to 
which he is moſt immediately conjoyned. But 
there is no ſtier Union upon Earth, then 
chat ofa Virtuous Friexdſsip ; and then what 
canbe more ſatisfactory, then to preſerve or 
ance the eokeh of (hot; whels Maher 
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himſelf 1s ſure to feel, toimproye and benefic 
that perſon, whois thus become a part of him ? 
Perſons of quality love to deck and imbelliſh 
the place where they inhabit, abhor to dwell 
inaStie or Dungeon : but Friends dwell in 
each other , and therefore cannot but be de. 
lighted in beautifying and adorning thoſe 
Mindes they have thus choſen to live in, in 
purging them from all toulneſs and pollutions, 
and rendring them as pure and immaculate, 
nay, as ſplendid and illuſtrious, as is poſſible. 
Certainly, there is nothing upon Earth more 
raviſhing, then a Friend/vzp thus entertained, 
Tis ſome Antic pation of Heaven, where thoſe 
lines of Love which ſtretch themſelves to every 
Part of the Circumference, do all meet in God 
as their Cencre. It 1s indeed that which ſur- 
mounts the poſſibilitie of an exact deſcription, 
and reſerves its full diſcoyerie to be the prize 
of Experience. Let ic be tried, and then [ 
doubt not, but he that hath made the Experi- 
ment, will readily attelt the pleaſure of thus 
imploying this part alſo of his Authority. 
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SecrT, VIII. 


Of the laſt «Advantage, that 
of Reputation, 


I, He laſt Advantage 1s that of Reps 
| tation and Eſteem; which is gene 


rally preſumed the due of Perſons - 


of Quality, unleſs where ſome per- 
+ ſonal unworchineſs hath cut off the Entail, and 
forfeited that right, And though theſe days 
have raught the Vulgar to detalk much of that 
reſpect hs Ages paid to Superiours 
of all ſorts, yet I cannot think the Levelling 
Principle has fo univerſally diffuſed it ſelf, as 
totally co raſe out all Impretlions of Reve- 
rence towards them: ſo that there {till remains 
ſomewhat of this Talent for them to negor1ate 
with. It will be their part ſo ro manage and 


diſpoſe it, as to bring in profit to their Lord, 


by making it alſo an Engine to draw mento 
piety and virtue. 

2, Thisthey may ſometime do by Comrſel; 
to the fucceſs whereof there 1s nothing more 
contributive then an cſteem of the Adyilſer, 
moſt men being rather apt to conſider who 
ſpeaks, then what is ſpoken. And therefore 
perſyns, whoſe Quality and Education have 
pre: 
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prepolſeit them with an opinion of cheir Wif- 
dom, have a great adyantage towards the 
working on them. And this it will befic them 
to make diligent uſe of, by icaſonable advices 
and exhortations to thoſe whom they ſhall 
diſcern thus prepared tor the entertaining of 
them, to take all prudent occaſions to re- 
commend Chriſtian Prattiſe to them, and by 
pulling off thoſe diſguiſes which the falſe mea- 
lures of the World have put upon Vice and 
Virtue, to repreſent them in their true and 
native ſhapes, the one the object of horrour 
and deteitation, the other of love and delight, 
*Tisthe want ot this diſcovery, that has given 
Impiety ſo free a range: it has drelt ic ſelf up 
in a counterfeit ſplendour, falſe Gems and 
Tinſel-gaudery , and in this glittering appea- 
rance it marches on triumphancly, rece1ves ac- 
clamations, yea and Obeitance too, nay com- 
mands not onely the knees(asevery proſperous 
Uſurper can do) but even the hearts of men, 
And will none have ſo much Charity, ſo much 
Zeal for publick Concern, as to uncloak this 
Impoſtour,and ſhew the dazled World what it 


' 18 it thus bows to? Perhaps this 1s lookt on 


onely as the buſineſs of Divines, bur certainly 
would Gentlemen allo fer ro it, they were like 
to prove the more proſperous undercakers, 
What comes onely out of the Puſpir paſtes for 
the fooliſhneſs of Preaching, 1 Cor. 1.21, or for 
the diſcourſes of thoſe whoſe Trade it 15 to 
inyeigh agrinſt ſin. All their Tr7»/#s being of 
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courſe, and expected, their Wards are as well 
known too, and wedayly fee Vice approve it 
ſelf an expert Fencer againſt them. But the 
endeavours of theſe would not be liable to \) 
thoſe prejudices: A Blow from them would | 
come (like the Revolt of a Confederate) with 
the advantage of a Surpriſe. And there is lictle 
doubt, but by friendly and familiar Confe- 
rences they might many times inſinuate that 
into mens brealts, which the more ſolemn and 
Authoritative Exhorcations of Miniſters often 
fail of. 

3. But Counſel will be of little efficacie, if 
it benot ſeconded by Example. They mult 
therefore look their Lives be ſuch, as may 
ſhew they believe chemſelves whilſt they go 
about to perſwade others. He that ſhall with 
never fo prelling Arguments dehort a man 
from that Sin, which himſelf at the next op- 
portunitie comm!ts, will never be ſuppoſed to 
have any real ill opinion of it, but rather fo 
paſſionate a love, that he is jealous any but 
himſelf ſhou'd have its embraces. And then 
ſurely ch1is will be ſo far from averting, that it 
will excire the appetite of the other to taſte of 
that which he ſees is thought ſo deſireable as 
to be Monopolized. 

4. Indeed there is nothing by which they 
have io univerſal a» influence, as their 
Example. Things that are ſet in ſome high 
and eminent place, do naturally attract mens 
eyes to them : ſo that eminency of condition 
where- 
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wherein Gentlemen are placed, renders their 
ations more obſeryable. They are like the 
City our Saviour ſpeaks of, ſet ox an hill, and 
have by that advantageous ſituation the means 
of making their /;zght ſhine further then 
other mens. And theretore it ought to be 
their conſtant care, by the bright luſtre of 
their exact and exemplarie Converſations, to 
inlighten the whole ſphere wherein they move. 
Would Gentlemen make this their united de. 
ſign, what a happy Conſtellation of auſpici- 
ous Stars would they prove, by whoſe benign 
AſpeR the lterilicy of Vulgar minds might be 
cured, and even thoſe Clods be infpirited 
and rendred capable of excellent producti- 
ons? 

5. For what can be more per/waſive to 
thoſe of the lower Ranks to embrace Vertue, 
then to ſee 1t made the election of choie whom 
they ſuppoſe to have molt j1dgment to dif- 
cern its value, & ſo fall not on it biindtold,and 
who have alſo all the contrarie pleatures of 
Sin within theirreach ; nay proltrate ac clicic 
feer, ſuing for entertainment, and ſoare not 
calt on it by impotence ? What a blur ard in- 
famie would it calt upon Vice, if it were once 
baniſhed out of Gentile companie? And how 
fair a ſtep would it be towards its excluſion 
out of all? We ſce what a natural aſpiring 
the lower ſort haye to approach to the con- 
dition of their Betters. And though that being 
now aimed onely at their Pomps & — 
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be no commendable temper, yet ſure it were 
much in the power of thoſe emulated perſons 
to make it ſo. For would they fo order the 
matter, that their Virtue ſhould out-ſhine all 
their outward ſplendors,that it ſhould become 
the character and dilii:.Rive note of a Gentle- 
man,to be eminently good, this were a way to 
conſecrate even Ambition it ſelf, by making ic 
an engine not to rack and torture men,as com- 
mon ambitions do, butto advance them to all 
vertuous indultry. 

6. He that deſired to ennoble his Family, 
would then begin at his Mind, caſt out thence 
all baſe and depgenerous Inclinations, and make 
himſelf a G:m:/eman without help of Heraldry, 
Thus haply might they deceive men into Piety, 
and make thoſe Emulations, whoſe firit riſe was 
meerly from earth,a ladder wherewith to ſcale 
Heaven, And bow noble, how excellent a 
charity i- this, and yet ofall others the cheap» 
eſt, ic having chat Provyerbial property of Cha- 
rity,To begin at home! The being good, 1s pri- 
marily a kindneſs rothemſelyves, and to others 
onely by way ot reſult, and propagation, and 
ealtie conſequence. How unchriſtan, unman* 
ly, yea unskilful coo will it then be, to deny 
this benefa&tion, which) has that very argument 
on its ſide, which 1s oppoſed to other kinds of 
L.iberalities? That fear of leſſening a mans ſelf 
which in thoſe contracts and ſhuts up the bow- 
els, is here in all reaſon to enlarge and dilate 
them : for in this caſe men cannot deny, with- 
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qut their own greateſt injury, and diminution, 
And lure "cwould jultly paſs tor a prodigie 
both ot malice and folly, tor one fo to avert 
the benefiting anocher, as co incur the greateſt 
damage to hiniſcli in avoiding it, 

7. Bur alas, it is not only Charity either tg 
others or themſelves, which exacts of them 
thus to promote Plecy among men. They have 
brought themſelves under anocher more con- 
ſtraintag obligation, | niean that of Z«ſtice,par- 
ticularly the juſtice of Reſtitution : tor *cis t00 
viible chey have been deeply acceſlary to its 
decay.So tar have they been from adviſing and 
exciung men to good,thart I fear their periwa- 
live faculties have generally been imployed 
toa quite diitant purpoſe. There are tew 
or none, that by their own pious endeavours 
do at all abate the need of the Prieſts ex» 
hortations ; bur many thac do evacuate cheir 
efficacy, by decrying it as che greacelt tolly, 
the moſt unmanly ſubmillion, to yieid them 
any conl{ideration. As tor their own C -uncels, 
they arcicoo ofren in carnelt, whart $olomon $ 
was by way of Irony, Eccl. 11, 9g. Walgin the 
Ways of thine heart and in the ſight of thine eyes, 
encouraging and a:umating men £0 all Sentu- 
ality. And it chey ditcernany begin to itartle ar 
the courſe, toentercain but a tuber thought of 
that diſmal end to which it leads, he is co be 
laugh out of that Hypocondriach fir, taught tO 
look upon it as a ſpice of phrentie. The loud 
noiſe of roaring Murth is reinforced to drown 
K 4 that 
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chat poor whiſper of Conſcience, and by the 
found as it were of thoſe Trumpets he is inci- 
ted to turn to his courſe, as the horſe r«/oeth 
into the bartel, Fer. 8.6. all arts of encourage- 
ment uſed to 1mbolden him to run fearleſly on 
to Damnation. This is their one known Recipe 
_——— for all pangs and gripes of Soul. And tic 
be not of every dayes practice, *cis not, that 
they have any better method of Cure, but 
ſuch arts of prevention, ſuch means ot tiupeta- 
Qion and obduration, that the diſeaſe ſeldom 
occurs among them, 

8. Nor do they omit to back and fortife 
this with proportionable Examples: which 
God knows are ſo many and ſo efficacious, 
that like a diſmal Cloud they overſpread our 
whole Horizon. They who are by God deſign- 
ed as lights to illuminate all about them, have 
been the inſtruments of introducing a more 
then Egyprian darkneſs, thereby,exemplifying 
that Aphoriſm of our Saviours, Afar. 6. 23. 
If the light that is inthee be darkneſs, how great 
is that darkneſs? 

9. Whata deluge of Prophaneneſs and Im- 
piety at this day overflows this poor Nation, 
is t00 viſible not onely by the diret, but the 
reflexed beams,thoſe ſad Judgments they have 
brought down upon it. And though there be 
roo many ſprings which feed this Ocean, yet 
there will ſcarce any be found to haye more li- 
berally contributed, then the open and ſcan- 
dalous viciouſneſs of the Gerry. They who 
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areplaced as Stars in our Firmament, if they 
dart nothing but malignant influences, what 
wonder is it, if an univerſal Peit enſue ? Tis 
they that have brought Vice into countenance, 
made it the mode and faſhion of the times, ſo 
that people dread the (ingularity of being in- 
nocent, and a man may with leſs peril of ſcorn 
appear in the moſt ſuperannuated dreſs, then 
own the Obſolere qualities of Meekneſs, Purity, 
Sobriety, &c. How great and fatal a ſnare this 
creaitableneſs of (in has proved, I fear there 
are too many thouſands of entangled Souls 
can witneſs. And on whom can they more pro- 
perly charge their ruine, thea on thoſe who 
have adyanced it to this repute in the world ? 
Mens natural pravity gives them propenſi 
more then enoughto ll; and therefore ic hath 
been the buſineſs of Laws both humane and 


| divine toputa bridle upon tho'e inclinations, 


by fear and ſhame to rellrain their inordina- 
cy : but this converts the bridle into a ſpur, 
when thoſe that ſhould Giſcountenance Vice, 
thus animate and encourage it. 

10. For what a Temptation is it to the vul- 
gar to run to all exceſs of Riot, when they 
ee their ſuperiors have beaten the path before 
them, and are themſelves immerſt in the molt 
brutiſh ſenſualities?\V hich of them will endure 
to be ſober, when Drunkenneſs ſhall be ac- 
counted ſo dignifying a quality, that it may 
make a Peaſant company for a Lord? When 
Gemlemen are Artheiltical, Clowns will _ 
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chemſelves very modeltly wicked, ,if they be be 
but prophane. And when they hear their 
Betters diſcharge loud Volleys of Oaths, they 
will ſoon tind they are as well qualihed for that 
part of greatneis as the belt. Their trongaes 
are as much thesr own, P/a. 12.4. and will be 
glad char by tuch an ealic unployment of them 
they can be Gentlemen ſo good cheap. 'Twere 
as endleſs a5 unneceſſary to enumerate the ſe. 
yeral ſorts ot intection, which the 11| examples 
of great men have diffuſed. *Tis roo obvious in 
the moraleffets to need any otter way of dil. 
coverie. Andlam ſure 1t ought to be matter 
ot the ſaddelt reflexion to all who are involved 
in that guilc , it being a moli direfull account, 
which they will one day have to make, who 
have been the Authors ot ſuch miſerable ya- 
Nations, turn'd Communitiesof Men,of Chri- 
{tians, into Herds of Bealts, nay into Legions 
of Devils. 

11. Every lin even of the privatelt obſcu. 
reſt perſon carries much of contempt and 
affront tothe Divine Majelty : butgreat mens 
vices are of a yet more piantly frame, they, 
proclaim folemn War with Heaven, levy 
forces, and draw in multitudes of abettors 
and confederates in their hoſtilines. And God 
knows this kind of Un-evangelical violence the 
kingdom of Heaven 419 ſuffers. Oh chat the 
Chiefcains and Leaders of thele unhappy 
tro0ps, would at laſt think fit te found a re- 
treat; that they would, in pity,if not xo them» 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, yet to their ſeduced tollowers, ceaſe 
thus deſperately to ruſh on upon the mouch of 
the Cannon,the Jaws of Hell!and nor onely fo, 
but that they would alſo endeavour to bring 
them into ſome terms of accord with that om- 
nipotent Enemy they have provoked , by their 
own penicent and reformed liyes teach them 
the poſtures of humility and ſubmiſſion, as 
they have formerly done that of defiance, This 
certainly is that to which common equity ob- 
liges them, reparation of injuries being con- 
felſedly an indiſpenſable parc of juſtice. And 
certainly there can no injury exceed, nay 
equal this of betraying men to eternal ruine : 
and conſequently nothing leſs then the urmoſt 
induſtry ro repair it can be any competent 
expiation. ,God grant all thoſe, whoſe guilc 
gives them'a peculiar title ro this admonition, 
may own their right co ic by a particular and 
ſerious application, ſuch as may tor the future 
engage them co the molt zealous endeayour of 
reforming not 'onely themſelves, buc others, 
for reſcuing their reputation from that touleit 
blot, of being an agent for Satan, and adyan- 
cing it to that highelt dignity of being ſervice- 
able to God. 

12. But there is little hope they will rightly 
conſider the uſe, who are ſo utterly miſtaken in 
the nature of crue reputation. A man of Hoxor 
ts now underſtood onely to be one that can 
ſtart and maintain a Qyarrel, that for every 
the trifliogeſt injury expects like Zemech, 
Gen. 
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Gen. 4.24.t0 be avenged ſeventy and ſeven fold, 
that deſpiſestheChriltian precepts ofMeekneſs, 
Long-ſuffering, and Forgivenels, as rudiments 
of cowardize and unmanly pulillanimity, and 
has no other meaſure of courage and pallan- 
try, but by an utter oppoſition to all thoſe, 
And whilſt repztarion is thus hung onely at the 


point of the (word, *cis a very tit inſtrument , 


to deſtroy bodies, butſure not to ſave Souls. 
We tinde dayly many occaſions to complain 
ofche Tyravny of Cuitom and Opinion, but 
ſcarce any where ſo much as in thoſe unjuſt 
and abſurd Laws they have impoſed in this 
matter: which were they conlideringly 
weighed would ſurely evince them ſuch con- 
remprtible Legiſlatours, as would be enough to 
dethrone and depoſe them from that uſurped 
Empire they now maintain in the world. 

13. Totake orely a ſhort and curſory view 
ofthem, we ſhall in the firſt place find chem to 
be horribly impious. For what can be more ſo, 
tin chus totear off thoſe ſignatures of Ho- 
nour, which God himſelf hath impreſt, and 
vilife thoſe whom he hath dignified ? God has 
pronounced that it 1s the diſcretion of a man 
that deferreth his anger, andit 1s his glory to paſs 
over 4 tranſprefſion, Prov. 19.11. Andagain, 
He that is flow to anger is b*tter then the mughty, 
and he that ruleth his ſpirit, then he that taketh 
a City, Prov. 16. 32. Butthis new notion of 
Honour proclaims the quite contrary; he paſſes 


for a Phlegmatick fool, whoſe blood boyles || 


not 
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not acthe firſt glimpſe of an Aﬀront;, and cis 
Gallantry to offer many Injuries, but 1gno- 

minious Tamenels to bear one. Ic has alwayes 

been the indiſputable prerogative of Kixgs to 

be the Fountains of Honour ,, what an impious 

daring 1s it then to diveſt him of that privi- 

ledge, by whom Kings reign? To cancel his 

{| Patents, and mark them out as the objects of 

ſcorn, to whom God gives ſo glorious a teſti- 

mony? Yer thusis it dayly done to the men, 

whom the King of Kings will honexr , theſe are 

all the Triumphs theſe Afordecay*s mult expe; 

an evidence how much worſe they are then 

Haman, that allot them. Certainly there can» 

not be an ac of greater defiance againſt the 

Divine Majeſty, then thus to reyerie his De. | 
| {crees. And upon this hoſtility and oppoſition 

againſt Heaven 1t is, that all the private Quar- 

| Jrels, and Combats on Earth are (as on their | | 
| {foundation) ſuperitruRed , ſo that to initiace 
, [aDuelliſt, his firſt Cha4enge mult be directd 

gain{t God himlelt. 

14. Nor are theſe falſe meaſures of Honour 
more oppoſite to Religion, then Prudence. 
The gloſles the Sword- men have put upon the 
one fundamental Law of Nor bearing an [n- | 
jury, have introduced ſuch a multicude of ri- | 
diculous Punctilio's, that the next Ape will 
be in danger of receiving the Fable of Don 
Buixot for Authentick Hiſtory. And I fee | 
hot with what juſtice this can laugh at them 
n him and his Squire Sancbo, and yet think | 
them | 
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them ſerious enough to govern men intheir 
molt real and weighty concernments. It would 
mdeed a(toniſh any ſober perſon to conſider, 
what Chimera «they are, to which men facri. 
fice all that ought to be dear to them. How 
many Dwels have been fought, how many men 
kill'd, (when neither of the Combatants were 
ſo implacable but that they could willingly 
have compounded the matter) onely becauſe 
they thought point of Honour exacted it, and 
the declaring it would be inglorious ? Certain- 
ly the Gallies is a ſlate of perfe& liberty, com- 
pared with this bondage. And were the Re- 
leaſe from thoſe neceſlarily to infer a ſubjecti. 
on to this, were thoſe Slaves obliged thus to 


become Gentlemen, 1thould ceaſe my wonder | 


why ſo many of them have deſpiſed a manu- 
miſſion. For thus to have a mans Eſtate, his 
Life, yea Soul too, at the mercy of Popular 
breath, (not onely co be lolt, but loſt by his 
own aR) is a ſlavery beyond all that the moſt 
abje& creature ever groaned under. And yet 
ſo prodigioutly abſurd is the World, as to cut 
this out for the Benjamin's portion, make it the 
eſpecial and peculiar priviledge of Gezrlemen. 


They are ſet upon a Theatre,and as the Gladia- 


tors of old muſt kill one another, onely to 
entertain Spectators, And who would not 
think Bed/am the only Seminary to breed men 
up for ſuch a Trade? Yet fo univerſal is this 
Lunacy, that one may ſuſpect the Inſtituti- 


on of chat Hoſpital is peryerted, that that 
incloſcs 
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incloſes onely the Sober perſons, whileſt the 
Frantick run looſe about the World. 

15. Butperhaps the more Malicious Dxe/- 
lers will think themielves exempc trom this 
number, becauſe *ris their own fatsfation 
which they defign init: their Enemies bloud 
will make fo delicious a Draught for their Re- 
yenge, that they gaſp after it, and think it a 
pleaſure well worthy their purſuic. Buc ſure 
theſe differ from the former, not as Wiſe men 
from Fools, but as a worſe Natured Fool trom 
abeccer. He that would juſtihe che rational- 
neſs of any Adventure, mult prove the Prize 
at leaſt ro equal the worth of chart he hazards 
for it, But who that conſiders he has a Soul, 
can ſeriouſly ſet it at ſo contemptible a rate ? 
or what-man in his wits, that belieyes a Hell, 
will ſay the pleaſure of a Revenge can counter- 
yail thoſe pains? Nay indeed, none can with 
any pretence put it in balance with the meer 
loſs of Lite. For he that is kill'd ( as every 
man may be that fights) can have no ſenſe of 
that pleaſure, and fo becomes uncapable of 
the compenſation, if that were able to make it. 
Nay 1 ſhall deſcend yet lower, and with ſome 
confidence affirm, that the uncafie conſequen- 
ces even of the Victory do quire oyerwhelm 
the ſatisfaction. For this ] dare refer my ſelf 
to any of thoſe who have had che unhappy 
Triumph of a Murderer, and doubt not that 
if they will ſpeak their experiences, they will 
tell us that the cry of their Adverſaries bloud 
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intheir Conſcience, Cid utterly extinguiſh the 
reliſh of ic in their Fancie. Or if they were 
perſons who were hardned againit all ſenſe of 
Divine vengeance, yet the fear of Humane was 
abundantly enough to defeat them of that 


pleaſure they expected : ſo impoſſible is it to | 


gather grapes of theſe thorns, to reap any con- 
rentment from ſo unchriſtian an Attempt, 
Their revenge is not compleated without 
Blood: and if they have it, it proves a Tor. 
rent to carry away that imaginarie Delight 
they projected from it. And then what colour 
of reaſon canany man bring, why he ſhould 
thus ſel bis ſoul for ought, and become a Pla- 
tomick to Damnation ? 

16. But Revenge has two ill-matcht qualr 
ties, Blindneſs and Impetuoſity; and fo all its 
darts, though they carry force and yenome 
enough to deſtroy all about them, yer by being 
ill aimed revert mortally on the breaſt whence 
they were ſhot. Certainly there is not in the 
world a more prodigious Infatuation,then that 
which rules in this Aﬀair. What can be more 
ſenſeleſs, then for me, when a man has done 
me an Injury, to think to wipe off that by ex- 
poſing my ſclfto more? When he has given 
me the Lye, to invite him to give me the Stab 
too? Did eyer any man attempt to make up 
a breach by widening it? To cloſe his wound 
dy tearing it further ? The Phyſicians indeed 
talk of a method of curing ſome Diſeaſes by 


Majoration : but ſure Injuries are not in the 
number 
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number of thoſe maladies, not capable of that 
way of remedy, The greater may, *cis pofli- 
ble, overwhelm, but not cure the leſs, as the 
more moderate Pains become inſenſible by the 
ſuperyeniency ofthe more acute, Yer I pre- 
ſume none would applaud his choice, that 
ſhould call for the Rack ro drown the pain of 
a Cur finger, which yet is no hyperbolical Ems 
bleme of this ſorc of Revenge. 

17. Bur beſides all this, our modern Gal- 
lantry is treacherous to it ſelf, contutes its 
own pretenſion, and whileſt it vainly aſſumes 
the Monopoly of Courape,'s indeed the mean- 
eſt Cowardiſe inche World. That by which 
weuſe to diſcriminate baſe fear from juſt cau+ 
tion,is the formidableneſs of the objett feared. 
No man is reproached for not ſtanding the 
inundation of the Sea ; but to quake at itzp= 
ping over a Gutter, would be a ridiculous ti- 
morouſneſs. *T would be neither wonder nor 
ſhame torun from the purſuit of a Lion , but 
to be chaſed by a birking Whelp, is the pro- 
perty of an Hare, not ota Man, And accords 
ing co this meaſure, what wretched Cowards 
are our greateſt Heftor;? For what can be 
more contemptible then thoſe unjuſt Scorns 
of men they ſo tremble at? Which if they 
were ſure to be univerſa), yet what real ill can 
they do a man,who does nor by his own fancy 
tend them an edge wherewich to wound him? 
Bur neither can this be che Caſe, till all both 
Chriſtianicy and Sobriery be quite worn - 
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ofthe world. For to a Chriſtian, "cis certain 
the irreligion of Fighting a Duel would be the 
molt infamous thing, and even to a ſober 
Heathen the folly of iz would be ſo too: fo 


that he can be in no danger of either of their: 


Reproaches, for declining it. And whentheſe 
are ſet aſide,who is there whoſe cenſure can be 
at all conſiderable? Yet this ſo pitiful deſpica- 
ble thing, isit which ſo terrifies and amazes 
them. And how ſhall we detine Cowardiſe, if 
this be not it ? 

18. And as it has the nature, ſo has it the 
Fate of it roo, which uſually is by fleeingan 
imaginary danger,to fall into a real. Men fight, 
that they may not be thought Cowards; and 
by fighting they do not only become indeed 
ſo, bur alſo ruſh themſelyes upon other far 
more formidable miſchiefs, run from a Scar- 
crow into a Precipice. And now what a Riddle 
is this thing they call Ga/lantry, which fo 
ſtartles at the weakelt noiſe, yer ſtands un- 
dauntedly the ſtroke ofa Thunderbolt ? They 
who ſo dread the reproach of vain impotent 
men, do yet confidently encounter the anger 
ofthe omnipotenr God. : and if Valour and 
Fool-hardineſs were not very diſtant things, 
would confute my whole argument by making 
it evident, that they dare be damned, Thus 
by aſtrange kind of inverted operation their 
Fear makesthem bold : would God that Anti- 
periſtaſis might go onto work, till that Bold- 
nels have again brought them co a fear,l mean 
wn | ; that 
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that penitential Fear, proper to thoſe who 
thus deliberacely provoke the Divine Maje- 
ſty. 
19, And that very Deliberation is a Cir- 
cumſtance of ſo great an enhancement, asun- 
meaſurably heightens the ſin, Sudden acts 
may be capable of ſome alleviations by the 
ſurpriſe they make on a mans lpirit : but con« 
erived and premeditated Crimes can have no 
milder appearance then of obitinace Rebellion. 
And this aggravation can icarce ever be want« 
ing to a D=e/, many hours, if not daysinter- 
vening between the Deſignment and the Exe- 
eution. And in that inceryal "tis not pollible 
for all che Opiate Receitrs in Satan's Diſpenſa- 
tory to keep the Conſcience fo drowſie, that 
it ſhall nor ſtartle, but ic will undoubtedly 
repreſent to a man the horrour of that he is 
going about: which is no leſs then the en- 
gaging himſelfin a double Murder, his own, 
and his Adverſaries. For the wilful hazard of 
both faſtens on him che guilt, chough both 
happen to ſurvive the Combate. Bur if it be 
bis own fate to fall (as he has much reaſon 
to expeRt, who thus puts himſelf out of Gods 
protection, nay dares his vengeance) what 
poſſible hope can remain for him, who thus 
dies inthat very aR of the greateſt fin? We 
are generally apt to think but uncomfortably 
of thoſe who make away themſelyes: but cer- 
tainly many of thoſe deſerye to be Canonized, 
in compariſon with a man that dies in Dwel ; 
: = f the 


3 Advantage of Reputation, 147 


— 


148 Thr CIENTLEMAN'S CALLING, 


the Principle of that being often an exceſſive 
Fear of God, which ſure is leſs culpable,thena 
profane contempt of him, Beſides che tempta- 
tion in that caſe 15 uſually mote violent and im- 
peruous, it being ( if not begor, yet ) cheriſhe 
and fomented by Melancholy, the moſt un- 
traRtableand obiiinate of all humors : where- 
as the ſuggeſtion to this hath no ſuch Auxiliary 
coaid it, the original of Quarrels being fre- 
quently from too free a jollity, And laſtly, 
that, of how beinous a kind ſoever, is yet but 
a ſingle ſin, whereas this, as I ſaid before, in- 
yolves a twofold guilt. And of how crimſon a 
colour muſt that ſoul appear before Gods Tre 
bunal, that 15 thus double-dyed in Blood ! 

20. And now who can chooſe but cry out 


in the Prophet Eſay's ſtyle, Hear O Heaven, * 


and hearken O Earth ! What ſtrain of wonder 
and amazement can bear proportion with the 
deſperate madneſsof men,that can thus know- 
ingly and conſideringly ruſh themſelves upon 
fuch unſpeakable miſchiefs ? Eſpecially fince 
here chey want even that miſerable Reſerve, 
which ſerves ro embolden them to other fins, 
v42.. the hope of a future repentance.For thoſe 
that make but the ſlighteſt meaſures of that, 
can ſcarce fancy any opportunities of it in this 
caſe; ſince tohim that dies there ſeldom re- 
mains any ſpace of interyal between his fin 
and his death, no time for thoſe clouds to 
gather, thoſe penitential ſhowres to deſcend, 
which ſhould waſh away his blogd-guilcineſs; 

or 
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or if there did, yet what expectation is there 
he ſhould imploy it co any effect ? Such pre- 
ſumptuous conliderate (ins naturally work an 
obduration in the heart, which nothing bur an 


extraordinary grace can remove; and after 


ſuch an high and daring provocation *tis very 
reaſonable to expect God ſhould withdraw 
even the lowelt degrees, but ſure not that he 
ſhould add higher. 

21, Theſe Conliderations are all of them ſo 
obvious, that they naturally ſuggeſt them- 
ſelves. And certainly they are ſo weighty and 
preſſing, that *tis a Prodigy to lee they ſhould 
be ſo univerſally ineffectual : which can pro- 
ceed trom nothing but the want of cloſe and 


| ſerious application. Would men dare but to 


meet ſingle with their own ſober thoughts, 
"would certainly ſuperſede all other Dxels. 
There remains theretore nothing more for me 
to add, but to invite them ro this one Encoun- 
ter, to beſeech them to grapple a while bur 
with the force of Reaſon,aCombtat of all others 
the ſecureſt, where to be ſubdued is more 
glorious then to conquer 1n any other : and 
whenit has deſpoiled them of that falſe con- 
rage, which expolesthem to (uch diſmal ruines, 
to permit it to re-inſpirit them witha true one, 
fuch as may givechem daring enough to ſtand 
up againſt this ſo more then Barbarous a 

cuſtom; to endeavour to baniſh it gut of 
Chriſtendom, and fo take * off that Reproach 


which our profeſſion lies under from ſo impi- 
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bur Preſcripcion, there needs nothing but De- 
ſuerudeto deſtroy it, Let every man for his 
own part ſtrictly abſtain from it, and avow the 
doing ſo, and then by ceaſing to be a Faſhiog, 
it will ceaſe to bear all. 

22. But the miſery of it is, no man will 
aſſume to be /cadey in this fo ngble an Enter- 
priſe, co begin this ſo necefſary a keforma- 
tion : which chough it have ſo much more of 
compliance even to carnal Interelts, then it's 
contrary, that I doubt not many wiſh ic were 
univerſal; yettill it be ſo, they think *twill be 
uncreditableto any particular perſon. But were 
that the certain eyent of it, *cis ſure that the 
reproach ought to be deſpiſed, when it comes 
m competition with Duty. In this caſe the re- 
ſolution of David ( as great a Sword-man as 
any of them ) is molt proper, 7 will yer be 
more vile then thus, 2 Sam.6.22, And certain- 
ly a man cannot paſs a more glorious Martyr. 
dom, then to ſuffer ignominy upon ſuch an ac- 
count. Iam ſure *cisa real ſhame to ſee that 
men can offer violence to all their deareſt com- 
plicated Intereſts, to comply with that un- 
chriſtian cuſtom, yet cannot croſs a ſingle 
imaginary one, to ſupprelsit. 

23. Nay thetruth is, they create PunGilio's 
in this caſe, by which themſelves will not be 
govern'd in any other.In a common Fire does 
any man ſuſpend his own endeavours, till he 
ice the whole Town running to quench the 
| "EO 
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" fame? Or if one of theſe popular perſons had 


been of the Philiſtims company, When the 
houſe began to fall, Fud, 16. 30. would he 
have ſo dreaded the lingularicy of a ſolitary 
eſcape, as not to have attempted ir, cill ſholes 
of others had led the way? We have had 
ſome experience, under what prejudice a pab- 
lick, A# falls, thac is by its makers precluded 
from being a precedent. And ſure theſe men do 
tacitely ( yet very intelligibly ) accuſe the un- 
reaſonableneſs of this tear, whileſt chey con- 
fine it to this ſingle inſtance. And methinks 
*rwere but juſt, they ſhould be required to be 
conſentaneous to themſelves, and att in other 
things by che ſame meaſures; which would 
prove ſo ſharpa penance, as were more likely 
to reduce them to ſobriery, then all the force 
of Argument. 

24. Bur beſides this ſevere Remedy, there 
is ſure an Antidote againt this MMalady, a wa 
to ſeparate theDuty trom the Contempt whic 
their fancies have ſo cloſely annex toit : and 
that is by making their lives ſo uniformly 
Chriſtian, that it may be evident, *cis Conſci- 
ence, not fear that works with chem, Withour 
this I know indeed no ſecurity from reproach. 
For to ſee a man who tramples upon all other 
commandsof God, catch up this, as a Buckler 
againit a Challenger, who can be ſo blindly 
charitable, as to impute this ro any thing but 
Cowardiſe?But when the whole tract of a mans 


Life is one continued courſe of Obedience, 
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no man will expect he ſhould violate that up- 
on this occaſion, To this may be added a 
chearful and free expoſing himſelf co all war» 
rantable dangers, when any publick occaſion 
of hazard is offered : it he then ſhew himſclf 
daring, *twill be apparent, that *us nor the 
fear of Death, but fin, which Jocks up his 
Sword from private Dxels, Or when there 1s 
no opportunicy of this ative valour, let him 
approve his paſlive by a contented, nay joy- 
ful ſubmiſſion co any luffering, that artends che 
diſcharge ofa good Conſcience : and ot this 
there 1s little fear ( 1n theſe days eſpecially ) to 
want occaſions, He that does this, will bein 
no danger to be defamed tor declining Del: : 
but on the contrary ſuch an equable piety will 
extort reverence from all, there being ſuch a 
venerable amiability in ic, that the moſt pro- 
fane doeven againit their wills bear it ſome 
inward reſpect. 

25. Let not men therefore pretend the Fear 
of Reproach, as an Excuſe, ſince here is fo 
ready a 54/vo to that ObjeRion : but letthem 
by an afſiduous practice of all other Chriſtian 
Virtues, render this alſo ſecure to them, and 
qualite themſelves for the propagating it to 
others. And Oh, that we could once lee all 
other quarrels amonglit Gentlemen converted 
into this one holy contention, who ſhould be 
forwardeſt in this Heroick attempt. *Tis the 
falſe notion of Honour, that is one of Satan's 
pruncipal Citadels, like Zion to the Febwſires: 


and 
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and the aflaulting of that, would be an at- 
chievement ot ſo much glory, that he thar 
could proſper init, migh juitly challenge the 
dignity which David there promites, 2 Sam. 
$. 8. of being Chief and Captain, Here chen 
they may lawtully quench their thirit of Ho- 
nour, yea and that of Revenge too, by wreck- 
ing their utmoſt malice on this their ſo grand 
Enemy. Let it be remembred how lorg it hath 
betooled and cheated the Wyrid, and be ex- 
poſed roal the ſhames and deteſtation of a 
diſcovered Impoſtour. Nay let it be broughe 
to a ſolemn Arraignment, thoſe. innumerable 
Murders, of which it has been guilty, charged 
onit, and proſecuted to death, fo utterly ex- 
tinguiſhed, that it may never again appear in 
the World, whileſt all good men applaud the 
juſtice, and ſay, Ss let all thine Enemves periſh, 
O Lord. 

26, Having thus refleted on the common 
Abuſes of Kepmtation all that remains is to con» 
ſider how injurious men are to themſelves 
in their ill — of this Talent, which 
might be improved not only to their final ac- 
count, but even their preſent pleaſure. For 
firit, he that by ſeaſonable advice reſcues any 
man from a courſe of fin, will infallibly feel 
ſo unutterable a complacency in having done 
ſo, that he will find he was kind to himſelf, as 
well asthe other, and will have no temptation 
tothink himſelfunprofitably imployed,rhough 
that were to be his only Reward, This bring- 
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ing ſinners co repentance is ſonoble, ſo tempt- 
ing a deſign, thatit drew eyen God himſelf - 
from Heaven to profecuteit ; and that not by 
cheap and eatie means, but by all thoſe Suffer- 
ings, which humane Nacure molt trembles at ; 
yec ſuch was the joy of Man's ſalvation, which 
was ſer before him, as enabled him to exdare 
the Croſs and deſpiſe the ſhame, Heb.12.2. How 
rich a bargain will it then beto a man to par- 
take with him 1n that joy,to ſhare with him in 
that prize, uport ſo much eater terms, to pay 
but a litcle breath for that which exhaulted 
his blood, and to become (in a lower inferiour 
ſenſe ) a Saviour without a Croſs ? 

27. In like manner, he that by a ſtrict and 
exemplary conyerſation ſets himſelf up a /and- 
mark to diret men in this turbulent and dan- 
gerous Sea, his light, *cis true,* goes forth to 
others, but the warmth and cheriſhing heat of | 
it remains within hisown breaſt, W hat chearful, 
what exulting reflexions may he make upon 
himſelf, chat can make good St, Pax/'s pro- 
teſtation, As 20 26. that be ss pure from the 
blood of all men ? That he hath not by any ſcan- 
dalous Example enſnared any ſoul; but on 
the contrary hath by poſitive illuſtrious as of 
Virtue endeavoured io to adorn his Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, as to draw in Prolelytes not to the 
Name, but the obedience of Chrilt ? That 
hath made ir his buſineſs to ftand in the Gap, {| 
not only by his Interceſſions with God againit 
the Plagues, bur by bis endeavours wich Men 
HEE. 
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againlt the ſins of the Nation, and by a iteady 
* oppoſing himſelf againſt the inundation of 
profaneneſs and licentiouſneſs, hath invited 
others to give ſome ſtop to thoſe impure tor- 
rents? It has always been accounted fo glori- 
ousa thing to redeem ones Countrey trom 
ſlavery, that men haverhought their greateſt 
hazards amply paid with the Title of a Patrior. 
But there is no vaſlalage ſo ignoble, no ſervi- 
tude ſo miſerable, as that of Vice, and conſe- 
quently no attempt ſo worthy, ſo ingenuous, 
ſo ſatisfaRory to the undertaker, as to break 
that yoke. He that aſpires to no more then a 
private Innocence, is only on the defenſive 
part, ſtandsupon his guard againſt Satan : bur 
he that aims at this ſort of publick Reformati- 
ons, maintains an invaſive War againſt him, 
and ſo morgFfake his kingdom. The reducing 
of any ſinner is the diſpoſſeiling him of ſo 
much of his uſurpt terricory, ws weakens his 
Empire in the world. This is indeed the true 
Pablick Spirit: which though many have pre- 
tended to from whom we diſcern nothing of 
theſe effets, yerthoſe very prerenſions bear 
witnels to the excellency ot the thing, and 
ought ro animate men to be indeed, what ſo 
many havecoveced to be thought. 

28. 1 ſuppoſe I need not go on to the other 
inſtance : every mans ſenſe, without conſult- 
ing either his Reaſon or Religion, will be 
able co pronounce that *tis better to be in 
Peace then Hoſtility, co have a whole then a 
""* wounded 


a Or CET EE II I na nn EEO IIs oa I —— 


156 Tat Cie\TLEMANs CALLING, 


wounded body, to keep ſecurely his own ſta- 
tion, then to be hunted like a Partriage on the 
Mountains by' the Avenger of Blosd. The 
greater is the Miracle, that men who in 
all other inſtances devote cthemſelyes wholly 
to their ſenſualicy, ſhould here only abjure 
it ; that when body and ſoul come in 6ompe- 
tition, live asit they had no foul, yet upon 
this occaſion can dare, as if they had no bo- 
dies. Oh that men ſhould be ſuch ill husbands 
of cheir ſufferings, and thus enhance Satan's 
markets! Alas, Hell 1s a Purchaſe will neyer 
be taken out of their hands; how many Chap- 
men ſoever they ſee about it, they may ſecure 
their Eltate chere firm enough by thoſe ſins 
they have more guit of : why ſhould they be 
thus madly prodigal to out-bid the common 
rate ? Mult Gentlemen buy Danes, as they 
uſually do Wares, dearer then cher men ? 
How 1s Perdition become ſo amiable, thar like 
Rachel a double ſervitude is judged light for 
it; whileit Heaven inthe mean time, like Leah, 
& ſo much deþ5/ed, that *ris thought an injury 
to have that obtruded on them, though upon 
the eaſielt terms ? Certainly they are ſtrange 
transforming Opticks which theſe men make 
uſe of Would God they could be but perſwa- 
ded, if not to break, yet at leaſt for a while 
to lay by thoſe falſe Glaſſes, and behold things 
in their genuine and proper ſhapes : and then 
I doubt not they will diſcern that Honour to 
be Infamy, which ſets men at defiance with 
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God, and that Reputation then alone be- 
comes eſtimable, when like a Riyer it pays its 
Tribute to the Ocean, promotes his Glory, at 
whoſe feet Kings ( without diminution ) caſt 
both themſelves and Crowns. 
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S E C To | X. 
The (,oncluſion, 
© V 
V ſarveyed diſtinfily thoſe 
ſeveral Advantages 


which Gentlemen enjoy, and may ſurely 
rue the ſame Teſtimony, which Caleb and 
oſhua 4d of Canaan, Numb, 14. The 
nd which we paſſed thorow to ſearch 
It, is an exceeding good Lind, *7is 4 
rich and fertile Soil wherein theſe men are 
Planted, ſuch as bath « natural aptitude and 
Uigour to produce the moſt excellent Fruits, 
But Paradiſe it ſelf required dreſs:ng, and 
therefore we find Adam had that work af- 
fgned bim in his Innocence. © And ſurely 
#heſe bis Sons may well ſubmit to the ſame 
Task : by the faithful diſcharge whereof they 
may make ſome approaches towards that h1s 
priſtine ſlate, 
2, It need not be again inculcated, 
aw ol theſe dhevy Recaics hawe thete fi 
614 


E have now acttording to 
our prop ed Method, 


The Concluſion. 


cial and particular ends tn Gods aſ$1gnment, 
"Twill be more uſeful to remember them, 
bow nearly they are concern'd not to pervert 
the Counſel of God againſt themſelues, by 
neglefling to give them their due expetied 
amprovements, For though he be a moſt 
liberal, yet is he not a negligent Maſter, 
but keeps an exaii and puntiual account of 
whatever he thus delivers out, and will not 
fail ſeverely to avenge the embez:ling of 
bis Goods, Indeed ſuch an abuſe bas ſo 
Fatal au Efficacyyhat it quite changes thetr 
Nature, comterts them from Gleſungs 
to the heavieſt Curſes: would God too 
many men had not thus exemplified their 
own deſtirufitve power, a,d by a kind of 
Anti-creation Lrought Darkneſs out of 
Light, 

3. But 'tis pity they ſhould be per- 
mitted to ſleep 1n that Darkneſs, which 
themſelves have made, «And therefore if 
thes little Traft ſhall fall into any ſuch 
bands, it muſt avow to come upon that 
wnctuil, yet friendly Errand, to diſturb 
therr reſt, to awake them to ſome (onſj» 
deration, and as Philip's Monttour was to 
remember him, that he was but a Man, 
ſo to put them in mind, that in the midſt 
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of thetr freeſt enjoyments they are ſtill 
but Stewards, and know z0t how ſoon 
thetr Lord may ſummon them to their 
eAccounts, eAnd with that confuſion and 
conſternation muſt they appear at the 
grea: Audit, who have ſo unfaithful 
managed their truſt > *Tis therefore now 
no longer time to dally, but by an afſrduom 
care and diligence to endeauour to redeem 
thetr paſt it! hu«bandry, leſt they run 
the Fate of that Evil Servant menttozed, 
Matthew 24. be ſurprized in the mid(t of 
thetr Inordinactes, and have their portion 
aſs:gned them in weeping and gnaſhing 
of reeth. 

4. And now what OtjeFton can they 
poſstbly make againſt this ſo neceſſary 8 
Caution, which us founded upon; ſuch Mo 
trues, as ſhould methinks mfallibly pre. 
vail upon all ſorts of tempers > If they have 
@ny ſenſe of Fear, here are thoſe Terrours 
of the Lord, which are amazing enough 
to ſet even a Belſhazzar ( thou p wth the 
=P at bis Mouth, bus eng by hrs 
fide) a trembling, (Certatnly he muſt 


net be only frozen but petrified tn deſperate 
smpiety, whom even a glimpſe of thoſe eter- 
nal flames ill not be able to diſſolve, 


5oBut 
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5. | But if Fear ( though of Go: Ty Le too 
degen'rous a Paſsron for a Gentleman to 
ws, thu adutce car upon as good grounds 
addreſs it ſelf to therr Hope ©: there ts as 
well the Joy of the Lord for the Faithtul, 
as the oucer Darknels for te unprofita- 
ble Scrvant, For thouzh God have Rrgbt 
of alſolu'e Dominion, and mighi exatt ofe.. 
aence on by bare command; yet be us more 
pleaſed to ſhew himſelf 4 Benefatiour th'n a 
Lord, and therefore deſcent to treat with 
men Ly the more þ4 centle, aid Ti; Uning mes 
thods of Promiſes and Rewardh, Nay, tn- 
deed the end of his Commaxds 1s onely to 
make us capable Subjeits of thoſe Eternal 
Felicatres hs defares to beſtow, Ard this 
« ſurely is enough to ex cate men to a diligeiit 
negottrating with theſe T alerits they have re- 
cerved, ſince tt 1s tdeed them ſelves they 
are trading for, The (i ock it 15 true ts Gods, 
Lut all the tncreaſe of it will Ly bs Lownty 
certainly devolur on them. And therefore 
45 Naaman's Servants thought the care he 
was in purſuit of, d-ſerved a "ſubmiſsion to 
the ſevere Preſcriptions, It the Prophet 
had bid thee do fome great thing, 
wouldſt thou not have done it > 2 Kings 
5. 3. So ſurely we may conclude thoſe endleſs 
Joys propoſed Ly oy are cheaply earned 
even 
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even by the moſt exhauſiing Latours, the 

moſt Uigorous T asts. 
6, But ſuch is the Tenderneſs and Indul- 
ence of our gracious Maſter, [oearneſt his 
deſire of his diſpenſing his Rewards, that he 
will not truſt mens ſloth and folly with ſuch a 
pretence of defea'tng themſerues, and 
therefore bath annexed noſuch Condition, 
we have ſeen, through all the ſeveral parts 
of Duty, which con;{(t4ute the Gentlcman's 
Calling, that they are of a quite diſtant 
frame, ot Toils but Refreſhments, not 
Tokes but Crowns,ſuch as differ onely in ſize 
from thoſe Celeſtial ones to which they tend; 
ſo that bere 1s bait even to the greateſt Vo- 
luptuary. eAnd who that otſer.es how ma- 
#y ſuch there be, would expeft this Fruit of 
Paradiſc ſhould ſill bang untouched > Tet 
ſach a prepoſterous Temperance have they 
put on, that they are proof agatiſt all theſe 
allurements, Good God what contraditti- 
04S are men mate up of ? It is the buſineſs 
of ther lrues to purſue pleaſures, and yet 
when thoſe of the moſt refined and exquiſite 
ſort would run into their embraces, they 
grow coy, and canyot be courted to recerve 
them, We daily ſee the Devil hath bis 
Martyrs : «t ſeems he hath his Afſceticks 
too, eAnd fo witty is the world grown 
in 
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| Preſent pleaſure? 


The Concluſion 


in crea'tn2 (ins, that they have found out a 
ſin of telt-denyal, would God theſe abſurd 
Mortifiers might Le perſwaded to remit 
ſomewhat of therr ſevertty, The moſt rigid 
Orders in: Relt21on hate {ill indulged ſome 
relaxation, ſome times of Feſlruity: mhy 
ſhould Satans Votaries be ſo much more 
zealous then God's, as to make their abſit- 
nences ſo perpetual > 

7. It ſpeaks traced the Crueliy of 
tha: Maſter they ſeruv-, but ſo it does 
his Policy aſo. He well knows that if 
theſe Drutne Lights ſhould but inſinuate 
themſelyes, they would ſoon undernitne his 
whole Foundation : ſo rauiſhing and at- 
trattrue are they, that nothing but a per- 
feft Ignorance of them can le Amulet 
ſuſficteut againſt their Charms, And 
therefore it 1s his neceſſary concern to 
keep men from ever taſting of them, the 
leaſt reliſh nhereof would be ſure to make 
them deſpiſe all his adlulterated Delica- 
ctes, So we ſee he can prive (ime rates 
onal account of his part of the matter, 
But what can Men ſay for themſelves, 
who play his Game for him, even nven 
therr own Souls are at the ſtake, that at 
once renounce that Eternal imtereſl, and 
This is indeed tn 


M 2 Da- 


— CEE ate 


—_— —OOCOCCCOD_. 


164 Tux GENTLEMAN 's CALLING. 


David's Phraſe, 2 Sam. 3.33. tO dic as 
a Fool dicth, Thetr hands are not bound, 
nor their feet put into fetters 5, 0 extrinſic 
bindrance lies on them; nhy they may not 
{tretch forth their hand to this Tree 
of Lite, and cat and live happrly bere, 
and glortouſly for cver, ecAnd ye like 
Solomon's Sluggard, they hide their 
hands in their bolome, and will not fo 
much as bring them to their mouths, 
Prov, 19. 24. 

8. This w ſo ſtupid a Folly as none 
that pretends to common ſerſe, would in 
any worldly concernment te guilty of, 
will ary man reuouce arich uncharge- 
able Reverſion, when he & ot onely 
wooed, but bribed by a conſiderable Sum 
T band not to aiſclatrm it? 1 fear there 
are few ſo mortified to Wealth, « 
io do it upon the ſcore of Self-denyal ; 
and ſure no man would be thought tn hu 
wits, that ſhould do it upon any other, 
For what jealouſies ſoever he had enter- 
ta'ned of the Security, or Value of that 
future Eſtate, yet the preſent viſible pro- 
fit would deſerve his conſideration, There 
i but one circumſiauce tmaginalle, that 
could reaſonably avert bim, and that 15 
the ſuſpition of Deccit, that the a 
ha 
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which us offered him is falſe and  adulte. 
rate, eAnd that I may not be uider a ne- 
ceſs;ty of pronouncing ſo many men mad, 
I ſhall ſuppoſe i mot wunlik ely Wa 
this ſcruple may occur to them in the 
preſent (aſe. They have ſo long brought all 
therr Bullion to Satans Mint, ſuffered 
bim to [lamp their Pleaſures, that none 
will now paſs for curreiit with them, which 
has not bu Impreſs : and up0r thi Al 
count tis too pribable they may diſtruſt 
the validity of the preſent Payment, diſ- 
believe the pleaſanizeſs if thoſe Duties 
I have here recommended to their Enjoy- 
meat, as well as Pratlice, Nor ſhall 1 
deſire to impoſe on their lelief, but ſhall 
very willingly wave their Fatth, and ap- 

peal to thety Senſe. But then they muſt 
remember, that that is uscapable of judg- 

ing by any other means but Experience: 

and therefore if a/l that has Leen adareſt 
to their Realon be ineffetiual, that re- 
mains as the laſt reſerve for thetr con- 
Uincemeit, Let every oe of them ſert- 
oufly aud conſcientiouſly ſet to the Pra- 
Rice, ( and alow onely for ſo much of dif- 
ficulty, as naturally attends the tnter- 
rupting 4 contrary Cuſlome) aud then let 
bim if he can, doubt of the Pleaſure, 
M 3 Let 
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Let bim allow himſelf but this ove Medium 

to tier it, and I ſhall defie bis diſſent to 
the Concluſion, Let him 1ow with me this 
haraful of Seed in the Tears of true Con- 
trition for remembring bus Duty & Intereſts 
ſo late, and 1 jhall reſt confident he will 
rcap in joy 12 thu World, and carry the 
news of 11 to another, even thither alſo 
bring his ſheaves with him, abungdance 
of Fiuir to his account, Le beſt bere, and 
crows d eternally, 
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eA Ci onfesſton. 


Blefled Lord, Ithy wretched 

() Creaturc,thy not onely unpro- 
ficable and {lothtul, but wicked 

Servant, do here proſtrate my felt at 
thy Feer, humbly acknowledging that I 
have molt perverfly and moſt treache- 
rouily mi{-imployed thole many preci- 
ous Talents wherewith thou haſt intruſt» 
edme, 1 have, O Lord, unworthily 
abuicd thoſe common Mercics which 
thou bat afforded me as a Man, and a 
Chriſtian, my whole lite having been a 
continued refiftence tothe DiRates both 
of Reaton and Religion, Byt I have yer 
farther perverted thole more ſpecial 
Liberalitics of thine, whereby thou haſt 
aſſayed to vanquiſh and melt an un- 
grateful heart, My Knowledge hath had 
no influence on my Choices, but I have 
obſtynatcly purlued thoſe wayes, which 
I knew led to the Chambers of Death, 
and by advancing my Sins from Igno- 
rances to Preſumptions,hathſcrved one- 
ly to render me liable to the greater 
number of ſtripes, That Wealth where- 
by I ſhould have glorified thee, and 
bs {uc- 
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| 
luccoured my Brethren, | have convert- 
cd into fucl to maintain and accend my 
Coverouſneſs, Pride and Luxury, fo les 
vying War againſt Thee with thine own 
Treaiure, Thus unfaithful, Lord, have 
I been in the unrighteous Mammon; and 
who then ſhall commir to my truſt the 
true Richcs ? I have waſted that Time 
thou haſt given me,to work out my own 
Salvation, vainly and impertinently, nay 
often {o viciouſly and impiouſly, that 
Idleneſs, though a Crying fin of Sodom, 
hath been the filenteſt of my guilts, the 
greater portion of my Days having been 
deyored cither to the purluir or enjoy- 
ment of my brutiſh Pleaſurcs,{o makin 
it my buſineſs to provide for the Fleſh 
to fulfil the Luſts thereof ; and of thoſe 
many Days and Years thou haſt afford- 
ed me, how few minutcs are there of 
which I can give any tolerable account 
to Thee,or my own Soul> Nay,O Lord, 
as if my ſingle and perſonal Impieties 
had been too little, I have propagated 
them to Others,and have made that Au- 
thority and Eſteem, which thou gaveſt 
me for better purpoſcs,the mears of en» 
ſnaring all whom my Intereſt or Exam- 
ple could ſeduce, And now, O _ 
| W 
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how unknown aſtoniſhing a weight of 
evil do I lic under, that am to anſwer 
tor {o many Sins ot Other men, as well 
as my felf, that have thus been a Snare 
on Mizpah,and a Net ſpread on Mount 
Tabor, the Inſtrument of cntangling and 
betraying ſo many Souls > O- merciful 
Lord, who dclightcſt not in the death of 
a (inner, look with pity both on them, 
and me; Give mc a {incere and carneſt 
Repentance,tor my own offences, and if 
it be thy bleſſed will, make me ſome 
way inſtrumental to the begetting the 
like in them, that I may be as contribu- 
tive to their Recovery, as I have beento 
their Fall : And ler the conlciouſnels of 
my great Sloth and Unfaithfulnels in all 
the parts of my Stewardſhip, excite me 

_ toa more diligent and induſtrious im- 
provement of all thoſe advantages thou 
baſt put into my hands, for thy glory, 
the bencfhic of my Brethren, and the 
eternal joy of my own Soul. Grant 
this, O gracious Lord, for his ſake 
who came to Call ſinners to Repen- 
tance, Jelus Chriſt our Lord, 
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eA T hanksgiving, 


Moſt gractous and moſt bounti- 

tul Lord, who doeſt good unto 

all bur haſt in an extraordi- 
nary mcaſurc abounded to me thy unz 
worthieſt Servant, I deſire with all cxuz 
berant thanktulne(s ot hcart, ro contels 
and cclebrate this thy great goodneſs, 
Lqrd, Thou haſt not been to me a Wil- 
derneſs, a Land of Darkneſs, but haſt 
cauled my Lor to fall in a fair ground, 
Thou halt not only given me a Natural, 
and a capacity of a Spiritual life bur 
haſt allo enriched me wich many advans 
tages for the comfortable ſupport ot the 
one, and the happy improvement of the 
ether,above what thou aftordeſt ro mul: 
rirudes of others, Thou haſt liberally 
given me of the Dew of Heaven, and 
tatne(s ot the Earth, an Aſſurance of all 
thoſe good things which may both ob- 
lige and aſhiſt me cheartully ro ſerve 
Thee, O ler not my Heart like Gzdeon's 
Fleece remain dry,whileſt all about it is 
thus plentitfully watred from Heaven 
but give me, I belcech thee, ſucha ſenſe 
ofthy Mercy, as may expreſs it ſelfin a 
con- 
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conſtant and zcalous Obedience, Thou 
haſt done ſo much for this meancit Plant 
in thy. Vineyard, dreſt it and fenced ir 
abour with Thy Grace and Providence; 
and having built a Wine-prels, mayelt 
moſt reaſonably expe lome Cluſters to 
be brought to it at the Vintage, O ler 
not {o gracious, 10 equitable a demand 
be truttrated; when thou lookelt it 
thould bring torth Grapes z let 1t not 
bring forth wilde Grapes, let not thoſe 
AdvantagesI enjoy above others, tempt 
me to exalt my felt,or deſpiſe them, but 
grant mc alwayes to remember that it 15 
Thou onely that makeſt me difter trom 
another, Lord, let thy Methods be my 
Documents,thy Diſpenſations of Indvul- 
gence towards me, the _—_ 
and Bands of the cloſcſt and moit invio- 
lable Duty, that that Eminency of con- 
dition wherein Thou haſt placed me in 
this World,may be an effeual Admo- 
nition to me to be eminent in Virtue, 
that Men lecing my good Works, may 
glorihe Thee my Heavenly Father, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and blel- 
led Saviour, . 


A 
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Thou moſt Righteous and Im- 
() partial Judge,who deſpiſeſt not 

the mean,nor accepreſi the pers 
{ons of the Mighty,Make me alwayes to 
remember and {crioully to contider, 
that none of thoſe outward Priviledges 
I enjoy among men, can excmprt me 
{rom thy ſevere Tibunal, but that I (hall 
one Jay be broughtro Judgment, as for 
all that / have done in the fleſh, fo par- 
ticularly for thoſe ſpecial and peculiar 
Advantages, whereby thou haſt delcri- 
minated meTrom my meaner Brethren : 
And oh let theſe Terrours of the Lord 
timely perſwade, yea conſtrain me toa 
chearful imploying of all I have recct- 
ved, to thole cnds tor which thou haſt 
beſtowed them, Lord, grant that the 
Knowledge thou haſt given me may 
have ſuch an cthcacy on my Practice, 
that it may always guide, neverupbraid 
me. Andas thou haſt opened thy hand 
wide to me in temporal Plenty, fo en- 
large my hcart in Thanktulneſ(s toward 
Thee,and in Compasſion and Bounty to- 
ward thy poor Members: 7 am not 
firauned 
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ſtrairned by thee, O let me not be 
ſtraitned in my own bowels ; let neicher 
 Covetouſnels nor Riot make me poor 
in the midſt of Riches,but grant me that 
true Enjoyment which conſiſts in a 
Charitable diſpenſing of them,that fot. 
ſaking all the unſatistying nauleated 
pleaſures of Luxury, 1 may purchalc to 
-my felt that more ſolid tranſccnding de- 
light of ſuccouring the diltrefles ot my 
tcllow Chriſtians. Lord, ſuffer not my 
Wealth to be onely a lading with thick 
Clay, nor the Ruſt of it to bear witneſs 
againſt me, but rather make me ot the 
number of thoſc that need relict, then of 
thole who want hearts togite it, And 
ſince in thy gracious Providence thou 
haſt placed me in a condition of calc 
and vacancy, O let me nor pervert it in- 
coa lite of Idlenels and Senſuality, let 
me not be leſs, but better buſicd then 
other men, O never (uffer me to incur 
the guilt or reproach of being more re- 
miſs or indiftcrent in my entercourſe 
with Thee, then others are of their traf- 
hque with the World, of having lels 
care of my own and other mens ummor- 
tal ſouls, then they have of their corrups 
tible bodics ; but make me fo induſtris 
oully 
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ouſly to Lusband every minute of that 
precious Time thou Iendeſt me here, as 
may be in order to a blefled Eternity 
both of my felt, and as many more as 
thou ſha!lr put within my reach. O let 
not any perſons ever have cauſe to ac- 
cuſe their relation to me, for bctraying 
them to Sin here, or Milcry hereafter ; 
bur grant that all that are under my 
care or power, may receive [uch whol- 
ſom influence trom me, as may nouriſh 
all Chriſtian Pra&tice among them z 
And, Lord, grant that my Example 
may be ſuchto all, that Incver prouve 
toany an occaſion of Falling : Ler me 
never contribute to that power and em- 
pire which Vice has gotten in the 


| world,but witha ſtcady courage oppole 


all Impiety, how cuſtomary or {ucce(- 
ful ſoever, Let me think nothing Ho- 
nourable,but what bears Thy ſtamp and 
impreſs on it, but engage, and animate, 
and enflame my benumm'd breaſt,to the 
moſt cager and vigorous endeavour of 
recovering dilcountenanced Virtue to 
ſome eſteem and reputation among 
men, And, O Lord, grant that by an 
aſhduous Practice of all Dury, I may 
arrive to ſuch a guſt and relith of it, as 
may 
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3 may utterly ſupplant any ſcntual delights * 
in my own heart, and may allo qual:fhe * 
me experimentally to aſſure others how 
{weet the Lord is, that I may be an ef- 
fetual (though unworthy) Inſtrument : 
in thy hand of drawing many to the ' 
Obedience of Chriſt, and that renoun- 
cing all the vain torturing Ambitions 
of this World, I may alpirce tono other 
honour but that of being approved by 
Thee as a good and faithtul Servantz # 
that by thy mercy having my Infirmi- J 
ties covered, and my Suncerity accepts 
cd, I may atlaſt be admitted into the | 


Joy of my Lord, through the merits of Þ 
jelusChriſt my bleſled Saviourand Me- } 
diatour, Amen. 


— — 


For more particular Concernments, the Rea: 
der may be referred to the Devotions at 
the _ of [The Whole Duty of Man] 
in Ocavo, ſoldby T. Garthwait. 


